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PREFACE. 



All Holy Scripture having been written for our 
learning, it is the duty of the Christian student 
to ponder in all their bearings and aspects the 
lessons it conveys to us. The divine record will 
well reward this duty. God's commandment is 
exceeding broad. His testimonies are wonder- 
ful ; and the more we study the history of His 
dealings with human nature, the more we shall ap- 
prehend the surpassing wisdom and mercy with 
which He has ever dealt with the sons of men. 

Of the many subjects whereof Holy Scriptuoe 
speaks, we must not pass over those which relate 
to the justification of the sinner. We are sinners, 
many of us wretched lazars, scarred and seamed 
with the consequences of our past transgresuons ; 
and it becomes a matter of pressing and impor- 
tant interest for us to know all we can about sin, 
its punishment, its effects, both, here and hereafter. 
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its remission^ its cure, its abolition. Doabtless 
there are other points in the Holy Volume which 
in themselves are 6ven more important ; e.g., the 
Nature and Attributes of the Eternal and Incom- 
prehensible Deity; but inasmuch as salvation is the 
one thing needful, and the world itself were dearly 
purchased at the price of the loss of the soul, 
there can be, a$ regards ourselves, no question $o 
important as that which demands, what is true 
repentance ? How is sin remitted ? How are 
my sins to be taken away ? What must / do to 
be saved ? 

Now the Bible is not a systematic treatise of 
theology. It is not a creed, nor a confession of 
&ith. It is rather a collection of inspired docu- 
ments of various dates and styles, — some histori- 
cal, some didactic, some poetical, some propheti- 
cal, some devotional, some parsemiac — but all of 
mighty importance, inasmuch as in different ways 
they place before us the dealings of God with us, 
and by consequence our duties and obligations to 
Him. And although there are these differences 
of time and style in the various inspired writers, 
although we see the individual within the bright 
cloud of inspiration, just as the black disk of the 
sun is seen like spots within the luminous atmo- 
sphere which surrounds it, yet is there in Holy 
Scripture a mysterious unity of design all tend- 
ing one way, so that the structure of Christian 
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troth would be incomplete if one single book were 
withdrawn^ while the writings of authors dif- 
fering in epoch as much as the Patriarch of Uz 
and the exile of Patmos^ all blend into one harmo- 
nious totality, so simple that it can be condensed 
into a symbol^ so vast in its importance that '^its 
sound is gone out into all lands, and its words 
onto the ends of the earth/^ 

One result of this unsystematic form of the 
holy records will be^ that different passages will 
be capable of various bearings, that the doc- 
trines of the faith will receive all kinds of inci- 
dental illustration, that what seems to refer to 
some temporary dispensation may really refer to 
the general law of God's dealings, and that 
characters and scenes, which in any other book 
might belong to every-day life, have in reality an 
abyss of spiritual significance. 

Moreover, much of the teaching of the Bible is 
purely narrative and historical. It conveys its 
moral lesson very often by the mere relation of 
the facts. It does not dilate on the wickedness 
of the fraud which Rebekah perpetrated on Isaac 
for the sake of her son Jacob, it leaves that lesson 
to be read in the punishment which immediately 
fell upon her, in the banishment of Jacob from 
his home. She died without again seeing her 
favourite. 

Such being the case, it is evident that the 
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lustorical &eU in Holy Scripture supply a fund 
for prayerful meditation. In truths these are the 
testimonies which are the " study '* of the true ser« 
vant of his Lobd. 

Yet that study must be pursued with reverence 
and humility and prayer. It must be carried on 
in due submission to that vast fund of collective 
interpretation which has gradually accumulated 
from age to age, as the Holt Spirit has illumined 
the hearts of His Saints, while they pondered the 
wondrous things out of His law. Although no 
new revelation can be expected now, although no 
new article can be added to the deposit, although 
it is of the essence of the faith that it has '^ once 
for all been delivered to the saints,^' yet doubtless 
the accumulated prayerful thoughts of the genera- 
tions of Christians, the increased and more accu- 
rate study of the original languages, the shaping 
which the truth has received from the existence 
of controversies, the realization which devout me- 
ditation on the different objects of the faith has 
engendered, must give to the collective sense and 
interpretation of Christendom, a weight and au- 
thority in the mind of the humble believer, which 
must overbalance any deductions of his own in- 
tellect, however plausible their grounds, or ap- 
parently satisfactory their results. 

With these thoughts then let us approach the 
subject of amendment of life, as evidencing the 
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process of our conversion, and may " the Holt 
Spirit of discipline who will not dwell in a 
malicious heart/' ^ '^ that fire which consumes the 
thorns of sins, and gives lustre to the soul/'^ not 
only cleanse and refine our souls^ but give us 
light to view these things as we should behold 
them even in the radiance of His own bright 
Beams. 

> Wi«d. ii. 4. « S. Cyril, xvii. 15. 



CONTENTS. 



I. Adam, or the Merciful Discipliite of Labour. 

Page 
Genesis v. 5. ** And all the days that Adam lived were 
nine hundred and thirty yearfi ; and he died/' . . 1 

II. David, or the Moral Results in this 
World of Forgiven Sin. 

2 Sam. xii. 7. ** Thou art the man." ... 13 

1 III. Ahab, or Mitigation of Sentence passed. 

1 Kings xxi. 19. '^ Thus saith the Lord, in the place 
where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy 
blood, even thine.'' 29 

IV. Naaman, the Pattern of the Justified. 

2 Kings V. 13. ''And his servants came near and 
spake unto him and said. My Father, if the prophet had 
bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done 
it ? how much rather then when he saith to thee. Wash 
and be clean." 43^ 

V. Manassbh, or the continuance of the Effects 

OF repented Sin. 

2 Kings xxi. 2. " And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, after the abominations of the hea- 
then, whom the Lord cast out before the children of 
Israel." .... . ..... .69 



X Contents. 

Page 

VI. S. John the Baptist, or the Penitence of 

THE Innocbnt. 

S. Matt. xi. 11. ** Verily, I say unto you, Among 
them that are bom of women, there hath not arisen a 
gpreater than John the BaptTst.'' 77 

VII. Christ the Motive Power in Men. 
Col. X. 27. '< Christ in you, the hope of glory." . 93 

VIII. Christ the Object or loving Faith. 

Isa. zxziii. 17. "Thine eyes shall see the King in 
His Beauty : they shall behold the land that is very 
fjaroflf." 107 

IX. Christ the Pardoner of Sin. 

S. John Tiii. 11. ''Neither do I condemn thee: go, 
and sin no more." 123 

X. The Law or the Unseen World. 

Psalm ci. 1 . " My song shall be of Mercy and Judg- 
ment." 143 

XI. Union with Christ, the Law of Amendment. 

Isaiah zii. 5, 6. '' Sing unto the Lord ; for He hath 
done excellent things: this is known in all the earth. 
Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Sion, for great is 
theHoly One of Israel in the midst of thee." . . 159 

XII. Esau, or the Sorrow that worketh Death. 

Gen. xxfiH. 38. ** And Esau lifted up his vdoe and 
wept." 175 



SEBMON L 



ADAM, OR THE MERCIFUL DISCIPLINE OF 

LABOUR. 

Gbmbsis ▼. 5. 

** And all the days that Adam lived were nine hun- 
dred AND THIRTY YEARS ; AND HE DIEd/' 

The merciful dealings of God with Adam did 
not cease with the fall. Solemn and judicial as 
the sentence is^ it is not a curse. The curse is 
launched at the serpent, and inflicted on the' 
earth for man's sake. The man and the woman 
receive their doom^ but God hath not forgotten 
to be gracious. Though the nearness which He 
permitted in Paradise has ceased, yet in faith 
of the coming Seed, some converse still took 
place betwixt the Creator and His offending handi- 
work. We find Him providing the man and his 
wife with coats of skin, which circumstance has 
been held to presume the institution of sacrifice, 
and we have an act of devotion on the part of 

B 
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Eve^ when she bare a son and called his name 
Seth^ '^for God^ said she, hath appointed me 
another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew/^^ 

Now from these^ and from other circumstances^ 
it has been the universal belief of the Church 
that Adam is saved. This was the firm convic- 
tion of the Jews themselves, as is concluded from 
the text in the Wisdom of Solomon .^ " She (Wis- 
dom) preserved the first formed father of the 
world) that was created alone, and brought him 
out of his fall, and gave him power to rule all 
things/' Najr, they have a Strange but beautiful 
opinion that Adam in his long exile from Paradise 
consoled himself with the composition of the 93rd 
Psalm. ^'The Lord is King and hath put on 
gloriout apparel/'^ 

The belief ia the salvation of our first parents 
is almost universal in. the early Fathers of the 
Churchi S^ Augustine states the matter in these 
words^r^^^ Concerning the first man,, the father of 
the human race, that Christ, when He descended 
into hell, freed him from thence, ia the allowed 
uoiveraal consent of the Church. And it is to be 
held that she has not believed this on light 
geoands^ seeing that it has been handed down on 
aU sides, even although no express authority from 
cactonical Scriptures can be produced for itJ'^ 

> 6cn. hr. 25. • Wisd. x. 1. 

* Conk a Lap ad loa * £p. 99, ad Enod. 
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Tertnnian and &ihsn mention a carious tradi- 
tion that the bones of Adam were carefully pre- 
served by Noah in the ark^ and after the deluge, 
divided among his sons^ — that Shem got the 
skull^ and buried it on Mount Calvary^ so that 
there it was bedewed^ and washed^ and quickened 
in the Blood of Christ^ — the first subject of sinf 
being the first to find the fruit of the Blood of 
the Crucified One. 

The passages in S. Faurs Epistles which speak 
of the condemnation of the first man in contradis- 
tinction to the graces of the Second Adam, do not 
apply to the personal^ but to the figurative and 
collective Adam^ or human nature. It i« quite 
possible that Adam may bare been forgiven and 
yet have continued to suffer, and the deprivation 
of the Paradisaic gifts during his long penance of 
nine hundred and thirty years^ is quite compatible 
with his final acceptance. 

The condition of Adam's long life is made 
known to us in the terms of his ccmdemnation by 
the words of 6oi> Himself. "Cursed is the 
ground for thy sake.. In sorrow shalt thou eat of 
it all the days of thy life. Thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to tfaee^ and thou shali 
eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of thy 
brow shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unta 
the ground, for out of it wast thou taken, for dust 
thou art^ and unto dust shalt thou return.'^ 
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Here then was a high sentence to degradation, 
to labour, and to death. 

1. What a contrast was the life in Paradise to 
the life in the cursed field I To use a familiar 
expression, if ever any one came down in the 
world, it was Adam. He was stripped of right- 
eousness and of many a superadded gift, he no 
longer conversed with God as in times past, the 
heat and the burden of the day were his portion 
and his doom. Then how his memory must have 
supplied the elements of torment to him, if with 
Boethius we say, ^^that the most unhappy kind 
of misfortune is to have been happy,'' or with our 
own Chaucer, following Dante, 

" For of Fortune's sharp adversity 
The worst kind of infortune is this, 
A man to have been in prosperite, 
And it remember, when it passed is." 

What must have been Adam's regrets when he 
compared his fallen state with the condition in 
which God had created him ? Nay, more, inas- 
much as we often see the results of sin more 
evidently in others' faults than in our own, how 
must his heart have been wrung as during the 
long life which God gave him, he witnessed the sin 
and the misery as a consequence of sin which 
prevailed among his immediate descendants. The 
death of Abel and the homicide of Lamech are 
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but specimens of that which must have day by 
day afflicted our first father. 

2. And next his sentence was to labour. The 
earth was now only to yield her increase at the 
price of the sweat of man's brow. Every day's 
work was a reward of the primaeval sin. To 
secure Adam's repentance it was necessary that 
he should in the very circumstances of his life 
have something perpetually to recall to him the 
past, and at the same time to occupy his time and 
his attention. The inclination to sin which was 
one of the effects of the fall introduced into the 
human race, would have become intolerable under 
the influences of idleness^ and therefore God in 
His mercy ordained this life of toil to preserve 
fallen man from the consequences of his own 
offence. 

Furthermore the presence of the temporal 
judgment upon sin tended specially to prevent its 
repetition, not only by the actual vengeance it 
daily took upon it, but by the unceasing effect of 
its pain. Adam's life was at once expiatory and 
disciplining. It was one both of submission to 
the supreme will of a correcting providence, and 
it was a lowly wearied condition very profitable 
to the increase of penitence. It was the state of 
life of all others most likely to ensure the first 
father's final acceptance, and therefore is an 
instance of the mercy of Almighty God, Who is 



6 Adam : 

merciful when He layeth on His hand^ as when 
He blesseth. 

8. His last sentence was death. Not only in 
the condemnation in Genesis^ but all through S. 
Paul's argument, Death is made one of the punish- 
ments of Adam's sin. ''Sin entered into the 
world and death by sin/' " So death passed upon 
all men/'i 

We cannot speculate upon what would have 
been the condition of the human race if it had 
not fallen; but this appears probable, that by 
eating the fruit of the Tree of life, they could 
have been preserved in the vigorous health of a 
perpetual manhood. GtOD distinctly told Adam, 
in laying on him the condition of obedience, (the 
abstinence from the forbidden fruit,) that in the 
day he ate ''thereof he should surely die; and 
though He afterwards so fu* remitted the penalty 
that He did not cut him off in his sins, but left 
him time for repentance, yet He did not change 
His counsel to the extent of omitting the condem- 
nation. Then^ as now, " Sin brought forth death.'' 
Adam forfeited his life^ and God, after giving him 
nine hundred and thirty years of disciplining toil, 
exacted that forfeit. 

Now, the great father of the human race is the 
pattern of fallen humanity. We are told that 
''Adam begat a son in his own likeness," and that 

^ Bom. ▼. 12. 
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image has been perpetuated in all his detoead- 
ants. It is in this likeness — the likeness of sin- 
ful flesh — that the Second Adam has appeared, 
in Whom and through Whom all who are bom 
again have been restored to a higher grace than 
that from which our father fell. And this fact 
of Adam being the pattern of the human race in 
all things, is especially shown forth in the disci- 
pline of his life. What penitent Adam under- 
wenty penitents must expect to undergo now; 
and the triple result of the primaeval sin,-*--degrg- 
datioD^ labour, and death, — is found in the case 
of all those, who having sinned against the 
Majesty of Heaven, and having repented, yet bear 
about to their dying day the scars and wounds 
of their old transgressions* 

First, then, a certain degradation iittaches itself 
to the sinner now. This arises in two ways« First 
of all, there is the Segradation which we have io- 
herited from Adam as the doom of original sin* 
The contrast between the paradisaic ttud the fallen 
man is very striking, even though we do not 
agree with those who hold that man has become 
utterly depraved by the Fall. We are, indeed, 
fallen from a high estate. We have forfeited many 
supernatural graces, have lost many gifts, and 
have suffered, both in body and soul. Disease, and 
sickness, and weakness, and the like, may all be 
traced to the primaeval sin, as may also our pnmiS- 
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ness to temptation^ the excess of our self-love^ the 
feebleness of our wills, our natural weariness in 
#ell- doing, our shrinking from duty, our coldness 
in devotion, and the like. And next, there is a 
still more serious degradation^ in the case of the 
aetual sinner — of the man who has fallen from 
baptismal grace. Here we have the evil aggra- 
vated by the mercies scouted. To be in a state 
of grace, is to be in Christ Jesus — to have the 
earnest of the Spirit — to be a new creature — to 
be dead, and to have the life hidden with Christ 
in God. One single deliberate sin in the Chris* 
tian mars all this — casts down the soul from her 
high pinnacle, and for the time degrades her be- 
low the level of the heathen. If we could look 
on these things as the holy angels look upon them, 
we should Appreciate this, but our senses are 
holden, and our spiritual perceptions are dull, 
and we are led astray by the glitter of the DeviPa 
lures, and so we cannot appreciate the misery of 
the " woe unto us, for we have sinned.^^ 

But even as it is, enough of the misery and 
foulness of sin is manifested to exhibit to us in 
some sense what a sad deterioration in heart, in- 
tellect, and condition comes over him who sells 
himself, as Ahab did, to work wickedness, by 
making the wrong election in life — the choice ef 
this world instead of the next — the choice of self 
instead of Gk>D. 
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And next, (2.) the sentence of the penitent man 
is to labour. As Adam in mercy was condemned 
to this, as one means of the removal of his sin, so 
the fallen Christian now finds in labour and toil a 
merciful discipline^ correcting in him self-indul- 
gence and the numerous class of evils which idle- 
ness and sloth bring in their train. The award 
of toil has been laid upon every one of the de- 
scendants of Adam as the doom of fallen humanity, 
and woe be to that man who from circumstances 
imagines himself exempted from the common lot 
of labour 1 Bitter,, both iii- this world and the 
nexl, will be the fruit which they gather who, 
men>or women — rich or poor — neglect this great 
law, and live to themselves, in. mere idleness and 
pleasure. A life without duties, is an unblessed 
life, and duty, by its very nature, implies labour. 
It may be the labour of the head, as well as the 
labour of the hand, but labour and duty of some 
kind is the ordinance of Goo— the lot of fallen 
man — the penance of primaeval sin-r— the discipline 
of life — the sanctification of the world — and the 
earnest of that perpetual Sabbath in heaven, the 
very essence of the happiness of which is, rest 
after labour, and. repose in the Arms of God after 
the conflicts and fatigues of life. 

Viewed in this light, the very misfortunes of 
the present time assume a diffierent aspect. Re- 
garded as a preparation for heaven, the homeliest. 
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the hardest, the saddest lot, assumes a brighter 
and most blessed aspect. 0^ if the great mass of 
(the unfortunate would come to view their sorrows 
thus, — how they would be sanctified and cheered 
under the heaviest dispensations 1 And that 
4he sons of toil — the many who labour with their 
liands, would appreciate the means of sanctification 
placed by their very circumstances within their 
.reach, instead of living such godless lives, that iu 
a spiritual view. Industry is becoming the ruin of 
Europe, and the .economic success of our country 
is being built upon such a creation of demoraliza- 
tion and such a ruin of immortal souls, as must 
soon call down the judgment of Almighty Ood. 

To every one, then, labour is appointed as the 
doom of Almighty Gron, but by every one, that 
labour may be applied to the sanctification of the 
soul, and to the remission of past sin. Accepted 
lovingly as coming from His Hand, received as 
the just reward of our deeds, the employment of 
every day will conduce directly to our final accept- 
ance. But we must not labour in a godless way, 
nor £x our thoughts upon it to the exclusion of 
the things of the next world. We may defeat 
the end which God has in view in condemning us 
to toil, if (as so many do) we make tliat toil our 
portion, if we are cumbered with m\xA serving — 
if we say, Soul, take thine ease in the occupations 
o{ the day, — if we use our daily worik to enable 
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us to fare sumptuously every day, we shall only be 
the worse for the great law of labour* But if we 
do our appointed work aa in the presence of God, 
looking upon it as the sign and memorial of our 
exclusion from paradise, facing with humility, pa- 
tience, and courage the trials and erosses of life, — 
associating all our labours with the holy labours of 
Jesus, — ^then the burden of life wiH tend directly 
to the salvation of our souls, — it will discipline our 
tempers, and moderate our natural inclinations, 
it will propitiate the eternal justice of Qqd, and 
bring our hearts and minds into perfect conformity 
with His holy will and commandments. 

Lastly, Adam, in consequence of and as punish* 
ment of his sin, was condemned to die. And the 
same doom has attached itself to all, save two of 
his descendants. In that awful event there is 
something sacramental, — it is the forfeit of sin 
and its due satisfaction. " The wages of sin is 
death,^' saith the Apostle. Now if it was the 
adequate penalty for the guilt of original sin, — 
in the case of those to whom by baptism the 
Blood of Jesus Christ has been applied to its 
remission, there must be so much punishment, as 
it were, disengaged, — for as the Death of Christ 
has not in this sense so destroyed death, that men 
have actually ceased to die the death of the body, 
it follows that in the case of them that are in 
Christ JesuSj that very death of the body may 
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be applied to the debt of sin^ — and thns^ that 
which in one sense is the natural fate of the 
human race^ a fate shared with the very beasts 
that perish^ may^ in another sense^ be a willing 
submission to the judgment of God^ — a sacrifice 
well pleasing to Him, and a sweet smelling sa- 
vour, which, being united by an act of the loving 
heart to the Death and Passion of our Lord, may 
partake of Its fragrance and appropriate Its merit, 
the full absolution of sin. In this sense, then, 
may we say^ ** Right dear in the sight of the 
Lord is tbe death of His saints,^' and with this 
thought may the repentant Christian say, '^ 
death, where is thy sting ? grave, where is thy 
victory I" 
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DAVID, OR THE MORAL RESULTS IN THIS 
WORLD OF FORGIVEN SIN. 

2 Sam. xii. 7. 

''Tnot; ART THlfi ICAN." 

Of all the saints of the old law^ there is no one of 
whom so much has been revealed as of King David. 
We know more of the external circumstances of 
his life^ and of the inward emotions of his hearty 
than of any of the other men whose biographies 
have been recorded ^^ for our admonition^ on whom 
the ends of the world are come.'' 

The fortunes of his life are given at great 
length. We follow him through all the stages of 
his career. Firsts as the bold and simple shep-* 
herd lad^-^then as the skilful musician^ sent to 
charm the spirit from Saul^ — again returned to his 
father's flock, combating and overthrowing the 
giant Philistinei admitted as a favourite at court. 
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and received as the friend of the king's son, 
raised to the Yiziership^ provoking the king^s 
jealousy^ increasing his popularity as a successful 
general, compelled to seek refuge among the 
priesthood from the royal anger, forced to go 
over to Achish the Philistine, pretending to be 
mad to conceal his purposes, establishing himself 
as a captain of banditti in the fastnesses of the 
Holy Land, hunted by Saul, and twice sparing 
him when he had him in his power, till the death 
of that monarch establishes the predominancy of 
Judah in his person over the Tribes of Israel. 

Once established on the throne through the fa- 
vour of God, he becomes daily greater and greater. 
The whole nation give in their adhesion, — the 
Philistines are routed, — the public worship of 
God ia re-inaugurated with, great pomp and holy 
joy, — idolatry is, expelled, — the Syriana are de* 
feated, — Hamatk conciliates him, — Edom ia oc- 
cupied* ^' So David reigned over alL land, and^ 
executed ya dgwrnnt and justice among all his 
people.^' 

And now came the great erime of his life. 
From that day forward his career, externally bril- 
liant though it was, wm a blighted one. Horrible 
sin penetrated into his dwelling. Seduction, 
violence, and murder stained the private life of 
his children. Intrigue destroyed the stability of 
his kingdom. He is driven with cuarses from Je- 
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rusalem. His fevourite son establisbes homself ia 
his steady under circumstances of peculiar thame 
and irritation ; quarrels between his chief minis- 
ters embitter his comfort on his restoration ; the 
seeds of fresh differences between Judah and 
Israel are sown to bear the bitter fruit of schism 
in the days of his grandson ; the unatoned sin of 
the family of Saul provokes three years' famine; 
the fatal numbering of the people brings on a 
pestilence^ and^ though the glory of his kingdom 
still remained mighty, and his years were pro- 
longed^ yet at length he sank into the grave still 
bearing the recollection of his crimes : for long 
after he had gone to his account, aod his repent- 
ance, and love, and devotion had gone up as a 
memorial to God, even when " the sure mercies'' 
of the Lord are mentioned as extending to his de- 
scendants for hift sake, that one crime is then re- 
corded even in the midst of his praise. Speaking 
of the sins of Abijam, it ia said, '^ his heart was 
not perfect with the Lord his GrOD, as the heart, 
of David his fiither. Nevertheless, for David'& 
sake, did the IjOBD his God give him r lamp in 
Jerusalem, ta set up his son after himy and to es- 
tabUsh Jerusalem : because David did that which 
was right in the eyea of the Lord, and turned not 
aside from anything that He commanded him all. 
the days of his life, save only in the matter of 
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Uriah the Hittite.^'^ Nay, even in the holy 
genealogy of the Blessed Son of God, in the ve- 
rification of that special promise, that of the fruit 
of his loins God should set on his seat the Re- 
deemer of Israel, even in the glorious record of 
Him, Who was by excellence the Son of David, 
that great baleful crime still stands staring before 
us, when it is recorded that "David the king be- 
gat Solomon of her that had been the wife of 
Urias."a 

But if David, in all the circumstances of his 
glory and his shame be thus known to us, we are 
also fully acquainted with the more inward emo- 
tions of his heart. Though he spoke by the in- 
spiration of God in the Psalms, and though much 
of what he said there is said in the Person of the 
coming Christ, yet still there remains a most 
touching record of all his feelings, — his joy in the 
Lord, his delight in the excellence, and glory, 
and beauty of the Supreme, his warm love of na- 
ture as ministering to His praise, his view of the 
lower creation as the work of God's hands, his 
estimate of the course of the world as the vindi- 
cation of an inscrutable providence, his love of 
virtue and his hatred of sin, his holy life, his firm 
trust, his careful self- watching, his deep repent- 
ance, his faith, his love, his confiding childlike 

1 1 Kings XV. 3—6. « S. Matt. i. 6. 
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submiasioh^ his uDmarmuring endurance^ his sa- 
tiftfaetion in God^s law, his comfort in His testi- 
monies, — all detailed in the most minute and 
touching matter, exhibiting to us his very inmost 
thoughts. David is the Saint Augustine of the 
times before Christ. Before him (as before the 
era of that great saint in the history of the mind 
of the later Church) all the worship is liturgical 
and objective, a work done, rather than an emotion 
felt, a duty rendered, a sacrifice oflFered, — thence- 
forth the feelings of the worshipper are minutely 
watched and recorded, — every sentiment being 
made to afford food for praise, and the process 
of the thought resting on and delighting in God, 
is detailed to stir up the devotion, and to animate 
the piety of others by his example. 

But we have to consider David in the one as- 
pect of his character, — as a penitent. The start- 
ling crime into which he is betrayed, is too well 
known to require insisting on here : still, there 
are some points in it which require our considera- 
tion. 

1. It was in the midst of a life of religion and 
of the fear of God, that this king was betrayed 
into this crime. He was not habitually licentious, 
but was overcome by a sudden temptation that 
came under his notice.^ This teaches us the 
great necessity of checking the very first motions 

^ Vide S. Aug. de Doctr. Christ, iii. 21. 

C 
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of sin, — a bold glance has often before this been 
the ruin of an immortal soul, and doubtless it was 
for this reason that our blessed Lord in fulfilling 
the old law in the sermon on the Mount, de- 
nounced the unholy looks as well as the completed 
act. " Whosoever looketh upon a woman to lust 
after her, hath committed adultery in his heart 
already." 

I say, we must watch over the beginnings . of 
sin, for in it, and in this kind especially, the last 
act is beyond our control. We cannot say in a 
sin, ^ thus far I intend to go and no further,' for 
there are agents implicated in our sins stronger 
than we are, and if they once get a footing within 
us, they become like a strong man armed, who 
will keep his house against our feeble resolves and 
our penitences, which face two ways. 

Moreover, this aspect of David's crime shows 
us that however good we may be, we cannot merit 
immunity from a shameful fall. It is true that 
innocence is easier than repentance, — it is true 
that every act of guilt increases the procUvity, 
while the very natural shame undestroyed, is a 
great protection ; still, no one must trust in the 
purity of his past career as a guarantee against 
temptation and sin. Nay, forsomuch as the temp- 
tations of good people are stronger than those of 
the bad, the danger in one sense is greater. 

The devil gets ordinary Christians without the 
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trouble of tempting them, one indulged sin serves 
his purpose ; but in the case of the good he is 
obliged to exercise all his force and all his astute- 
ness to bring about the ruin of the soul. This 
accounts in eccleaiastical history for the strange 
accounts we get of the temptations that have as- 
sailed the saints, and every one of you must have 
felt how sorely you have been assailed at times of 
especial fervour, as e.g. after Hgly Communion, 
or after fasting, or on any occasion when you 
have been especially earnest. Yet temptation is 
not sin, and if we have recourse to the Passion of 
Christ we shall be safe; nay, our crown shall 
be the brighter for the assault's sake. 

Next observe, — ^how David's sin led on to 
other sins of a different kind. It was not a 
mere sequence of transgression, but one crime 
led to another. No sooner was the first offence 
committed than a necessity for concealing its 
consequences ensued. David had a character to 
lose — how *'the ungodly^^ and "the flatterers, and 
the busy mockers,^^ of whose opinion he was so 
sensitive, would scoff in the public resorts of 
Jerusalem ! What a handle it would give to. the 
remains of the Sauline party — what strength to 
those disaffected at the predominance of Judah 
— above all, what satisfaction to the worshippers 
of the true God in the high places, in opposition 
to the state religion about to be established in 
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Jerusalem. The crime must at any price be con- 
cealed. First comes deceit ; the rough old loyal 
soldier is brought to Jerusalem to conceal his awn 
shame. That fails; he is intoxicated by the 
king's command. Still his .sense of discipline 
and duty is not destroyed even by his drunken- 
ness, and so something else must be done. He 
must be got out of the way at any price^ and so 
Joab is written to ; the injured husband is treach- 
erously exposed in a sortie from Rabbah^ and 
David slays the man whom he had wronged by 
the sword of the children of Ammon. 

Do you think that when David began his 
course of wickedness he contemplated this ? Do 
you think that he who had sincerely said, " Such 
as speak lies shall not dwell near me ; as for lies 
I hate and abhor them/^ expected to be led into 
falsehood — that he who had prayed to be delivered 
from the presumptuous sins of others^ should 
lead another into drunkenness— or that one who 
had said " the bloodthirsty and deceitful man doth 
my soul abhor/^ should himself perpetrate a very 
master-piece^ both of blood-thirstiness and deceit ? 
— I trow not. He thought that his one sin might 
stand by itself, and be done and over^ and that he 
might be as he had been in times past. He knew 
not how one guilt necessitates another^ and that 
once we stand on the slippery paths of iniquity^ 
we lose control over consequences. 
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Now observe how David's sin supplied the ma- 
terials for some of the greatest vexations of the 
rest of his life — yet this was by the mercy of God. 
GoD^ intending to save him^ worked out the 
punishment of his sin in this world. This should 
make people^ suffering under the hand of God^ 
accept such sufferings lovingly. It is a mark of 
predestination to have the evil wrought out of us 
in this life^ so that people have looked upon un- 
clouded prosperity as a very dangerous sign, if 
not as the prelude of damnation. David's sina 
then were castigated in this life, and in such a 
way as showed that such castigation was a direct 
consequence of his sin. This is seen chiefly in 
two instances: — 1. If any one watches the con- 
duct of David's nephew, Joab, the son of his 
sister Zeruiah, he will observe a marked difference 
in his conduct before and after the siege of Bab- 
bah. Up to that time he was the most devoted 
of his adherents^ and no doubt mainly contributed 
to his establishment on the throne. But he was 
now the master of David's secret, and his tone 
became menacing. On the failure of one of the 
attacks on Kabbah, he charged the messenger, 
saying, " When thou hast made an end of telling 
the matters of the war to the king, and if so be 
that the king's wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh unto the city 
when ye did fight ? — knew ye not that they would 
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shoot from the wall ? — Who smote Abimelech the 
son of Jerubbesheth ? — did not a woman cast ai 
piece of a millstone upon him from the wall, that 
he died in Thebez? Why went ye nigh the 
wall? Then say thou. Thy servant Uriah the 
Hittite is dead also.'^^ After this he was con- 
cerned in the restoration of Absalom to David^s 
favour, which he brought about by the widow of 
Tekoah, a step fraught with very great evil to the 
king. During his master's banishment we jQnd 
be did not come actively forward, although he so 
far adhered to his cause, that Absalom appointed 
Amasa captain of the host in his stead, and Abi« 
shai his brother expressed his indignation at the 
cursings of Shimei. At the final battle however 
in the wood of Ephraim, Joab led the van, and it 
was by his hand that the unnatural son -was slain. 
In the fatal weakness David showed on this 
event Joab assumed a menacing tone : in spite of 
the resolution of the king that no blood should 
be shed, he slew Amasa, nay, such was his power, 
that for the rest of the king's life, he was able to 
maintain himself ^^ over all the host of Israel.''^ 
Opposing David in the numbering of the people, 
and conspiring to set aside Solomon in favour of 
Adonijah, his death was a legacy of vengeance by 
David, smarting under years of peremptory dicta- 
tion. '^ Moreover thou knowest also what Joab 

1 2 Samuel xi. 19. , ^ Ibid. xx. 23. 
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the son of Zeruiah did to me^ and what he did to 
the two captains of the host of Israel^ unto Abner 
the son of Ner^ and unto Amasa the son of Jetheri 
whom he slew^ and shed the blood of war in peace^ 
and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was 
upon his loins and in his shoes that were on his 
feet. Do therefore according to thy wisdom^ and 
let not his hoar head go down to the grave in 
peace." 

All this shows us how the sin of David worked 
out some bitter results in his intercourse with 
his relation and chief officer. David had lost his 
respect^ and not an entire life of repentance and 
piety was able to restore his moral ascendancy 
over him. Nor is the world changed in this re- 
spect since those days« 

2. The other direct consequence of David's 
crime in the politics of Judaea^ and consequently 
in the king's comfort^ was the rebellion of his 
son. Absalom^ who was a showy ambitious 
young prince^ was led in all that he did by the 
crafty Ahithophel. His influence both with Da- 
vid and Absalom was at one time almost un- 
bounded. "The counsel of Ahithophel^ which 
he counselled in those days^ was as if a man had 
inquired at the oracle of God: so was all the 
counsel of Ahithophel both with David and with 
Absalom/'^ 

1 2 Samuel xvi. 23. 
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Now, by comparing 2 Sam. xi. 3, with 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 34, we find that this wise old man was the 
grandfather of Bathsheba : consequently we may 
infer, either that Ahithophel secretly all through 
his life resented the indignity done to his family, 
and vented his spite by aiding and abetting in the 
subsequent rebellion, or else (which is more likely) 
he presumed upon his connection with the king's 
wife, and aimed at some great object of his am- 
bition, in which he was disappointed. Whatever 
his motives may have been, there is no doubt of 
this relationship, and one cannot fail seeing the 
hand of God selecting the scourges of his punish- 
ment from the connections of the circumstances 
of the sin. 

Now, I believe that any, looking back upon 
the history of their past lives, will recognise that 
this law has prevailed in their own case; that 
the sin they have committed has generally afforded 
the source of their punishment, and that they may 
trace the one to the other as cause and effect. 
Not that they of necessity accompany each other 
at once. Years sometimes elapse, and other men 
may fail to trace the connection, yet the victim him- 
self knows that surely his sin has found him out. 

Little recks the world what goes on in the in- 
most heart, yet how often has that heart winced 
under the remembrance of an old transgression !. 
Many a day has gone by, and the feelings have 



The Moral Results of forgiven Sin. 25 

gone to sleep^ and the companions of the old 
guilt are, perhaps, in their graves, when some 
sudden allusion, or remembered scene, or a sight 
or a soand or a scent connected with old associa- 
tions, wrings the heart and blanches the cheeky 
and cuts into the soul. 

And this is specially the case in the instance of 
that sin of which David was guilty. I am pre- 
cluded by the refinement of the day from speaking 
very explicitly on this subject ; but this I must 
say — that of all the offences against God, none 
work out their own vengeance so evidently as the 
sins of the flesh. The works of the flesh are 
*' manifest,^' and so are their fearful fruits. Other 
sins, such as pride, may really be more hateful in 
the estimation of God, but none works such fear- 
ful ruin on its perpetrator as this. The temple 
of God, the human body, polluted — the spouse of 
the Holy Ghost, the human soul, defiled — the 
" members^^ of Christ made the members of an 
harlot — these are the descriptions of this sin by 
inspiration itself; and can it be wondered at that 
this should draw down the anger of God ? Nor 
needs it that the offence be perpetrated in act. 
The unclean thought, the wicked imagination, the 
unchastened hankering, is deep, damning sin, — 
the more dangerous because so transitory; the 
more fatal, because so easily forgotten. O that 
men, especially the young, would remember that 
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their secret sins are in the light of God^s Coiin- 
tenance^ and that He reads the thoughts of their 
inmost souls ! 

But the thoughtful reader of David^s wicked- 
ness must have heen struck with one thing — ^how 
for a whole year his conscience went to sleep ! 
Not only on the first perpetration of crime, but 
even when the fear of exposure led him on to 
murder, does he seem not to have awakened to a 
sense of what he had done. Fear of man, there 
lacked not, and doubtless he smarted under the 
taunt of Joab, but till the message of Nathan, he 
seems never to have opened his eyes to his wicked- 
ness in the sight of God. It was only after the 
parable, the condemnation, " Thou art the man,'^ 
and the terrible sentence, announcing a punish- 
ment, in kind the same, but in degree beyond his 
crime, that he made confession and said, " I have 
sinned against the Lord/' The particular sin he 
committed accounts for this. None is so blinding 
in its effects. Excited emotions are reckless of con- 
sequences, and an absorbing passion of this sort^ 
possessing itself of the whole nature, deadens the 
conscience, and, engrossing every thought and oc- 
cupying every hour, swallows up all other sensa- 
tions in itself, rendering it deaf to the warnings 
of God or man, to the anxious remonstrance of 
friends, or the unutterable groans of the Holy 
Ghost. 
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Yet when the sin was once brought home to 
him, how touching — how lowly is his repentance ! 
We have to go away from the historical record of 
Scripture to the book of Psalms, to discover the 
sentiments of this eminent servant of God, If 
he was great in crime, he is greater in penitence. 
How touching is his Miserere I " Have mercy 
upon me, God, for Thy great goodness ; not for 
any merit of mine, but for the multitude of Thy 
mercies. Wash me — cleanse me — for I acknow- 
ledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me. 
Purge me with hyssop, — that is, pontifically, as 
the High Priest purged the holy place with hys- 
sop dipped in blood ; wash me in the Blood of 
the coming Messiah, and I shall be whiter than 
snow. Make me a clean heart, — one no longer 
foul with unholy passion — and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy 
presence — that Presence which is fulness of joy — 
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
give me the comfort of Thy help again — that grace 
which I have forfeited by my fault, and stablish me 
with Thy Lordly Spirit. Then shall I teach 
Thy ways unto the wicked — who shall learn from 
Thy dealings with me not to oflfend any more. 
Thou shalt open my lips, Lord, and my mouth 
shall show Thy praise. The sacrifice of a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.'* 

If any of us, secretly or openly, in thought or 
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in act^ have sinned like David, may God give us 
grace to repent as he did I We know that there 
is a Fountain opened for uncleanness and sin — 
that precious Blood has flowed, one drop of which 
could cleanse ten thousand sinful worlds. We 
know the means held out hy God for the restora- 
tion of such as have sinned away their early grace 
and defiled that which God hath made holy : be 
it ours to use those means. Be it ours to exercise 
so thorough a repentance as may, for Christ's 
sake, be accepted. Believe me, true repentance 
is not the light and careless thing the Devil 
would persuade you that it is. It is not mere 
sorrow without amendment, neither is it mere 
amendment without sorrow, but it is that deep and 
contrite feeling pervading the whole soul, which 
bearing witness to its own foulness in the eyes of 
God, seeks to destroy the hated past, and by works 
meet for repentance, to make up the mispent 
time, and to consecrate again those faculties which 
have been defiled by sin, to the perfect service 
of God. 
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AHAB, OR MITIGATION OF SENTENCE PASSED. 

1 Kings xxi. 19. 
" Thus saith the Lord, in the place where dogs 

LICKED THE BLOOD OF NaBOTH SHALL DOGS LICK THT 
BLOOD, EVEN THINE." 

The fruits of schism were ripening in the king- 
dom of Israel. While Judah remained in com- 
parative tranquillity^ still under the descendants 
of the royal house of David^ the sister-realm was 
the prey of continual revolutions, and the scene 
of the most revolting iniquities. Rebellion in 
the .State had led on to separation in the Churchy 
and separation in the Church had gone down- 
ward, through various stages and degrees of 
error, till we find idolatry irrevocably fixed within 
the bounds of that distracted kingdom. And, as 
might be expected, the practice of king and 
people was no better than their faith, for we 
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generally find that a true faith and a holy prac- 
tice go together, while a vague code of belief is too 
often accompanied with as lax a code of morals. 

It is to be expected that not only should the 
manners of this time be generally corrupt, but 
that we should be able to fix upon certain striking 
acts symbolizing the general depravity. And no 
one who reads the account of the judicial murder 
of Naboth can fail to execrate a crime of the 
deepest dye. It was a crime as atrocious in its 
details as miserable in its results. It brought 
down the vengeance of God and summed up the 
measure of the iniquities of him who had sold 
himself to work evil in His sight. 

My brethren, here is subject for thought for 
all men. Beware of the sin of Ahab. But some 
of you will say, ''why am I to beware of this 
sin — I am gentle and kindly — I am not tempted 
to cruelty and bloodshedding. Is thy servant a 
dog that he should do this thing V^ Be not high- 
minded, but fear ; ask yourselves what was the 
beginning-sin of Ahab, and then say are you 
clear of it ; and recollect that no man knows the 
consequences of his acts of sin: he has only 
power over the beginnings. No man can tell 
how far the results of one evil act may stretch 
both through this life and the next. Ahab 
neither contemplated cruelty nor murder, nor 
foresaw the awful judgment hanging over his 
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sin^ when first he admitted the temptation and 
consented to it. 

And what was the sin of Ahab ? It was covet* 
ousness. I touch many of you here now. " Ahab 
spoke unto Naboth, Give me thy vineyard, that I 
may have it for a garden of herbs, because it 
is near my house/' Surely this was no great 
sin, I hear some of you say in your hearts ; and 
yet little as you think it, it led to the utter over- 
throw and destruction of Ahab, He was king of 
Israel ; he was rich and powerful ; he lived in a 
splendid court, surrounded by luxury and pomp ; 
but there was one little vineyard that marched 
with the palace garden ; it lay well into Ahab's 
estate; it would have made such a complete 
thing (the courtiers probably said), if it could be 
got within the ring-fence ; and so Ahab coveted it. 

But he rested there for the time. Possibly it 
might have continued an indulged morose wish, 
without any further steps being taken by him, 
bad not the cause of evil been advocated by his 
cruel spouse. He had offered a fair price and 
a good bargain to Naboth : it must have rested 
there ; but the heathen daughter of the Sidonian 
king had already exhibited her fierce and cruel 
disposition in the persecution of the prophets of 
God. She had, if we may judge from a subse« 
quent part of her history, much charm of manner, 
in which she had unbounded confidence, and neg- 
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lected no means of dress and ornament to heighten 
the effect of her fascinations. She was just the 
person to get a profound influence over such a 
man as Ahah ; and our great dramatic poet^ in 
his tragedy founded on a scene of violence in 
our own country, has painted with a power hardly 
ever excelled, the mastery which a strong-willed 
and determined woman obtains over a weak and 
vicious husband. The proverb says that " the 
best thing spoiled becomes the worst ;" and when 
that which is ordained by God for a good end is 
wrested to evil, then the results are most dis- 
tressing. Woman was intended by God to be an 
help meet for man, and when she fulfils her mis- 
sion, her sphere of usefulness is almost boundless. 
In the family is her legitimate field of action, and 
no one can say what good a high principled and 
sensible woman may do to those she lives with. 
But when her influence for good is turned to 
evil, great is the mischief. Without alluding to 
the grosser forms of the evil effects, as where 
the wife leads a bad life, or indulges in the too 
common sin of intemperance, what a sad spectacle 
is the household of a careless, extravagant, unprin- 
cipled, and godless woman I In the lower orders 
we see the result manifesting itself in a husband 
gradually becoming reckless and dissipated — in 
sons brought up in neglect and forgetfulness of 
God — in daughters whose fate it is too sad to 
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mention. In the upper classes we behold the 
sad results of such a mother^ in the debt and em- 
barrassments of the head of the house^ in the 
hollow pursuit of fashion^ season after season^ 
in the callous heart and bitter experiences^ — 
the rewards which the world gives to its sedu- 
lous worshippers. " Vanity of vanities^ saith the 
preacher^ all is vanity." 

The active part of the crime which followed was 
effected by the wicked and fascinating princess. 
She was not ashamed to propose to the elders of 
Jezreel to become the accomplices of her atro- 
cious crime. Here we see how schism and idol- 
atry had sapped the morality of Israel. They 
who had halted between Jehovah and Baal^ 
who had renounced Jerusalem for Dan and Bethel 
-—who had bent the knee and kissed Baal — ^were 
quite ready for the most flagitious acts of un- 
principled complaisance. To find favour in Ahab's 
sight — for the letters were sealed with his seal — 
these men hesitated not to condemn a man £EJsely 
to deaths to suborn &lse witnesses^ and to ally 
themselves with the sons of Belial to work the 
destruction of an innocent fellow-citizen. 

However^ though the active part of the crime 
was done by the queen^ her weak and corrupted 
husband was made responsible for its results. 
His feeble nature shrank from the means whereby 
\m end was carried, but he did not prevent thei^ 
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idcr that Ahab exclaimed, ' Hioir ;..- -. . s^i 
O mine enemy V^ By hin iirii* wt -jui .-jvi?: 

prophet of God to appear .n t •/.r^r^-.: *.%•-' 

to him. In the pencn '.r ^:>a u-. .Ai;»rt 

which was good, while :;ii» rlftr^-ii ;.'r/*r./i. 

in Ahab an imperv>nar.i n. ki «ii I'^c 

fonl, and tyrannical, and ^jacr-^ir.. <iui ^'^.'U 

in the world. ^ Do I ncn lan^. iii^n iixd*. 

Thee, and am not I an^rj ▼ ri '*\t<^ tua. 

up against Thee? Yea, ; .uff>. iucyi tv^t 
even as if thev wer^ 2:,:ii* *ra*niii^ ' 
id 80 Hijah aiiiT^rt, ^'I ia:.-t i'juut :uf:» 

inae tboa hast Md ti-niitr' v^ vu-t -r i u :ii* 

m 

it of the loan.^ T!i«* ji u-vi*'t t *'niti»nj»-' 
men to Iscstft ijit rvui. 7*ii^i- ii-^ <t*> 
Lt lepiuatlk ^0 tJifnx^ ^nt uiu«n iiivfr» j: 
the cue wneci '^^im: rvjt xk^^. v. :u»:i' tui} 
ly and openhr lo r>^u&t vjr^. 
[And if erer rebiaiu; wtit wp^tvtK, ':utt: u' .u^ 
ihct was on this waCMEKn^ It wnfc nut tnin r*. 
bat dennndatioA. Jt ^tiundfiM :iit t-urv. 
God npwi the gtnlxy Afaab auo u^ i#i««;»:-r' 
naee was to be ctr: off iw iuK mu, i,* um^ 
was to perish on tie '•ear apir vi«'-» u* liut 
I, "In the plM* »iwK4i^Jjat<:t :ui uiuuc 
Naboth, ahaU dciga ljdf% Wggd, wn. 'mu*- ' 
theae words nwd ^w » i^j,^. .^^ ^ 
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means; nay he even acquiesced in their result 
He did not hinder his wife from committing the 
crime. He profited by the consequences of an 
enormity he was not bold enough to commit« And 
so judgment was denounced against him^ teaching 
us that we are liable for those sins which we may 
prevent and do not^ and that we cannot shrink from 
the responsibility of a fault of which we reap the 
proceeds. If I knowingly let my house to men 
conspiring against the state^ and thus give them 
facilities for plotting^ I am Uable to be punished 
both by God and man. If like old Eli I connive at 
sins which I might prevent, I am, awful thought^ 
culpable for the sins of others. " Cleanse me, 
God, from my secret faults, and save me from 
the sins of other men/' 

Naboth was now stoned, done to death by false 
and evil tongues. Ahab had gone down to take 
possession of the vineyard forfeited to the state. 
Violence seemed to have triumphed, and doubtless 
the idolatrous courtiers jested at the thought of 
an avenging God in Israel. But the justice of 
God slept not. " The word of the Lord came to 
Elijah the Tishbite/' The prophet who had been 
pitted against the king all through his life, who 
had headed the opposition during the entire reign, 
who had come into collision with the royal autho- 
rity on more occasions than one, was the person 
selected to denounce the vengeance of God. No 
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wonder that Ahab exclaimed^ ^' Hast thou found 
me^ mine enemy V* By his sins he had made 
the prophet of God to appear in a constant hos« 
tility to him. In the person of Elijah he hated 
that which was good^ while the fervid prophet 
recognised in Ahab an impersonation of all that 
was foul^ and tyrannical^ and idolatrous^ and god- 
hating in the world. *' Do I not hate them that 
hate Thee^ and am not I angry with them that 
rise up against Thee ? Yea^ I hate them right 
sore, even as if they were mine enemies/' 

And so Elijah answers, '^I have found thee, 
because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the 
sight of the Lord/' There is always a tendency 
in wicked men to hate the good. Their lives are 
a silent reproach to them. And much more is 
this the case when the good feel it their duty 
boldly and openly to rebuke vice. 

And if ever rebuke was severe, that of the 
prophet was on this occasion. It was not only re- 
buke, but denunciation. It thundered the curse 
of God upon the guilty Ahab and his posterity. 
His race was to be cut off for his sins, he him- 
self was to perish on the very spot where he had 
sinned, *^ In the place where dogs licked the blood 
of Naboth, shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine." 

Now these words reveal to us a great law of 
Gob's righteous government of the world. It is 
this, that as closely as the night follows day, so 
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closely does punishment follow on 8in. And nol 
only that^ but that every sin bears alon^ with it 
its own peculiar vengeance^ and supplies from its 
own entrails the very punishment which is its 
own. This tremendous truth remained even with 
the heathen. Nay^ they actually deified the revenge 
of the Supreme, and the goddess At^, slow-aveng- 
ing yet sure, was she whom they supposed ever to 
dog the heels of crime through many a year's 
prosperity, and in the end to blast the existence 
of the guilty ones. And that which remained 
as a deep sentiment in the heart of man, even 
amid the corruptions of the Gentile error, was ab- 
solutely and in so many words announced in the 
revelation, of the true religion. Moses in giving 
permission to the Beubenites and Gadites to oc- 
cupy the eastern side of Jordan, laid upon them 
as a condition that they should cross over and 
help their brethren till they were established in 
the ^promised land, saying to them that if they 
failed they would sin, and that if they sinned, 
punishment would follow. ^^ But if ye will not 
do so, behold ye have sinned against the Lord, 
and be sure your sin will find you out.^^ 

It is according to right reason that it should 
be w^ For if one aspect of sin be that it is an 
infraction and violation of the holy law of Gk)D, 
which law is ordained for the preservation and 
benefit of His creation^ it follows that such an 
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injury must be inflicted thereon as must have 
fearful consequences. And whether these con- 
sequences be in themselves wrapped up in the sin^ 
or demand that something must be done to pre- 
vent its continuance, it follows that pain, as a 
matter of course, must follow upon transgression. 
This pain is what we call punishment^ and it must 
always bear an exact proportion to the ofience, so 
that by the penalty being exacted^ the balance of 
GoD^s justice may re-adjust itself. 

Furthermore, it is according to right reason 
that not only should sin in general be followed by 
punishment, but that to each sin should be attached 
its own peculiar penalty. Whether the punish- 
ment be the merciful chastisement of God in this 
life, or His vindictive justice in the world to come^ it 
is fit that there should be a correspondence between 
them. In this world, we see this very frequently. 
Excess in eating and drinking leads to many kinds 
of bodily diseases. Coarser indulgence has its 
own evil attached to it, besides the enfeebMng of 
the powers, and the decay of the body, which it 
persecutes to old age. Ambition ever overleaps 
itself, and finds its best antidote in the disappoint- 
ment of its hopes ; while hatred, by kindling the 
corresponding sentiment in other souls, becomes 
its own revenge, by withdrawing the element of 
love from life, and thus anticipating the worst 
sorrow of hell. 
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And even as regards the punishmcDts of the 
future state^ although little is revealed to us on 
this subject^ the pious imagination of Christendom 
has ever believed that the unutterable woes of 
that cursed abode will take their shape from the 
sins which they have to avenge. You all know 
how the Christian Poet in his immortal poem^ ap- 
portions the judgments of God upon transgressors^ 
and you recollect that the devout author of the 
^'^ Imitation of Christ '' insists on this : 

'^In what things a man hath sinned^ in the 
same shall he be the more grievously punished. 

^^ There shall the slothful be pushed forward 
with burning goads^ and the gluttonous be tor- 
mented with extreme hunger and thirst. 

" There shall the luxurious and lovers of plea- 
sures be bathed in burning pitch and fetid brim* 
stone; and the envious^ like rabid dogs^ shall 
howl for very grief. 

" There shall the proud be filled with all con* 
fusion ; the covetous shall be punished with mise* 
table penury. 

''There is no sin but shall have its proper 
torment/'^ 

But be this as it may : this^ at least, is certain, 
— that in the denunciation launched by Elijah at 
Ahab, there underlies a general truth, "Thus 
saith the Lord, In the place where dogs licked 

^ Imitation of Christ, I. zxiv. 3. 
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the blood of Naboth, shall dogs lick thy bloody 
even thine/^ In whatsoever thou hast sinned^ 
in that thou shalt be punished. Thine old sin 
will supply the fuel for its fire. Be sure thy sin 
will find thee out, sooner or later — ^here or in the 
unseen world. 

And all this, even although Christ hath died 
for all men. We know that the Life and Death of 
our Lord is a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the whold 
world. Thanks be to God, there is no condem- 
nation for them that are in Christ Jesus. The 
very Gospel, by its terms, is the Gospel of recon- 
ciliation, and Christ, by His Death, hath merited 
sufficient grace for the whole world ; but still we 
see that so far as regards this world, some part of 
the temporal punishment of sin remains, even to 
those whom we may humbly believe to have been 
forgiven ; who have submitted to the loving dis- 
cipline of the Church — have sorrowed earnestly 
and anxiously, and have brought forth fruits meet 
for repentance. Doubtless it is in mercy that 
God has left this portion of His displeasure re-^ 
maining upon repented sin. He would teach us 
thereby what a grievous thing it is to fall from 
the living God, and that sin, in His eyes, has 
enormities which we, in our present condition^ 
cannot enter into. 

And this mixed condition of the mercy and 
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chastiiemeiit of God^ is iFbrther illostrated by this 
very instance. In regard to one part of Elijah's 
malediction — the corse upon AhaVs poaterity — 
we are told, '^ It came to pass, when Ahab heard 
those words, that he rent his clothes, and put 
sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in 
sackcloth, and went softly. And the word of the 
Lo&D came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Seest 
thou how Ahab bumbleth himself before Mef 
Because he humbleth himself before me, I wiO 
not bring the evil in his days, but in his son's 
days will I bring the evil on his house/^ 

Here was a repentance on the part of Ahab. 
It was an imperfect repentance, for it did not 
revoke the second part of Elijah's denunciation ; 
neither was it a repentance such as Manasseh's, 
whereby his soul has been saved ; but still it was 
a repentance, efficacious, so far as it went. If he 
had repented more, more would have been for- 
given him. As it was, somewhat was remitted. 
This teaches us the efficaciousness of a true peni- 
tence, — the only way to apply the Blood of 
Chbist to the sins of Christians. If even the 
attrition of such a man as Ahab — the sorrow for 
sin brought on by its consequences — was able to 
do somewhat for the man who had sold himself to 
do evil in the sight of the Lord, what power 
shall that long and lowly repentance have which, 
springing from a deep sense of injury to our best 
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of friends^ the Blessed and Holy Son of Ood^ 
Who has died for us^ and growing into a hearty 
detestation of sin^ because it is a grievous despite 
and offence to Him^ causes us to walk lowly all our 
days. God is ever more ready to hear than we to 
pray. He is ever more ready to forgive than we to 
repent. Can anything commend more to us the 
love of God in Ghbist, than this anticipation of 
our return on His part f There are we, sinning 
and half repenting, and sinning again — again and 
again, oftentimes repeated; and there is God, 
spreading out His Hands on the Gross to us all 
the day long, gainsaying and rebellious though 
we be — lifted up as the Victim of our Redemp- 
tion in the Eucharistic Commemoration of His 
salutary Passion — presented within the heaven of 
heavens on the celestial altar as the Lamb that 
was slain — the "one Sacrifice for ever,'' recon- 
ciling earth to heaven. 

To Him, then, let us turn in. humble, trusting 
confidence. He wills not that one of His little 
ones should perish. Each of us, by the very fact 
of our Baptism, has an interest individually in all 
His life-giving actions. We have only to appro- 
priate them to ourselves by an earnest and true 
repentance. First, by a true heart-sorrow for 
what we have done ; a heart-sorrow moulding our 
whole dispositions, and tempering, with sweet and 
holy sadness, the days as they pass along. Then 



42 Ahab. 

by evincing both to God and man that we have 
done with sin for ever^ confessing our iniquity to 
Him^ and manifesting to man that we desire to 
repair the scandals which our ill example may 
have caused in past years^ by confessing Cqbist 
before men; and lastly, by living such lives as 
become true penitents : men possessed with an 
abiding sense, that some special self-denial is good 
for those who have sinned much in times pas^ 
and that joys perfectly innocent to the innocent, 
may be interdicted in their case, if only to renew 
day by day their prayer to God, " Wash me more 
and more from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin/' 

And blessed will such a repentance be : blessed 
in the peace with which it floods the guilty soul — 
blessed in the calm years of sober and lowly ex- 
ertion in the service of God — blessed in the quiet, 
hopeful, unexcited deathbed : most blessed, most 
holy, most satisfying in its final and everlasting 
reward. 



SEKMON IV. 



NAAMAN, THE PATTERN OF THE JUSTIFIED. 

2 Kings v. 13. 

'''And his seavants came near and spake unto him 
AND SAID, My Father, if the prophet had bid 

THEE DO SOME GREAT THING, WOULDEST THOU NOT 
have done it ? HOW MUCH RATHER THEN WHEN HE 
8AITH TO THEE, WaSH AND BE CLEAN." 

The various saints under the old law who are 
types of our Blessed Saviour^ seem each to have 
represented some one portion of His holy and di- 
vine character. Mankind seemed, if we may so 
speak^ not having yet had Him given Who was 
bestowed upon us as an ensample that we should 
follow His steps^ to have been unable to do more 
than to shadow forth one aspect of His adorable 
perfections. In each of these types there is one 
point at which they touch the likeness to Christ^ 
while in others they may be very far from simi- 
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larity to Him. Thus in studying their histories we 
find one salient point in which the typification isv 
founds while perhaps the rest of their lives and 
characters supply no food for such holy ana- 
logies. 

And in considering these one after another^ we 
shall see how taken altogether they serve to fill up 
the canvas on which the Prophetic Christ was gra- 
dually being delineated, — each supplying his share 
to the lovely portraiture. Thus Adam supplies 
the type of perfect humanity — the first man Adam 
foreshadowing the second Adam Christ. Noah 
afibrds us the idea that He Who came as perfect 
Man came also to deliver a messagie^ a gospel. 
Emphatically Christ is a ^^ preacher of righteous- 
ness.'^ Abraham gives us that thought of the in- 
tercourse which took place between our Lord and 
His Eternal Father, in that beautiful description 
of him as the friend of God. While Melchizedek 
begins to suggest to the mind of the Church that 
sacerdotal function, the Priest for ever, the offerer 
of bread and wine, and the receiver of tithes from 
the father of the faithful. But Christ is not 
only priest but victim, and Isaac bearing the wood 
whereon he was to be offered, supplies the idea of 
the Eternal Sacrifice. Then Jacob's long servi- 
tude for his wives, shows the labours of Christ for 
the redemption both of the Synagogue and of the 
Church, and Joseph persecuted by his brethren, 
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and through their very persecutions advanced to 
high honour^ and finally saving them in their ut- 
most strait^ places before us Christ brought to 
the Gross by His brethren, and for that reason 
highly exalted by God, and given a Name that is 
above every Name — in which Name alone is the sal- 
vation of us His brethren. As the history advances 
fresh traits of similarity are supplied to us. 
Moses in rescuing the people from Pharaoh and 
£gypt,leading the people through the Red Sea,into 
the wilderness, giving them a law in Horeb, and 
feeding them with the bread from heaven, guarding 
them against their enemies, interfering between 
€k>D and their waywardnesses, and at last leading 
them to the entrance of the promised land, shows 
us the dealings of Ghkist with His people now, 
from their escape from the origmal sin of Egypt, 
and the power of the infernal Pharaoh, through the 
wilderness of life, till the hour of passing the dark 
river into the true Canaan. Joshua supplies us with 
that name which is as unguent poured out, — ^the 
name at which every knee both in the heavens and 
in the earth must bow,— r the holy Name of Jesus : 
and Samuel in his threefold office of priest, prophet, 
and ruler, points out the triple office of the Incar- 
nate Wisdom of God. David as the shepherd 
raised to the royal dignity, and Solomon as the 
Prince of Peace add fresh instances of similarity ; 
and Ez^iel, in his mystical appeUation of the 
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** Son of MtD,^ condiideB, bat does not exhaust 
this striking series 61 types and adumbrations. 

There is one aspect oS the life of the holy Sa- 
Tiovs which has not been referred to, and that 
seems supplied to ns by the proph^ Eliaha. I 
mean the life of practical benercdenoe united with 
snpematiiral power, which marked onr adorable 
Lord's public life. Elisha is a wonderfdl type of 
^Him Who, '^ anointed with the Holt Ghost and 
with power'' went about doing good, and healing 
all that were oppressed with the devil. Of no saint 
under the old law do we find mention of so many 
miracles. His very relics after death raised the 
dead to life ; and what strikes one is the element 
of human kindness which runs through so many 
of them. The healing of unwholesome waters, 
the timely succour to the thirsty hosts of Israel, 
the floating of the borrowed axe, the multiplica* 
tion of the widow's oil, the raising of the good 
Shunammite's son, the correction of the deadly 
pottage, the satisfying the hundred men with 
twenty loaves, — and lastly, the cure of the leprous 
Naaman, have not only a general similarity on a 
small scale to the miracles of our blessed Savioub, 
but have especially that note of gracious loving- 
kindness and sympathy [for His brethren which 
marks those blessed and glorious manifestations 
of the Divine power. 

Now let us turn our thoughts to the cure of 
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the leprous Naaman. There are many points in 
it that deserve our serious consideration. And 
first, observe how circumstances that apparently 
seem to us to be accidental do actually affect our 
conditions most momentously. The little captive 
maid doubtless remained many a day unnoticed in 
the harem of the great Syrian general. So ut- 
terly unimportant a matter as the captivity of this 
little creature, was not likely to interest any one 
in that extensive household, and yet to her the 
master of the house owed his cure. Carried off 
in early days^ she recollected so much of her native 
land as to remember that there was a prophet of 
God in Israel, and as her attachment to her mas- 
ter's family, (which is the one amiable and very 
beautiful phase of slavery,) grew upon her, the 
thought that he might be cured by him came into 
her mind. She dared not speak directly to her 
master, but she spoke to his wife, and the resul^ 
was that Naaman was sent with a message from 
his own king to the king of Israel, at once vague 
and menacing, such as a mighty monarch might 
dictate to a feeble enemy. 

Now from this we may gather that in reality 
nothing is unimportant, — that things apparently 
the least likely to happen to us, may profoundly 
affect our welfare both here and hereafter, — ^that 
Almighty God may have a purpose in what seems 
most trivial and casual* I am quite sure that 
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if you will look back upon your past lives, your 
own experience will confirm thia. Yon will sea 
how things that seemed misfortunes to you, have 
been overruled to your beat good^ — ^how things 
that you have desired and prayed for impatientlyi 
have been given to you, but to your loss, — ^how 
things that you have hankered after, have in 
mercy been withholden from you. Again, it is 
almost impossible to describe what apparently 
small things have profoundly affected your livesy 
some casual circumstance, some unexpected meet* 
ingy the loss of a train, a shower, some chanes 
acquaintance, — these, and things apparently acci- 
dental as these, may have altered the entire cur* 
rent of your lives. 

Naaman having been received at the court of 
Israel with fear and perplexity, Elisha, the pro* 
phet of God, soon reheved his master's embarrass* 
ment. He at once undertook the great man's 
cure, and on his presenting himself at the door of 
his house, sent a messenger, saying, Go and wash 
in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come 
again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. Naaman 
was at once angry and disappointed. He ex- 
pected something like the juggleries with which 
the devil enabled the priests of Bimmon to per* 
form cures in Syria : or he anticipated some mag^ 
nificent ceremonial of lustration. His sense of 
dignity and his patriotism were alike wounded. 
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Wby did the propbet not admit him to a personal 
interview, but merely send a messenger ? Was 
this kind or civil treatment ? Were not the Sy- 
rian rivers, the beautiful cool gushing streams, 
which flow down from Lebanon, and make Da- 
mascus the very paradise of the earth, better than 
all the waters of Israel ? '' So he turned and went 
away in a rage/* 

Thus is it that we often accept of the mercies 
of God. Because they do not come in the way 
that we expect, we doubt whether they be mercies 
at all. We cavil and murmur and fancy that we 
could arrange for ourselves far better than the Al- 
mighty can for us. Whereas in fact God knows 
far better than we can know what is good for us. 
He knows when to discipline us and when to com- 
fort us. He knows what is best for our individual 
case, and ever lays on His Hand in the way of 
blessing and chastising, just as He sees we have 
need of it. Nay, the very manner of His deal- 
ings with us is admirably suited to meet our case. 
To each the proper treatment is administered by 
the wise and holy Physician of our souls. 

It was on this burst of natural temper that 
his servants came near, and in the affectionate 
yet respectful language of an oriental household, 
addressed Naaman in the words of my text, " My 
father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 
thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how 
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much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, 
and be clean V From this we may get much 
instruction. There is always on the part of man, 
in the affairs of his soul, the expectation of some 
great thing. Men are apt to fancy that if they 
were under different circumstances, they would be 
very much better and holier than they are. * Oh, 
if I had lived in the days of the holy Apostles who 
actually beheld the Lord in the flesh,^ says one. 
' Had I been born in the great days of fervour in 
the times of the early persecutions, what a dif- 
ferent man I should be,^ is the language of an- 
other. A third believes, that in the discipline of 
some religious house he might attain to that per- 
fection which he cannot achieve in the world. A 
fourth longs for a sensible conversion after the 
fashion of Wesley. Now all these in their dif- 
ferent ways, express the sentiment of Naaman. 
The actual aspect of religion disappoints them. 
They shelter their own want of will under the 
circumstances in which they are placed and instead 
of trying under the divine assistance, to influence 
their charity and to increase their faith by holy 
and religious action, they are apt to sit down 
contentedly and to impute their own backward^ 
ness and tepidity to God and not to themselves. 
* GoD,^ say they in their hearts, ' has not done some 
great thing for us — ^had He done so we should 
have been better — as it is, we are not to be blamed.^ 
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O serious and pernicious delusion ! Is it not a 
law of the kingdom of grace '^ that to him that 
hath shall be given^^ that as we sow so shall we 
reap — and that God is ever ready to pour forth 
upon us fresh grace, according as we have well 
used that which He hath already given f 

And as with regard to our personal religion^ so 
with regard to the means of grace outside of us, 
there is in the human mind a hankering after 
tsome great thing. The very simplicity of the 
means whereby Gk>D deals with us, becomes a 
stumbling block to us. They are not sufficiently 
striking to influence us — they do not affect our 
senses. For instance, who among us is there who 
does not prefer a high-flown sermon to the text 
of the Holy Bible ? and yet the one is the work of 
a fallible man, and the other the engrafted word 
which is able to save the soul. Who does not 
think that he may get more edification to him- 
self from excited preaching and modem doctrines, 
than from the calm, quiet ways of the holy Church? 
Who does not see a disproportion between the 
simple dlement of water or the gifts of bread and 
wine, and the mighty efiects which the Lord 
Jesus has attached to the Christian Sacraments ? 
In all these things, the capital error is want of 
£Edth. It was want of faith in Naaman not at 
once to acquiesce in the way in which the prophet 
would cure him. It is want of faith in us not to 
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acquiesce in the way in wbich Christ would blen 
and sanctify us. Want of fedth leads to want of 
love — and these two are the rain of many sools 
for whom Christ died. 

While on this subject it would be wrong not to 
notice what the ancient commentators say on this 
chapter, with regard to the hidden teaching within 
the letter of the holy word in this place* They 
say that the miraculous cure of Naaman, by bath- 
ing in the river Jordan, typifies the cleansing 
power of the Sacrament of Baptism. Oar Prayer 
Book, although in the Baptismal Service it does 
not allude to this particular instance, yet quotes 
three cases so analogous, that it seems quite in the 
same spirit of interpretation to apply the present 
one. You recollect how we therein address Al- 
mighty God, " Who of His great mercy did save 
Noah and his family in the ark from perishing by 
water, and also did safely lead the children of Israel 
through the Bed Sea, figuring thereby His Holy 
Baptism, and by the Baptism of His well-beloved 
Son Jesus Christ in the river Jordan, did sanc- 
tify water to the mystical washing away of sin/' 

It is probable that the greater act whereby 
Jordan was sanctified eclipsed the lesser in the 
mind of the Church — all things fading into no- 
thing in comparison, when Christ comes upon 
the scene — but still we may apply this also in a 
spiritual sense, and we are the more encourag^ 
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to do so from the fact that the disease cured was 
leprosy^ a disease both actually and figuratively 
closely connected with sin. The whole ordinances 
for the cleansing of this foul and loathsome dis- 
ease have always been referred to a more hidden 
yet effectual cleansing — the cure of the soul of 
man from the foul ulcers of sin — the healing of 
sores of the wounds inflicted by the devil — the 
purification of the humours with which iniquity 
and guilt vitiate the whole man — and the resto- 
ration of the outcast to the holy society of the 
fiaints. 

The conduct of Naaman after his cure was 
highly creditable to him. We are told in the 
blessed Grospel that of ten lepers cured by our 
Lord only one returned^ and he was a stranger. 
So now the stranger returned full of thankfulness^ 
to express his indebtedness to Elisha. Nay, the 
grace of cure had descended from his body into 
his soul. He acknowledged as the one true God, 
Him alone Whose minister had been the means of 
bis restoration. In spite of his high position in 
the idolatrous court, in spite of his being the 
enemy of Israel and a successful general against 
them, he at once abandons all his old preposses- 
sions, and neither the prejudices of education, 
nor the fear of man, nor superstition, nor any 
other motive, prevent him from accepting the faith 
cf Jehoyah, the Gk>D of Sabaoth. 
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of tts are loo madi aiiscted by human reqpeet. 
'' Wbal will our nogkboor anr P' looofteaaffiMfai 
ott rcondoct erea in matten of piinciple. Those 
among whom we Kve cxeiciae a atroDg influence 
0¥er na^ indhTidoaUT it may be Cor good, eolleetively 
it must be for erii, for ^' the worid heth in wieked- 
nesSy^'aeeordingtotheApoatle. Whenever a pain* 
fill daty comes before qs, we moat not think what 
the worid will say, bat we must aet our faoea as a 
flint, and go through with it. Human reapeet haa 
been the ruin of many souk. It is the close con- 
nection of moral cowardice — ^that fruitful source 
qI cTerything that is base and wicked. And it 
must be remarked that this is especially the sin 
of cirilisation. In earlier times, when every man^s 
hand is openly against his neighbour, he cares 
less what that neighbour thinks of him ; but as 
peace prevails, credit is generated, character 
assumes a new value, a corporate public opinion 
begins to act, and then the temptation is to refer 
things to an enlightened public opinion, rather 
than to the law of God. 

In the ordinary concerns of life this public 
opinion may act very beneficially, the course of 
this world will be certainly bettered by it, but it 
fails in the hour of real trial, and such hours 
of real trial come to all men when Satan sifts 
them like wheat. In such a time the opinion 
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of the world must not be listened to^ God^s law 
becomes the only standard^ and human respect 
will only lead us astray if we listen to it for a 
moment. 

Moreover^ Naaman wished to testify his grati- 
tude by rich alms and oblations. '^ I beseech thee 
take a blessing of thy servant.^^ He was not one 
of those who receive favours either for the body 
or the soul without desiring to make requital. He 
wished to testify his gratitude in some tangible 
form. Not that anything that he could give 
could prove an adequate sum for the inestimable 
blessing of health ; to make such return he did not 
attempt^ but he wished £lisha to take a blessing, 
some small token of the abiding gratitude of his 
soul. It is thus that we should act towards God. 
We cannot requite Him adequately for any one of 
His favours. The best that we can give is be- 
stowed upon us by Him^ and therefore His 
own already. His blessings transcend our esti- 
mation no less than our powers of requital, but 
still we must do what we can, we must make 
thank-offerings to Him on the receipt of any 
signal mercy. There are always plenty of benevo- 
lent schemes whereby we may give back to Him. 
He will send recipients of our bounty, as it is 
He Who gives the willing heart ; in any case we 
are bound to '^ show forth our thankfulness not 
only with our lips but in our lives, by giving up 
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oiinelTes to His semee, and by walking before 
Him in holiness and lighteoosness all the days 
of oar lives/' 

The on]y points whieh remain f<Nr oonaideration 
are the two circnmstaDoes affecting Naaman's per- 
severanoe in the true fiEuth and lore of Jehovah^ 
and they mnst be taken together^ because tc^ther 
they enable us to estimate the condition of that 
good man. They are, his petition f<Nr two mules^ 
burthen of the earth of Palestine, and his request 
to be tolerated in certain ceremonial obsenrances 
in the house of Rimmon. These two affect each 
other, for had we only the latter request, we 
shouldsu spect Naaman of a hankering after the 
worship which he was abandoning, and a worldli- 
ness evincing itself in an undue condescension to 
retain the royal favour. Had we only the former, 
we might suspect the worthy man of a degree of 
superstition, as though he fancied there was a par- 
ticular virtue in the soil of Palestine, and that the 
favour of Jehovah were attached to the very 
earth of the Holy Land. 

But taken together they serve to evince the 
sincerity and rational nature of Naaman's piety. 
By erecting the altar of the earth of Palestine, he 
made a solemn profession of the faith of Jehovah 
in Syria ; it could therefore be from no vile motive 
that he requested pardon in the matter of bowing 
in the house of Bimmon. This was rather a pious 
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scruple on his part. As cbief favourite he had ta 
attend the king there^ and he prayed Ood to par- 
don any seeming deference to the false god^ which 
such attendance would necessitate in the perform- 
ance of his duties at court. We learn from this^ 
that where the heart is really right with regard to 
OoD, we need not be too scrupulous about little 
things. " To the pure all things are pure/* and 
true religion is the real philosopher's stone^ trans- 
muting the most indifferent things into its own 
perfect nature. 

The strong contrast of Gehazi's conduct com- 
pletes the lesson which this striking chapter in- 
culcates upon us. Here was one in constant 
society with the prophet^ a witness of his exemplary 
life as well as of his supernatural power. The 
prophet^s goodness does not serve as an example 
to him. The propbet^s miraculous powers do not 
hint to him the danger and inutility of lying to. 
him ; overcome by covetousness^ he fell. 

And in this also we may learn something. The 
conduct of Oehazi finds a close parallel in ours 
whensoever we sin — for are we not in constant 
society and communion with One Who by His 
Incarnation is Prophet aswell as Priest and King ? 
and have we not His own holy Life and Example 
professedly placed before us as the guide of our 
steps ? and does He not day by day^ hour by hour^ 
give us sweet experience of His miraculous deal- 
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iiigs with His people^ convincing us that nothing 
can escape His Eye^ and that His Spirit goes with 
us wheresoever we go, ''for whither can I flee 
from Thy Spirit, and whither can I hide me from 
Thy presence ?" And yet we day by day offend 
Him. Led astray by covetousness, or evil pas- 
sion, or sloth, or an angry temper, we, the servants 
of '^ that Prophet Which should come into the 
world,^^ seek to deceive Him. We do not walk 
worthy of our vocation in His perfect service, but 
allow ourselves to be led astray by low ways and 
bad aims, and the fashions of this world, and the 
cares and pleasures of life, and yet ''the wcnrld 
passeth away and the lust thereof." It must pass, 
and it will leave nothing but its own leprosy to 
record its existence. It must pass, but sin will 
remain, guilt will last, punishment will abide. 
It must pass, but when passed, there is a fearful 
looking out for judgment. 

May we, my brethren, escape in that awful 
hour ! We shall escape if, building upon the 
foundation of Cheist, and knit into the blessed 
company of His faithful people, we steadily per- 
severe in His perfect service, faithfully doing our 
duty here, esteeming no trouble too great, no 
labour of love too arduous, so that in the end we 
may be found in Him. 



SEEM ON V. 



MANASSEH, OR THE CONTINUANCE OP THE 
EFFECTS OF REPENTED SIN. 

2 Kings xzi. 2. 

*' And he did that which was bvil in ths sight op 
the lobjd, after the abominations of the hea- 
THEN, WHOM THE Lord cast out before the chil- 
dren OF Israel." 

God had given^ at the iDstance of earnest prayer, 
fifteen additional years of Ufe and also offspring to 
the good King Hezekiah. When he died, his son 
Manasseh was only twelve years old, and the edu- 
cation of an oriental prince early come to his^ 
kingdom, then as now, tended little to his moral 
improvement. But considering his father's virtues 
we are hardly prepared for the abominable life he 
led. His grandfather Ahaz had gone beyond all 
his predecessors in wickedness and in idcdatry, 
and now Manasseh tends to fill up the measure 
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ot his own and of his peopIe^s iniquities by every 
guilt that man is capable of committing. 

During the minority misgovernment prevailedi 
the affairs of state were managed by the haughty 
scribe Shebna ; a general decay was coming over 
the whole of the polity of Judah. The king be- 
gan to undo all that his father had done in the 
way of the extirpation of idolatry. He devoted 
himself^ body and soul^ to the voluptuous wor* 
ship of the gentiles. He reared an altar to Baal| 
worshipped the host of heaven^ built heathen 
shrines within the temple of the Lord^ caused 
his son to pass through the fire for Molech^ used 
enchantments^ observed times^ dealt with familiar 
spirits and wizards^ set up a graven image of the 
grove in the holy temple^ and not only sinned 
himself^ but laid himself out to exert all the in- 
fluence of the crown to induce his people to devote 
themselves to idolatry. " Manasseh seduced them 
to do more evil than did the nations whom the 
Lord destroyed before the children of Israel." 

Nor was his cruelty less than his superstition. 
'^ He shed innocent blood very much till he had 
filled Jerusalem from one end to another." Of 
course those who opposed him suffered in this 
way^ and the belief of the Church is^ that it 
was under this guilty king that Isaiah was sawn 
in sunder. 

So giaevous was his iniquity^ that in more 
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places than one^ of the sacred Scriptures^ are the 
political misfortunes that fell upon the doomed 
and devoted people^ attributed especially to his 
individual transgressions. Nay, such was the 
actual denunciation of God. '^ Because Manasseh 
king of Judah hath done these abominations, and 
hath done wickedly above all that the Amorites 
did, which were before him, and hath made Judah 
also to sin with his idols : Therefore thus saith 
the Lord 6od, Behold, I am bringing such evil 
upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever hear-^ 
eth of it his ears shall tingle.'^^ 

Observe also the measure of Manasseh^s wick- 
edness. Of all the idolatrous nations, to extir- 
pate which was the mission of the chosen people, 
none was so fierce or so wicked as the Amorite. 
As early as the days of Abram their wickedness 
cried to heaven for vengeance.^ The only mili- 
tary exploit of the peaceful Jacob was against 
these.^ They are classed with the other nations 
whom the Lord drove out, who typify the seven 
great sins which assault the Christian. The Amo- 
rite is the type of the monster-sin of pride. So 
strong was their superstition that along with the 
attractive and beneficent deities " served on the 
other side of the flood,^' the Egyptian Isis, and 
Horus, Serapis, and Osiris, the gods of the Amor- 

1 2 Kings xxiv. 3. '2 Kings xxi. 11. 

* Genesis iv. 16. ** Gen. zlviii. 22. 



62 Manasseh : 

ites are specially contrasted with the tme God in 
Joshua^s celebrated alternative ; " choose ye this 
day which ye shall serve/'^ So engrossing was 
their belief that a special messenger was sent from 
GoD^ to tell the people not to fear the gods of the 
Amorites; and long after their destructioni the 
worst taunt that the inspired prophet could cast 
on the apostate people was^ '^ Thus saith the Lobd 
God unto Jerusalem^ Thy birth and thy nativity 
is of the land of Canaan ; thy father was an Amo- 
rite and thy mother an Hittite •" and Amos^ in no 
mean poetry^ reproaching the people with ingra- 
titude^ classes the conquest of this nation with the 
escape from the land of Egypt. '^ Yet destroyed I 
the Amorite before them^ whose height was as the 
height of the cedars^ and he was strong as the 
oaks^ yet destroyed I his fruit from above and his 
roots from beneath. Also I brought you up from 
the land of Egypt and led you forty years through 
the wilderness, to possess the land of the Amcurite. 
And I raised up of your sons for prophets^ and of 
your young men for Nazarites. Is it not even 
thus^ O ye children of Israel 7 saith the Lord.''' 
A race that could so imprint its marks upon 
Inspiration itself, must have had a vigour in its 
wickedness, and an attractiveness in its reh- 
gious system that we can hardly estimate, and 
yet this was the guilt which Manasseh not only 

' Joshua zziv. 15. - Judges vi. 10. ' Amos ii. 9. 
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equalled bat surpassed. Of none of the kings of 
Judah, not even of Ahaz^ is the same thing re* 
corded. Nay, even Ahab, who first fell away from 
dissent and the symbohcal worship of the Calves 
to positive idolatry, is but said to have done very 
abominably in following idols according to all 
things as did the Amorites. Manasseh exceeded 
even the husband of Jezebel. Nay, the very 
Babylonish captivity is directly attributed to this 
monarches iniquities. " Surely at the command- 
ment of the Lord came this upon Judah, to re- 
move them out of His sight, for the sins of Ma- 
nasseh according to all that he did, and also for 
the innocent blood that he shed, for he filled Je- 
rusalem with innocent blood, which the Lord 
would not pardon.'' 

Such is the last mention of this man in the 
book of Kings — and yet he is now a saint on high 
— he is of those believers to whom our Blessed 
Lord when He had overcome the sharpness of 
death, opened the kingdom of heaven. He was 
■one of those " prisoners of hope,'* who for many a 
day with sighs and prayerful expectation awaited 
within the realms of Sheol the coming of the pro- 
mised Deliverer ; he was one of that blessed capti- 
vity whom the Lord in His descent into bell and 
rising again, " His downsitting and His uprising,'' 
led captive, and carried up with Him to the realms 
of bliss. 
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The silence of the book of Kings with regard 
to the penitence and forgiveness of Manasseh is 
very remarkable. With the exception of the ex- 
pression that '' he slept with his fathers'' (the usual 
description of the death of the just under the old 
law), we have not a single hint that he escaped 
the punishment of his horrible enormities; we 
have to turn to the books of Chronicles, where ¥re 
find a new chapter in his life revealed to us; we 
are there informed that the army of Esarhaddon, 
the new monarch of Assyria, made its appearance 
before Jerusalem, and carried away this sinful 
man to expiate his crimes in a Babylonish dun- 
geon. Nor was this in vain ; we are told,^ " when 
he was in affliction he besought the Lord his God 
and humbled himself greatly before the God of 
his fathers, and prayed unto Him, and He was 
intreated of him and heard his supplications and 
brought him again to Jerusalem unto his king- 
dom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord He 
was God/' 

It is added that he set about vigorous repara- 
tion, improving the fortifications of Jerusalem, 
and strengthening his military establishment;^ 
but above all, casting out the instruments of his 
former idolatry, repairing the Lord's altar and 
restoring the true worship of Jehovah. Never- 
theless he had weakened the true faith ; for even 

1 2 Cbron. zzxiii. 12. > Ibid. 14. 
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diose who believed in the trae God, still sacri- 
ficed in the now forbidden high places instead of 
at Jerasalem. Though he did what he could to 
restore the right worship^ he was not able to check 
the spirit of schism. " Nevertheless, the people 
did sacrifice still in the high places^ yet unto the 
' LoBD their Qod only/' 

Now before going further, it is not necessary to 
vemind you, that even although the Messiah was 
not yet come^ it was for the Merits of Christ 
alone that Manasseh found repentance and salva- 
tion. The law, although unable in itself to justify, 
was nevertheless a divinely instituted organization 
for the guidance of those subjected to it, and al- 
though its '^ weak and beggarly elements^' are 
indeed such, in comparison with the rich graces 
C(Hitained in the ordinances of the new law, yet did 
it enable men to see through its own insufficiency 
into a higher and better state of things ; yet did 
it manifest that judgment according to the deeds 
done in the flesh, which had been known to the 
sons of men from the time of Enoch, the seventh 
from Adam ; yet did it still enable its conscien- 
tious votaries by faith, to work righteousness, as 
the Apostle testifieth. 

We must therefore, while we appreciate our 
own higher privileges and responsibilities, still 
regard ourselves under the same Fatherhood with 
them^ — still recognize them as our ensamples and 

F 
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admonitions^ and, allowing for the additional light 
and grace afforded to us in Jesus Christ^ still 
see our own cases in theirs. With these views, 
the case of Manasseh conveys to us many import 
tant lessons. 

1. It teaches the freeness and the fulness of 
the pardon of sin for the Merits of Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God. However wicked 
a man may be, however abominable the crimes a 
man may have committed, however radically he may 
have broken the laws of God and man, the case of 
Manasseh shows us that he may obtain mercy 
and forgiveness, all his past iniquities notwith- 
standing. So much as this was in so many 
words revealed under the old law, though of coarse 
God is very merciful in giving us a practical 
instance and precedent, as it were, in the case of 
Manasseh. " If the wicked will turn from all his 
sins that he hath committed, and keep all My 
statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, 
he shall surely live, he shall not die.'^^ *^ As for 
the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall 
thereby, in the day that he tumeth from his- 
wickedness.'^2 « He that confesseth and for- 
saketh his sin, shall have mercy.^^^ 

But if this were the case, in the days when men 
looked to the imperfect rites of the Mosaic cove- 
vant for cleansing and lustration, how much more 

1 Ezek. xix. 21. = Ezek. xxxiii. 12. 3 Prov. xxviii. 13. 
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fully is it evidenced to us in the glorious Gospel 
of Christ. 

" If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and He is 
the Propitiation for our sins, and not for our sins 
only, but for the sins of the whole world/^^ And 
so saith S. Paul : 

*' This is a faithful saying (an expression used 
for the proverbial sayings current among the early 
Christian community — the faith of the whole 
people summed up in one pregnant sentence) that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners/^ 

My brethren, I wish I had the grace to insist 
upon this blessed truth as it ought to be pressed 
upon you. Free forgiveness for all men — not for 
the elect only, but for all men, is the message of 
glad tidings that we come to herald to you. 
You are sinners, you have sinned after you have 
been enlightened, you have soiled the robes of 
your new nature, you have offended against the 
Spirit of God Who dwells within you, you have in 
many ways dishonoured that holy Name whereby 
ye are called. Yet Christ is the Eternal Propi- 
tiation for your sins. Perhaps years have passed 
since first you turned away from God, and day 
by day your heart has hardened, and the wound 
of- Divine Love has cicatrized and healed over. 
•Perhaps a long course of worldliness has dried up 

» 1 S. John ii. 1. 
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the fountains of compunction within your souls. 
Perhaps a youth of carnal passion has gone on^ 
through a middle life of ambition^ into the hoary 
hair of covetousness, and the love of money^ — per- 
haps an evil habit in excess of food and drink^ or 
even in worse and more shameful actions, has 
eaten like a canker into your souls ; nevertheless, 
be not in despair^ Christ is the Propitiation for 
your sins. Or again^ the Spirit of God has so far 
recreated you^ that the conscience is not dead 
within you ; you sin, but you are not comfortable 
in sinning, — you are swayed by contending and 
contrariant emotions, — now you are tempted and 
fall, — now you rise again and exercise penitence, 
— or your faith has survived your love, and you 
recognize the danger and the wretchedness of 
your condition, though you have not the heart to 
turn again wholly to the living God, your eyes 
looking back to the delights of the Egypt of sin, 
— or you have so weakened your will by unholy 
indulgence, that with every wish to keep straight, 
you are ever falling back into the foul slough of 
iniquity, — yet be not in despair, Christ is the 
Propitiation for your sins. Or once more, you are 
nearer to Christ than this, — you are conscious of 
much frailty and imperfection, — you are conscious 
of great coldness of heart, and want of love for 
the infinitely amiable Object of your affections, — 
you are distressed with many fears and solicitudes. 
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— and you are inclined to sit down in despair at 
the bottom of those hills from whence cometh our 
help, — be not afraid, — Christ is the Propitiation 
for your sins. Yes, the Adorable and Blessed Sox 
of God and man, after bearing the heat and bur- 
then of the day, after paying the thing that He 
" never took,'* and thus satisfying the justice of 
the Eternal Father, after rendering to Him a 
perfect obedience in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and so meriting mercy, grace, and salvation for 
those who by nature are now one with Him 
through the mysteries of the new law, has entered 
into the heaven of heavens, there to appear in the 
presence of 6od for us. There upon the celestial 
Altar He is presented as the Lamb that was slain, 
—our Propitiation ; and yet in the same moment. 
He is presenting His Passion and our prayers to 
the Father— our Advocate. Within the solemn 
sanctuary of the highest Heaven, surrounded by 
the white-robed elders, with saints for choristers, 
and angels for ministers, an eternal worship is 
enacted. All nature is silent before it. Mysteries 
which the angels desire to look into are celebrated. 
A door is opened in heaven, and within the Holy 
of Holies, by the celestial Altar, Jesus the High 
Priest of the New Law, and the Victim of eternal 
propitiation, pleads His Passion before the King 
of kings, offers the devotions of an adoring uni- 
verse^ and obtains eternal redemption for us. 
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With this who need despair ? To the image of 
these things on earthy to the great eucharistic 
oblation here below, to the solemn assembly of 
the body of Christ in united worship^ to the in- 
dividual prayer of the faithful^ offered through 
Him^ to the act of contrition and humiliation, 
made in union with the eternal actions of the 
Son of God, the Almighty has collated the 
fruit of His all-sufficient and all-perfect work. 
my brethren, do but think of what is going ou 
around you both in heaven and in earth on your 
behalf, and you need not despair. Has the Cross 
of Christ lost any part of its virtue ? or are the 
Wounds of Christ not pleading on your behalf? 
Is the Hand of the Lord, stretched out all the 
day long for us, and nailed for our offences to the 
bitter tree, shortened that it cannot save ? Has 
the Father ceased, to look in mercy upon the 
Face of His Anointed ? 

I am sure that many hang back in their repent- 
ance and love, from a want of sense of these 
things. Want of faith in the tenderness of the 
Divine Love, — want of appreciation of the yearning 
of the Heart of our Lord over sinners, — want of 
a conviction that Omnipotence has done every- 
thing consistent with your free will and state of 
probation to save you for ever, — this tends much 
to keep men where they are, — either in the 
meshes of sins of act or of thought^ or in a state 



Continued effect of repented Sin, 71 

of loveless double-mindedness^ — a halting between 
God and the world — no less dangerous and damn- 
ing. 

2. The next point in Manasseh's repentance 
was its completeness, and the life of satisfaction 
and restitution he led, on that repentance. This 
is a very important matter. It is agreed on all 
bands that a real and calm renunciation of sin, 
not only in outward act, but in heart and will, is 
necessary to its remission. On this condition 
alone, both under the old and the new dispensa- 
tion, is such sin pardoned. God makes allowance 
for the frailty brought on by a course of sin, which 
often survives a sincere conversion from it. In 
His mercy He takes us up from the low estate to 
which by our iniquities we have demeaned our- 
selves, and has compassion upon the weaknesses 
and proclivities to evil to which old indulged acts 
of iniquity make us prone, — but He rigorously 
exacts such renunciation of sin in act and will, as 
gives earnest of a real change of heart, and true 
renovation of the nature. Full and large grace 
He gives for such renovation through the Merits 
of His dear Son, — means of benediction both in 
heaven and earth are freely placed at the disposal 
of the sinner. It is his own fault if he do not as 
freely use them. 

And yet, one cannot help fearing that this en- 
tire and complete renunciation of the sinful will. 
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happens but seldom^ and it becomes the earnest 
Christian to use all diligence that his abandon- 
ment of sin be of this kind, for all other is falla- 
cious. If he finds that this is not the case, then 
his religion is formal, his change of life external^ 
his love of God unreal^ his faith vain — ^he is *' yet 
in his sins/^ 

The true test of sincerity will be found in the life 
which he leads habitually. Manasseh exhibited the 
earnestness of his repentance in two ways^ firsts 
by increased attention to his kingly duties, and 
secondly^ by vigorous destruction of that idolatry 
which he had fostered in the days of his wicked- 
ness. The converted man will hence learn his two- 
fold lesson. First, he will be very careful in his ge- 
neral Christian walk, doing his duty to Gon and 
man in that state of life unto which God hath called 
him, the more exactly by reason of his past sins ; 
and secondly, he will apply himself especially to 
the undoing of all the ill that he has done before, 
to the repairing of all scandals he has occasioned, 
and to the special mortification of those inclina- 
tions through the indulgence of which he had 
ofiended. I believe that much of the true-hearted 
service now rendered to God proceeds from this 
source. Men feel that in addition to all the 
claims upon their exertion which the love of 
Christ lays upon them, they have an additional 
motive in the mispent time, in the ill-guided fa- 
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culties^ in the long and continued turning away 
from their last End. Such feel that a fresh motive 
for earnestness in the service of God is laid upon 
them hy the very uneamestness of their past lives, 
— ^they would express themselves in the words of an 
ancient Father of the Church, " Too late have I 
known Thee, Thou ancient Truth, too late have 
I loved Thee, O Thou primeval Beauty," and they 
give form to that expression by zeal for truth, by 
charity to God and man. If any one who now 
hears me is conscious of a mispent youth, a 
worldly middle age, here is the remedy for the past, 
" Pure religion (in its external manifestation) and 
undefiled before God and the Father, is this, to 
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the world.'' ^ 
3. The last point with regard to Manasseh's 
repentance, is one that I must strongly urge upon 
you, as showing you the heinousness of sin in 
God's sight. Though Manasseh exercised such 
contrition and amendment as availed to the saving 
of his own soul, yet the evil that he did lived after 
him. Not only did the people, as has been 
mentioned before, remain in schism though they 
abandoned idolatry, but also the pains of the 
Babylonish Captivity which was the direct Nemesis 
of Manasseh's offences, actually were inflicted. 
This law of sin still prevails. Our own repentance, 

^ S. James i. 27, 0pi}oice(a. 
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however earnest it may be, does not always avail 
to remove every consequence of our transgressioD. 
These consequences survive both in ourselves and 
others^ long after they have been atoned by years 
of repentance. Abstinence from the intoxicating 
draught does not replace the healthy step and the 
clear complexion to the worn-out and decayed vo- 
luptuary, — the bitterest regret does not restore the 
squandered talent or the wasted inheritance, — the 
profoundest shame cannot give back lost inno- 
cence or forfeited honour. And the same, it is 
to be feared, is the case with supernatural graces. 
Much in a spiritual way is often lost never to be 
regained, and some bright jewels that of right be- 
longed to the delestial coronet, must never be set 
therein. 

Nor need I speak here of those heart-rending 
cases, where the penitent sees his own guilt — ^the 
guilt which he has incurred and now deplores, 
fearfully propagating itself in others. What must 
it be for one who has repented, to feel that he 
has ruined one or more immortal souls, who 
with him have sinned, yet with him have not re- 
pented. In any case this must be awful, but 
what must it be when the strongest human affec- 
tions have been concerned, and the great fountain 
of the heart of man pours out the bitter waters of 
remorseful regret ? what must it be to feel that 
the frenzy of affection, unsanctified, bedause not 
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in God and for God, has by a very miracle of the 
justice of God, supplied the fuel for torture, and 
misery, and wrong ! 

But yet, when we sin we never can say that 
this may not be the case. No sin is barren. One 
offence draws on another, and none can say to the 
flood of iniquity, " Thus far shalt thou go, and no 
farther .^^ Specially to the young would I address 
myself on this matter. If God of His mercy 
hath hitherto spared you these regrets, " keep in- 
nocency, and do the thing that is right.'^ If you 
would spare yourselves sorrows, the acutest that 
can wring the heart not yet hardened by a course 
of daring sin, take heed to the beginnings of evil, — 
nip the poison-plant in the bud, — slay the serpent 
in the egg. " Keep innocency, and do the thing 
that is right, for that shall bring a man peace at 
the last.^' 

And to all I would say, you can only estimate 
the foulness and enormity of sin, by measuring 
it by the might and glory of that God against 
Whose holy law it opposes itself. Eaise high your 
thoughts^ and fix your minds on that Beauty and 
Righteousness That hath been from everlasting. 
In the ineffable serenity of His Own Bliss hath He 
rested from all eternity, while the clouds arising 
from the smoke of human sin have never obscured 
His Brightness, though it has shut out the light 
of His Countenance from us. In His own good- 
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nesSj and justice^ and holiness^ He hath rested, 
and even now resteth. Lift up your hearts to 
Him^ cultivate the heavenly grace of faith^ and 
pray God to increase it. Fix His Essence^ His 
Attributes^ His laws upon your heart of hearts, 
and bow down before their austere loveliness, — 
thus shall you come by contrast to recognize the 
foulness of sin^ — and recognizing it^ to hate it, — 
and hating it, to renounce it^ that so in the end 
ye may be accepted. Blessed consummation of 
all your sorrows and painful efforts, if in the end 
ye obtain the reception of the Prodigal^ and hear 
from the Lips of our Father Himself^ ^' This My 
son was dead^ and is alive again : he was lost and 
is found/^ 



SERMON VL 



S. JOHN THE BAPTIST, OR THE PENITENCE OP 

THE INNOCENT. 

S. Matt. xi. II. 
" Verily, I sat unto you, Amono them that are born 

OF WOMEN, there HATH NOT ARISEN A GREATER THAN 

John the Baptist." * 

We have here the testimony of the Incarnate 
Truth to the greatness of S. John the Baptist^ 
and every other portion of the Holy Scriptures 
confirms this infallible estimate of him by the 
Judge of all men. He is an exception to the 
great law of humanity, which has appointed that 
the sons of Adam shall be born in sin and the 
children of wrath, for the Angel before his con- 
ception announced that he should '^ be filled with 
the Holy Ghost even from his mother's womb/* 
We may not speculate too deeply on the mys- 
teries of GoD^ but it is a sweet and pious thought 
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to believe that that sanctification was imparted 
by the yet unborn Saviour on the occasion of the 
visit paid by the Blessed Virgin to Elizabeth. 
" And it came to pass that when Elizabeth heard 
the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Ghost/^ 

But this was not the only privilege announced 
concerning him by the Angel Gabriel, who de- 
clared his future glories to his devout and blame- 
less father. Not only was his father " to have 
joy and gladness," not only were many to rejoice 
in his birth, but he was to be *' great in the sight 
of the Lord," a prophecy literally accomplished in 
the words of my text. As in the counsels of 
Omnipotence the sweet and holy Name of Jesus 
was revealed to man to certify to him that He 
should save His people from their sins, so the same 
loving care manifesting itself in what we should 
call a little matter, to show the minuteness of 
God's interest in us, was exhibited in the choice 
of a divinely appointed name for Christ's pre- 
cursor. John signifies the gift, the grace, or 
mercy of God ; and doubtless that appellation im- 
plied the further intimation of the holy angel, — 
" Many of the children of Israel shall he turn to 
the Lord their God, and he shall go before Him 
in the spirit and power of Elias to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient 
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to the wisdom of the just^ to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord/^ That he might preserve 
the graces necessary for this undertakings his 
whole life was to be marked with an austerity 
equal to the most favoured sons of God under the 
Old Law. His life was to be the life of the de- 
voted Nazarite. He was to drink neither wine 
nor strong drink^ his food was locusts and wild 
honey^ his raiment the coarsest sackcloth of 
camel's hair, he was to abandon the comforts 
of his father's home for the solitude of the de- 
sert, a life summed up by our Blessed Saviour 
in the words, "John came neither eating nor 
drinking/' 

Not only in his mission of fearless rebuke, 
but also in the strictness of his daily life do we 
observe his similarity to him in whose spirit and 
power he came. It was after his Lent of forty 
days and forty nights in Horeb that the mighty 
prophet beheld all that mortal man might endure 
of the glory of the Lord ; and it was in the soli- 
tude of the river Jordan, after a youth of strict 
retirement and severity, that the Baptist beheld 
that same Glory hidden in mortal Flesh, when his 
eyes fell on the gentle and holy Lineaments of 
Him Whom he declared to be " the Lamb of God 
That taketh away the sins of the world." As Elijah 
by his life was able to reprove the guilty Ahab, 
and to warn the people for the first time adopting 
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a state-endowed idolatry^ — so S. Joha was able to 
rebuke the weak and licentious Herod^ and to an- 
nounce to that people the measure of whose in- 
iquities was now nearly filled^ '^ that the axe was 
laid to the root of the tree.^^ 

Now the austere life of the Baptist demands 
our careful consideration. The life of penitence 
which he led in the desert could not have refer- 
ence to a course of past wilful sin, for his early 
supernatural sanctification, his careful education 
under the priestly roof by parents who ** walked in 
all the ordinances of God blameless,*^ — his early 
seclusion in the desert, the stern tone he adopted 
with regard to the vices of others, the universal 
admiration of him by the people who all counted 
him as a prophet, and above all, the high commend- 
ation of his character as a *' burning and a shining 
light^^ by the Lips of God Himself, preclude the 
idea that his penitence was that zeal, carefulness, 
indignation, and revenge, which according to the 
Apostle, marks the sense of past sin in the earnest 
and converted sinner. It becomes us therefore to 
ask, why this mortified existence ? 

First of all, S. John having been chosen by 
God to be the harbinger and herald of the Ee- 
deemer of the world, as that designation was 
accompanied by many outward marvellous signs, 
so it was fitting that the inward graces bestowed 
upon him should be transcendent. His was the 
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voice to proclaim to men the Eternal Word. He 
waa the bright morning star that announced the 
dawn of the Sun of Righteousness. He was '^ a 
prophet^ and more than a prophet/^ and it there- 
fore behoved him to be endowed with every grace 
in an eminent degree. A spotless innocence^ an 
inimitable spirit of penitence, a retired and prayer- 
ful nature, a zeal in hating and rebuking sin, a 
faithfulness in reproof, a lowly estimation of him- 
self exhibited in, the unselfish manner in which he 
gave way to the Saviour, are just the qualities we 
should expect from such as S. John, and as no 
character is complete without a certain spirit of 
mortification, that spirit of mortification we find 
pre-eminent in him. 

2. Next, it was needful that he who came to 
preach repentance must practise it in his own per- 
son. What better than the Pharisees would he 
have been if he had preached one thing and prac- 
tised another 7 Man is insensibly influenced by 
others, and example ever tells more than precept. 
The sight of that sackcloth- girt penitentiary, de- 
nying himself the comforts of a home, and almost 
the necessities of life, making the desert his 
home, and the wilderness his couch, must surely 
have tended to rouse the self-indulgent sons of 
Israel from their slumbers and from their sins. 
That race then, as now, united in one, the carnal 
and the imaginative parts of man's nature^ and 

o 
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therefore tbe apparition of the Baptist^ in the cha- 
racter in which he came^ was the likeliest means 
of appeahug to their hearts. Accordingly, we find 
that his apparent success was for the time greater 
than that of our Lord, Who, though Himself in se- 
cret leading the austerest life, not having where 
to lay His Head, and passing whole nights in secret 
prayer, yet came, as He says, eating and drink- 
ing, that is, living with men in the ordinary 
usages of the society of the day; appearing at 
their marriages, and feasts, and places of public 
resort, and in His character of the Prophet of 
Galilee, mixing in intercourse with all ranks and 
classes of men. 

3. But this very contrast of S. John with the 
Son of Man, supplies another reason for the life 
of retirement of the former. What was harmless 
in Him Who knew no sin, might be dangerous to 
any other child of Adam. The Nature of God 
cannot communicate with sin, and sin can hold 
out efficaciously none of its false lures to lead 
astray Eternal Wisdom; Christ therefore is im- 
peccable, but every mortal is subject to frailty and 
concupiscence. Consequently the most privileged 
and exalted saint must avail himself of the same 
means of avoiding a fall that the humbled and 
most imperfect Christian needs. Such an one 
must have recourse to the grace of God and to 
the power of His Passion. Such an one must 
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avoid all dangerous occasions, and not run into 
temptation. Such an one must fortify himself 
by a lowly and self-denjring life, lest the tempter 
overcome him. Purely as S. John^s graces were 
the gift of God, they had to be preserved by those 
means whereby all other gifts of God must be 
protected, they conferred no immunity from a 
fall. Even S. Paul had to ^^ keep under his body, 
lest after preaching to others, he himself might be 
a castaway,^' and doubtless for this, among other 
reasons, John lived in the desert ; in the words of 
Origen, " He went into the desert, where the air 
was more pure, the heavens more open, and God 
more easily in treated" (familiar). 

4. Another reason for the life of penitence in 
S. John was the relation of that penitence to 
others. There is a mysterious oneness that runs 
through all humanity, which intertwines the ac- 
tions of each individual into a common centre. 
A mysterious sympathy unites all those who are 
of one blood ; we see it intensifying till the prin- 
ciple enters our homes. This was strongly marked 
in the Jewish nation, walled off from the rest of 
the world ; in spite of their intestine quarrels, they 
were essentially an unity. Much higher how- 
ever was this in a spiritual sense. The true Israel 
of God, even before the manifestation of its Di-* 
vine Head in the flesh, was eventually one in Him. 
And now, the communion of saints knits together 
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all tlie elect into one fellowship in the Mystical 
Body of Christ ; one eflfect of which is, that in a 
mysteriou3 and transcendental sense, the action of 
the individual becomes the action of the universal. 
We acknowledge this in the case of national hu- 
miliations, when each man bewails with his own 
sins the sins of his people ; but the principle runs 
through Christianity. The Apostle prays that 
'^ we may grow up into Him in all things, which 
is the Head, even Christ, from Whom the whole 
body fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of 
itself in love/^^ It was then as representing the 
whole national repenting element of Judaism, that 
the Baptist practised his austerities. In him was 
seen the type of the fruits meet for repentance 
which his baptism desired to call forth. He was 
the type of the Church expectant of her Redeemer. 
He was the friend of the Bridegroom fasting till 
the Bridegroom came. 

With all these reasons for the austerity of this 
saint before us, it becomes us to consider what 
lessons his life conveys. Is he in any ways an 
object of imitation, or only of a barren admira- 
tion? And naturally the question will present 
itself; what obligation lies on such as we are, 

» Eph. iv. 18. 
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to this severe life ? One may say^ " Is a life like 
this what the Gospel enjoins upon us? are we 
not ever to rejoice in Cubist 7 has He not sanc- 
tified the use of all things f and may we not make 
a moderate and innocent use of the many mercies 
He has placed within our reach ? Is there any 
way of exhibiting our thankfulness to our bene- 
ficent C&E4TOB better than in enjoying to the 
full all His gifts, and in exercising to the fullest 
extent all those capacities for sensual and intellec- 
tual pleasure which He has inserted 'in the con- 
stitution of our nature f Is it not more of the 
bondage of the law than of the free and loving 
spirit of the Gospel, to make life gloomy by re- 
pentance f It may suit the devotion of the In- 
dian ascetic; but surely this is not needful for 
the Christian. I will take care not to transgress 
the rules of propriety. I will take care that my 
full meal does not degenerate into gluttony ] and 
that my propensities shall only be indulged ac- 
cording to the strict law of propriety. I will 
take mine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. I wi]l 
receive my good things. I will rejoice in my 
youth. I will conduct myself so as to make the 
best of both worlds.^' 

Such is the current of thought that runs 
through many a heart, if it only would acknow- 
ledge the truth. Nay, we sometimes meet with 
those who in so Qiany words declare that this is 
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the philosophy of their existence. But what 
says the Scripture to this ? Does it bear out — 

" Woe unto you that are rich, for ye have re- 
ceived your consolation. 

*' Woe unto you that are full ! for ye shall hun- 
ger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye 
shall mourn and weep.^^^ 

^'Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto men 
that wait for their Lobd/^2 

'^ Whoso exalteth himself shall be abased : and 
he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.^' 

'* K any man will come after Me, let him deny 
himself (daily), and take up his cross and follow 
Me." 

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a com 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone : but if it die, or be mortified, it bringeth 
forth much fruit. ^^^ 

" If thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them 
off, and cast them from thee : it is better for thee 
to enter into life halt and maimed, than having two 
hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.^' 

And so S. Paul. 

" If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die : but if 
ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
flesh, ye shall live/^* 

1 S. Luke vi. 25. > S. Luke xu. 35. 

* S. John zii. 24. « Rom. yiii. 13. 
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^' They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh 
with the affections and lusts." ^ 

'* Mortify therefore your members which are 
upon the earth."^ 

'^ For if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of His Deaths we shall be also in the 
likeness of His Resurrection^ knowing this that 
oiir old man is crucified with Him^ that the body 
•of sin might be destroyed^ that henceforth we 
should not serve sin/' 

So S. Peter exhorts us, '* Be sober and vigilant, 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about seeking whom he may de- 
vour, whom resist steadfast in the faith/' 

I am well aware that I am not the person to 
commend to you these doctrines ; but the truth 
of God must be told. If the preacher were to 
wait till he had fulfilled all righteousness before he 
announced that righteousness to the people, how 
few of the truths of religion would be inculcated 
from this place. " The man of God" has only in 
such a case as this, to throw himself back upon 
his office and commission, and to say to his peo- 
ple, '^ do not take the individual as the measure of 
your attainments, but hear the word of God, 
judge not according to man's judgment, but judge 
a righteous judgment. Abstract your minds 
from the earthly channel of the communication of 

1 Gal. V. 24. « Col. iii. 3. 
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the truth of God and listen to the gentle accents 
of that truth itself. It will make you free, if you 
listen to it. It will guide you, if you surrender 
yourselves to its gracious leadings. Hear these 
words that have formed and edified pious Chris- 
tians for many centuries.^' 

" Unto many/^ saith the author of the " Imita- 
tion of Christ/'! "this seemeth a hard speech: 
Deny thyself, take up the Cross, and follow Jesus. 

" But much harder will it be to hear that last 
word : Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire. 

" For they who now willingly hear, and follow 
the Cross shall not then fear to hear the sentence 
of eternal damnation. 

" This sign of the Cross shall be in heaven 
when the Lord shall come to judgment. 

'' Then all those servants of the Cross, who in 
their lifetime conformed themselves unto Christ 
Crucified, shall draw near unto Christ the Jud^ 
with great confidence. 

" Why fearest thou to take up the Cross that 
leadeth to a kingdom 7 

'' In the Cross is salvation ; in the Cross is life : 
in the Cross is protection against our enemies ; 
in the Cross is infusion of heavenly sweetness ; 
in the Cross is strength of mind ; in the Cross is 
joy of spirit ; in the Cross is the height of virtue ; 
in the Cross is the perfection of sanctity. 

^ Imit. Christi. ii. 12. 
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" There is no salvation of the soul^ nor hope of 
everlasting life but in the Cross. 

" Take up therefore thy cross and follow Jesus^ 
and thou shalt go unto life everlasting. He 
went before bearing- His Cross^ and died for thee 
thereon: that thou mayest also bear thy cross 
and desire to die with Him. 

*^ For if thou be dead with Him^ thou shalt also 
live with Him. And if thou be His companion in 
pain^ thou shalt be partaker with Him also in glory. 

'^ Behold in the Cross all doth consist^ and all 
lieth in our dying thereon j for there is no other 
way unto life and unto true inward peace^ but 
only the way of the Holy Cross and of daily mor- 
tification. 

*' Gro where thou wilt, seek what thou wilt, thou 
shalt not find a higher way above, or a safer way 
below, than the way of the holy Cross.'* 

Elsewhere:* 

*' Follow thou Me. — I ara the way, the truth, 
and the life. Without the way there is no going ; 
without the truth there is no knowing ; without 
Ihe life there is no living. I am the way thou 
oughtest to follow ; the truth thou oughtest to 
heed j the life thou oughtest to hope for. 

'^ If thou wilt enter into life, keep the com- 
mandments. 

" If thou wilt know the truth, believe Me. 

■ * ImitCbristL IvL 
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'' If thou wilt be perfect, sell all. 

" If thou wilt be My disciple, deny thyself ut- 
terly. 

'' If thou wilt possess a blessed life, despise this 
life present. 

*' If thou wilt be exalted in heaven, humble 
thyself on earth. 

" If thou wilt reign with Me, bear the Cross 
with Me. For only the servants of the Cross can 
find the way of blessed and of true light." 

The penitent Baptist then, (while in his degree 
he is an object of our reverent admiration, and 
while we bless Almighty God for having wrought 
these virtues in him, for to Him alone is the 
praise,) also preaches to us by his example. He 
teaches us that that spirit of retirement and mor- 
tification which he possessed in so eminent a de- 
gree is a grace to be prayed for and striven for. 
He inculcates upon us that we must, so far as may 
be, take our minds off the cares of this life, and at 
least in spirit dwell in the wilderness, accustoming 
ourselves to devout entertainments with God and 
to pious meditations on the mysteries of religion. 
He manifests to us, that if we would brace up the 
energies of our souls to any mighty task, such as 
his mission of warning to the backsliding people, 
we must prepare ourselves for it by long cultiva- 
tion of habits of self-control. He warns us against 
becoming the slaves of luxury and refinement. 
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seeking our portion and reward in the elegancies 
and civilizations of this life. He urges upon us 
that if such a life as his was necessary to the pre- 
servation of graces bestowed upon him before his 
birth and in such a miraculous manner, we also 
must *' walk softly/' and live humbly, if we would 
keep alive within our souls faith, and love, and 
holy hope. 

Lastly, he commends to each of us in these last 
days, repentance for the remission of sins. He 
tells us that in our own case '^ the axe is laid to the 
root of the tree ;" and we know that " if the tree 
fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the 
place where the tree falleth there shall it lie." He 
warns us by his very life to obey his lesson and 
to bring forth " fruits meet for repentance'^ — the 
firuits of an amended and chastened life animated 
by the sense of the love of God in our forgiveness. 
He points to us the only Meritorious Source of 
Pardon and Propitiation, and his bright example 
now, as his clear voice in the days of his actual 
life, still proclaims to us in accents of fervour and 
remonstrance, of hope and of warning; '^Be- 
hold the Lamb of God That taketh away the sins 
of the world." 
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CHRIST THE MOTIVE POWER IN MEN. 

Col. X. 27. 
** Christ in tou, the hope op glory.*' 

The mind of man is now familiar enough, through 
the means of physical science, with motive power. 
From the simple lever up to the hydraulic press, 
there are not wanting organs whereby the inert 
faculties of matter are overcome, and change of 
place and form effected in the most obdurate ma- 
terials. In fact, motive power is that which has 
chiefly been in former times the desideratum, and 
is now the success of modern science; the fine 
mechanism of the watch, the tremendous power 
of steam is to turn a wheel ; to create a motion 
which shall be uniform and subject to man, which 
shall effect its purpose without wasting or de- 
stroying. 
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But it is not to visible agents and utensils that 
we must limit this power. The great laws of at- 
traction and gravitation, which so far as we know 
appear to pervade the universe, are recognizable 
only in their eflfects, i. e., in the power of their 
motions. That beautiful law which supplies the 
theory of the revolutions of the planets, and is even 
traced in the mutations of the fixed stars, finds 
its expression in the slightest movements of the 
smallest objects around us, and supplies to the 
inanimate things of sense, what the Psalmist de- 
scribes as " a law which shall not be broken." 

Rising from brute matter into organic life, 
we see the same law intensifying as it advances. 
The expansion of the imprisoned plant under the 
most unfavourable circumstances is almost irre- 
sistible, rocks and stones crumbling beneath the 
germinative power of nature ; and as we ascend 
into the sphere of the animal creation, a new 
element comes in to astonish and to awe us. 
We begin to find the first traces of mind, — in- 
stinct, desire, fear, begin to appeal to those prin- 
ciples of pleasure and pain on which even human 
action is founded, and under some circumstances, 
the cultivation of something like the moral quali- 
ties, attachment, gratitude, and fidelity to trust, 
seems to carry on the chain of elevation to a 
higher and nobler being. 

That higher and nobler being is man. Made 
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originally in the image aod likeness of God^ just 
and righteous^ with many a superadded gift from 
the Giver of all good things, he has fallen from 
that high estate, but though fallen, he is still the 
highest in the scale of the visible creation, and 
still retains much of his divine original about him, 
even when left to the gifts of nature. 

Here then, we get new and higher motive 
powers. In addition to the strong brute instincts 
which he shares with the classes beneath him in 
the order of beings, he now adds to these, the 
Godlike powers of reason, judgment, memory, 
will, prudence, self-sacrifice, justice, self-control, 
daring, and sympathy. What mighty consequences 
result from these! Bead the histories of the 
world to know what a grand creature fallen man 
is, or go behind the scenes of private life and 
watch the struggles, the endurances, the secret 
generosities, the patient submission, the sacrifices 
for principle, to which men of the world, (men 
who have no hope beyond this world,) will cheer- 
fully submit, led to these by the relics of good, 
still remaining in human nature, and urged by 
the strong cravings of the soul, still preserving 
some part of the image of its Maker. 

It would be interesting to trace the element of 
good which is still remaining in the natural man. 
Without believing (as we have been lately told,) 
that all men are born good, I think the calm 
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student of human nature will come to the con- 
clusion that there is much more good in the world 
than we think for, — that much virtue, (of this 
world and to be rewarded in this world), does 
prevail, and that the number of absolutely bad 
men is comparatively small. So again, there is 
hardly a bad action which has not its plausible or 
even favourable aspect, and there is hardly any 
man (however bad his practice and inadequate his 
belief) to whom a noble sentiment appeals in 
vain. The caterers for public amusement know 
this, and amid the more exciting exhibitions of 
profanity and indecency, we are told that even in 
the lowest haunts of London, a generous sentiment 
seldom fails to obtain a round of applause. 

Nor does this view of the inherent nobility of 
the fallen race of man tend to its deification, or 
to any disparagement of the grace of God. Ba- 
ther is it an evidence of the original perfection of 
the work of the Creator, that a being still so no- 
ble, should yet bear traces of having fallen from a 
higher estate. And this is the more to be ob- 
served when we think that, glorious as the natural 
man is, great as are his powers, intellectual and 
moral, splendid as are the results of his combina- 
tions, mighty as are the effects of his genius, — he 
is for this world only. "Vanity of vanities." 
The grave in this sense is the term of his glory 
and honour. At best, he is a fallen, mortal 
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beings who must pass his little day and then be 
forgotten. This is the view of human nature 
which is taken in that most remarkable book of 
the Bible^ the Book of Ecclesiastes. You have 
there the experience of a man of the worlds 
who had tested every delight, and sounded every 
abyss of the world, and found them all wanting, 
" Vanity of vanities/^ saith the preacher, " all is 
vanity." 

And is this the end of man ? Is this '^ why" 
he was brought into being. Is history to be the 
mere record of a set of actors, fretting their hour 
upon the stage of life, and then disappearing for 
ever? In one sense it is so. In the order of 
nature, man does the work of his day, and then 
disappears, and '* his place knoweth him no more." 
But there is another order of being — the order of 
grace, — and here we must return to what we said 
about motive power. 

As each rank in creation has its law of power 
arising from some principle within it, as in the 
ascending genera we find each order having the 
powers of the orders below and something else 
besides, so it is with the order of grace. 

The order of grace arrogates to itself all the 
powers of the lower world, it dominates over 
every force that influences the rest of the creation, 
but it has its own new powers — the powers of 
light and of the world to come. 

n 
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Now this is put before us in many parts of 
Holy Scripture. The stock of Adam, great and 
noble though it was, had become corrupted, the 
good vine, had brought forth sour grapes, the 
olive-tree had produced wild fruit, the tree had the 
axe laid to its root, and was ready for burning. 

It was necessary then, that a new nature should 
be supplied to it. Something homogeneous with 
itself, yet from above and beyond it, — I say, 
"homogeneous with itself," for like cures like, 
and yet " from above and beyond it," because it- 
self, being corrupted, could not supply the ma- 
terial for the cure. Accordingly, Christ the 
Blessed Son of Gob and of man, fulfilled both 
these conditions, — He was "homogeneous with 
human nature," because He was the true Son of 
Mary — He was " from above and beyond it,^' for 
He was the Son of God. 

Christ then, in His Person, His Love, and 
His Spirit, is the new principle superadded to 
man in the order of grace. S. Paul bears witness 
to this, " If any man be in Christ j£sus, he is 
a new creature," as if the imparted Presentiality 
of Christ made just such a difference in man, as 
the gift of reason would produce in a brute, or of 
instinct in a plant, or of growth in the stocks 
and stones. 

It is remarkable how constantly the Apostles 
press this upon us. Whether speaking of the 
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Sacraments whereby^ as S. Peter says^ we become 
'' partakers of the Divine Nature'* — or of the habi* 
tual state of charity of the individual Christian — 
or of the benedictions poured forth in full measure 
upon the corporate faithful^ called from this influ- 
ence, ''the Body of Christ/' — our Blessed Lord 
in His Incarnate Nature is ever the principle of 
all that is supernatural in man. ''Christ in 
you the hope of glory/' is the end of S. Paul's 
prayer. " I travail with you in birth till Christ 
be formed in you/' is the object of his pastoral 
labours. 

Hence it is that the early writers dwell so 
much upon our Lord being the Medicine and 
Physician of the human race — at once the Medi- 
cine and the Physician. Present both without us 
and within us — without us, to hold forth the 
means of Cure — within us, to be the very Cure 
itself. And surely, my brethren, there is much 
in this very consolatory, at the same time very 
awful, for while we must naturally tremble at the 
infinite nearness of the Judge of quick and dead, 
we may cling the closer to Him Who is the Sa- 
viour of all. 

Yet doubtless this tremendous theological truth 
cannot be without its powerful results upon our 
daily practice. If the Christian has a new na- 
ture, a set of feelings, aspirations, and motive 
powers which the natural man has lost and not 
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yet regained j if the principle and source of this 
higher life be no other than the Blessed Christ 
Himself, then both sin and virtue will come to be 
regarded by a measure dififerent from the ordinary 
point of view. 

For as the essence of sin is opposition to God^ 
it is brought in the person of the regenerate Chris- 
tian into direct antagonism with Christ. This 
is the ground of S. FauPs argument against sins 
of the flesh, their chief heinousness being, that 
men in committing them " take the members of 
Christ and make them the members of an harlot/' 
And this in its degree runs through all the sins 
of the faithful — they drag the indwelling Christ 
within them into the presence of that which is 
most loathsome to Him. If by a miracle our eyes 
were to be enlightened this moment and we were 
suddenly, at the end of the sanctuary of the church 
in which we worship, to behold our Blessed Lord 
enthroned, surrounded by all the pomp of the 
celestial court, with the white-robed elders cast- 
ing their crowns before Him in adoration, and 
the redeemed waving the palms of their victory in 
the light of His Countenance; could we for a 
moment take our eyes off the glorious sight, or 
allow a single unhallowed thought to bum within 
our souls before His Fresence ? Yet faith reveals 
to us that Christ is actually nearer to us than 
this blessed scene. That with all the splendour of 
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His graces He dwells within our souls — that He 
is " Christ in you, the hope of glory/^ And 
can we then sin with comfort to ourselves ? can 
we go on in careless worldly selfish ways ? can 
we indulge in favourite lusts and unholy imagin- 
ings ? can we give way to unruly tempers and 
cherished dislikes, with the Presence of Christ 
burning within our souls and witnessing each un- 
holy deed and recording each miserable imagi- 
nation ? 

But if this doctrine in its awful aspect tells so 
seriously upon us, how much more constraining 
should its influence be, in its more loving and 
gracious one. The Presence of Christ, the new 
Adam within us, as the principle of the new life 
and the motive power of the regenerate man, will 
lead in a special manner to holy exertion and to a 
fresh and generous service of our dear Redeemer. 
It will take the sting out of the sorrows of this 
life, to be assured of this nearness, for " in His 
Presence is fulness of joy,^^ and if that Presence 
within us be realized and made our own by lowly 
meditation, then even the sorrows of this life will 
be borne with equanimity and resignation. But 
chiefly will it tend to make us gird up the loins of 
our souls to the daily operation of " working out 
our salvation with fear and trembling.^^ If it be 
" God That worketh in us both to do and to will 
of His good pleasure,^' then there can be no bounds 
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to the blessing which must rest upon our exer- 
tions, and the thought of Him Who indwells 
within us, will take away any undue notions of 
human merit, whatsoever we do with regard to 
everlasting life, being, in fact, not our own work, 
but the work of Christ within us. This needs 
to be strongly insisted on to Christians, for the 
cautions which the Pelagian tendency in human 
nature requires of us — the danger of valuing our- 
selves on our good actions, as if they were our 
own — have precipitated many schools of theology 
into the opposite error, and have led them to under- 
value the influence of the daily life and the daily 
action upon our final condition, substituting a 
religion of sentiment and emotion for one of stem 
duty and benevolent love. The orthodox Chris- 
tian tries to steer the middle course in which lies 
the truth between these contrariant systems. 
While we attribute our whole salvation to the 
meritorious and everlasting Actions of the Son 
of God — while we acknowledge that we cannot 
think a good thought, nor do a good action with- 
out the aid of the Holy Spirit — while we ac- 
knowledge in all that we do, that what is our own 
is bad, what is of the indwelling Christ is good ; 
let us on the other hand remember that God 
crowns His Own work within us in divers ways ; 
that our position in the next world will be deter- 
mined by what we have done and suffered, by 
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what we have neglected or abstained from ; and 
that the unspeakable delights of the heaven 
(parchased for us by the Saviour's Precious 
Deaths) will yet be bestowed upon us as rewards. 
'^ Behold j I come quickly^ and My reward is with 
Me, to give unto every man according to his 
works/' 

This double condition of our actions, that they 
are wrought supematurally by God within us, 
and yet that our salvation depends upon them, 
must always be kept in mind by earnest people. 
Either truth by itself alone, becomes an error: 
both are true; both must be believed; both must 
be acted on. 

Now, to apply this to men's daily lives. Men's 
occupations are as various as their degrees of in- 
tellect or cultivation are different. But varying as 
their condition is, in every condition they have the 
power of serving or neglecting God, of being the 
slave of or of resisting the devil. There are certain 
obligations that lie on all men in whatever degree 
of life they may be, such as devotion to God, 
and benevolence to man. Each one must look 
into his own heart and see how he stands in the 
matter of his prayers and devotions, both at home 
and at church. Is the solemn intercourse that 
takes place between man and his Maker con- 
stantly, reverently, and faithfully carried on ? It 
is to be feared that far too little time is bestowed 
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upon communion with God in private prayer. 
, Either men pray in a wandering and vague, or in 
a perfunctory and formal way, or again, with little 
attention and reverence of body and soul, or with- 
out much practical faith in the answers prayer 
draws down. 

And with regard to the public worship, can it 
be denied that there is not sufficient recognition 
of the benefits of the united prayers of the Church, 
even where but two or three are gathered together 
in Christ^s Name? Notwithstanding the late 
revival of religion in this country, one must say 
with sorrow, that Christians do not profit by the 
daily service, to the extent that they ought to do. 
Day by day, evening by evening, the voice of prayer 
and praise ascends — yet at these daily and con- 
tinual orisons, how few are to be found ? The real 
reason is, that people do not set their heart upon 
GoD^s service as the first thing. If they even 
would recognize the daily service as one of the 
institutions of the day, as much so as the daily 
meal or the daily walk for recreation, our churches 
would be better attended, and we may humbly 
hope we should thereby be better pleasing unto 
God. 

And so with regard to benevolence to man. 
Do men really do all they can in the way of alms- 
giving ? or do they so live up to their incomes, or 
even beyond them, that they have nothing to give 
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to God when the world has been served ? This 
is a very common sin in this country. People 
are too much estimated for what they have, and 
therefore there is a constant effort at appearances, 
which has many bad effects, both in the way that 
I have already mentioned, and also in rendering 
life a practical lie, by attempting to persuade the 
world that we are what in reality we are not — or 
rather, (to speak more truly,) that we have what 
in reality we have not. 

The true plan is first, annually, to set aside a 
portion of our means for charity, on which we 
never trench, and then to employ with thankful- 
ness the rest of what God has given us for our 
support and comfort. The proportion will of 
course differ with different people, and no general 
rule can be laid down which will fit all, but this I 
am sure of, that "God loveth the cheerful giver" 
and blesses his household with increase a hun- 
dred-fold. 

" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least 
of these My brethren, ye have done it unto 
Me.^' And blessed will be the day when these 
words are sounded in our ears. Blessed will 
it be when our Lord bestows upon us of His 
free gift, that reward of our obedience and love 
which He has purchased for us. Then we shall 
enter upon a state of being of which this life has 
been the earnest and the antepast. Here you 
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have been on your trial supported indeed by the 
presence of your Divine Master, but still in con- 
stant danger of falling ? There you will be com- 
forted, for your warfare shall be accomplished and 
your iniquity pardoned. Here you have had to 
endure the heat and burden of the day, sorrow 
and trial, bereavement and pain, desolation of 
spirit and anguish of soul, with all the penance 
which God has laid upon erring humanity. There 
you will be satisfied with the pleasure of God's 
house and transported with the celestial delights 
of His Beatific Vision. Here you Tiave been liable 
to disease and death, the insatiable grave still 
craving its part and portion in you, there you 
shall be clothed upon with the garment of im- 
mortality, and shall be fresh and vigorous with 
the living blood of eternal life coursing through 
your veins. Here the indwelling of the Son of 
God within you has been the hope of glory, the 
blessed gilding of a forlorn lot, there it will be 
no longer hope but fruition — the fruition of One 
Whose Beauty surpasses all created beauties, for 
He is very Beauty Himself, and Who, while He 
has revealed Himself to us as the awful God tak- 
ing vengeance on the wicked, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, wills rather that we should 
recognize Him in His tenderest aspect, as the eter- 
nal Lover and Friend of our souls, as our eternal 
Hope and Joy. 



SEEMON VIIL 



CHRIST THE OBJECT OF LOVING FAITH. 

isa. xxxiii. 17. 

'* Thine btes shall see the Kino in His Beauty: 
thet shall bbhold the land that is vert far 

OFF." 

When our Blessed Lord^ fresh from the squalor 
of the tomb^ in all the exaltation of His triumph 
over deaths and in all the glory of His revived 
Vitality, appeared on that bright Resurrection-Day 
among the disciples^ bestowing on them peace, 
and ordaining them as the great channels of par- 
don to an erring world ; one of their number was 
absent. That disciple, who had before exhibited 
the most impulsive devotion to his Master,^ now 
failed when his faith was being taxed to the utter- 
most. Obstinately he refused to admit the truth of 
the Resurrection till the most tangible evidence of 

* S. John zi. 16. 
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the Lord's reality, and '* proof from the grossest of 
the senses/'^ had been afforded to him. " Except 
I shall see in His Hands the print of the nails^ 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into His Side, I will not believe/^ 
The Saviour, then as ever, condescending to the 
infirmity of His loved creature, actually after eight 
days invited him to the crucial experiment, and 
the Apostle, convinced of the reality of the mys- 
tery, penetrated by compunction, and awe, and 
tender love, cried out " My Lord and my God." 
Thou art the Lord of life and with Thee nothing 
is impossible. Thou art the God of the living 
and hast triumphed over the tomb; but Thou 
art also my Lord and my God. Thou art my 
portion, the God and King of my heart. 

Then follow those comfortable words of the 
Truth Itself, which have been the consolation of 
many an anxious soul since those days, even the 
solace of them " who walk by fedth and not by 
sight.'^^ " Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed." Words that 
must have been well remembered by the rest, es- 
pecially by S. Peter, who, speaking of his Master, 
says, " Whom having not seen, ye love ; in Whom, 
though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 

» S. Chrysostom. ' 2 Cor. v. 7. 
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receiving the end of your faith^ even the salvation 
of your souls/' ^ 

Here then we have the benediction of faith — 
" the substance of things hoped for^ the evidence 
of things not seen/' Let us^ by the Divine aid^ 
fix our thoughts upon it. 

I. The soul of man is a living, intelligent, and 
free essence. It lives with something more than 
mere mortal life — it understands all things, even 
God Himself in its measure. It is exempt from 
absolute constraint in the exercise both of its 
will and reason. Of the various faculties with 
which the Supreme Being has gifted it, its intel- 
lectual power, whereby it discerns the true, ad- 
heres to the good and rejects the evil, is the high- 
est, (for which purpose it employs the rational, the 
irascible, and the concupiscible instincts of its 
nature.) It has to deal with truth. As proposi- 
tions are placed before it, it passes judgment upon 
them, and having satisfied itself of the meaning 
of the defiinition of the terms, comes to a conclu- 
sion ii;L accordance with the premises set before it. 
It aspires at infallible certainty, for there can be 
no middle term between truth and falsehood, but 
whereas the soul is itself subject to change, it re- 
quires the aid of some unchanging light, which 
from its steadfastness cannot be a creature, and 
which is no other than the Eternal Word and Wis- 

1 1 S. Peter i. 8. 
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dom of the Father, the '' Light That lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world/' Logical 
necessity depends neither on the real and material 
existence of the things in nature, nor on the meie 
imagination of the heart of man, but on the eter- 
nal ideas and examples on which the Divine Archi- 
tect of the universe ever labours, and which are 
reflected in all His works. Hence the beautiful 
expression of S. Augustine, that '^ the torch which 
gives light to all our reasonings kindles itself at 
that flre of Infinite Truth, whither its lustre would 
reconduct us/' Hence our inteUect is in relation 
with the Infinite Truth ; without it, we can come 
to no certainty ; with it, the truth shall make us 
free and instruct us, if the evil lusts that are 
within us, and the false and fleeting appearances 
that surround us, interpose not between our 
glances and that August and Eternal Teacher, 
Who is ever present in the depths of our souls. 

But furthermore, the true is the same as the 
good, and therefore the faculty which adheres to 
the good, which is the will, is closely connected 
with that which apprehends the true, which is the 
intelligence, — hence we see the moral aspect of 
faith, and learn how a power, whose duty is to 
deal with the truth or falsehood of things, should 
yet be so intimately connected with that which 
affects the right and the wrong. We learn that 
this holy virtue is not merely the divine light 
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whereby man recognizes what God is, and what 
He is to us in His Persons, His Attributes, and 
His dealings with the universe, but also what are 
the corresponding duties which these subjects of 
knowledge demand of us who are the work of His 
Hands. 

Hence the utter barrenness and unprofitableness 
of those wretched speculations, whether faith 
alone, or faith and good works justified a man. 
Hence the inconsequence of those theories, which 
by regarding faith as synonymous with confidence, 
transferred to that first principle of religion, all 
the blessed things that are said of the full assur- 
ance of the matured Christian, or which needed 
to torture the expressions that refer to the race 
of man dead in trespasses and sins, living under 
the law of nature or the carnal ordinances of the 
Mosaic Dispensation, into allusions to the normal 
condition of man regenerate in Christ. 

Now let us accurately define what we mean by 
faith. We understand by it, our reunion with 
God in Christ through the intellect by means 
of the faculty of the knowledge. " This is life 
eternal, to know Thee, the One true God and 
Christ Jesus Whom Thou hast sent.'^ " It is 
a pious and sure assent of the mind, produced by 
the Holy Ghost, whereby we firmly acknowledge 
all things revealed by God, and especially the 
things which concern the redemption of the 
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human race by Christ, " to be infallibly true/' 
Being produced by the Holt Ghost, it is em- 
phatically a gift of God and transcends the natural 
powers of the soul though it works in them. It 
admits of no vacillation or uncertainty because it 
rests upon the authority of God, Who can neither 
deceive nor be deceived. In this it differs from 
opinion which, being absolutely human, is, of 
necessity, mutable. Yet with all its certainty, 
it admits not of demonstrative proof, and is 
merged into something else when what is believed 
becomes subject to sight. *' Faith is to believe 
what thou seest not, and its truth and its reward is 
to see what thou hast believed."* It is essentiallv 
supernatural, dwelling in the atmosphere of heaven 
while it has its habitation on earth, and presenting 
that wonderful paradox which runs through the 
whole kingdom of grace, being at once the weakest 
and the strongest, — the weakest, if measured by 
the standard of fallen man, the strongest, as " cast- 
ing down imaginations and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obe- 
dience of Christ." For, says S. Leo, speaking 
of the faith in one of the mysteries of the Church, 
'^ increased and strengthened by the gift of the 
Holt Spirit, neither chains, nor prisons, nor exile, 
nor hunger, nor fire, nor the tearing of wild beasts, 

* S. Aug. tract, in Isa. 
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nor the inglorious tortures of cruel persecutors 
have been able to crush it. For this faith over 
the whole world, not only men^ but even women^ 
not only beardless boys but even tender maids 
have ^triven even unto the shedding of their 
blood. This faith hath cast out devils^ driven 
away diseases, and raised the dead.^'^ 

But^ as we hinted before, with the act of mind, 
there is closely connected an act of the will, and 
therefore the excitement of certain feelings is 
more or less connected with faith. Hence in the 
Christian scheme, we pass on by an easy transition 
to that aspect of religion, whereby we do not con- 
template faith as it is in itself, but as it is vivified 
and formed by love. In reasoning on the subject, 
we may and must separate these, — in actual prac- 
tice they may not be divided, — " for this higher 
faith is that which brings man into real and liv- 
ing communion with Christ, fills him with de- 
votion and confidence in his Maker, and by 
contrast, deepens his humility and kindles his 
contrition. This, by its power, frees him from 
sin^ and causes all things to be viewed, not in self, 
but in God. This pours forth the spirit of love 
over all things that are seen in God. Through 
this, we appropriate to ourselves the Sufferings of 
Christ, so that we become partakers of the fruits 
of the same. Love, the vivifying principle, con- 

^ De Asc. Serm. 2. 
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BunimateQ the faith^ and this makes us well-pleas- 
ing to God/* Alas ! that there should be the 
faith that does not justify. That there should be 
the faith of devils and reprobate men ! yet it is so. 
How accordant with the constitution of man is 
the operation of faith informed by love ! Ob- 
serve how harmoniously the powers of the soul 
interwork with each other, — see how knowledge 
deepens the affection, and how the affection thus 
deepened, reacts upon and increases the know- 
ledge. Given at Baptism, (and sometimes before 
it) it is a divine gift, operating by the law of di- 
vine things. First in the order of time, comes 
the exercise of the pure intellect, for the action of 
the mind ever precedes that of the will, and men 
must know God by the intelligence before they 
can love Him with the heart. The glorious and 
mysterious objects of the Christian Faith come to 
be dwelt upon in the mind as true facts ; the 
splendour of God, the harmony of His laws, the 
wisdom of His precepts, the tenderness of His 
love, the blessedness of His redemption, mani- 
fested in what the Prophet calls, *' His abbreviate 
work,^' that is, in the dispensation of the God- 
Man, Jesus Christ, stamp their impress on the 
soul, and as men behold the King in His Beauty, 
they come to conceive a contempt of the world 
and a hati'cd of sin. The contemplation of the Di- 
vine Excellence burns out the love of that which is 



Christ the Object of loving Faith. 115 

base and degrading, and fills the sinner with as- 
pirations after the Eternal Truth. Faith generates 
the thirst for knowledge, and knowledge increases 
the desire for union, and so, a pious search findeth 
the Truth, and resteth therein with joy. As 
goodness and sin are viewed in their true colours, 
the illusions of the world fade away, the mists 
dissolve before the warmth of the divine ray, 
the distractions of the world and the flesh are 
driven away, and the soul, originally made only 
for the love and adoration of the Supreme, finds 
its true end and purpose, as it bathes itself in the 
shoreless ocean of the Divine Perfectious, and 
drinks in torrents of delight from Him, Who is 
the Life and Joy of all creation. 

So shall it be, my brethren, in the days when 
men's eyes shaU '^ see the King in His beauty, 
when they shall behold the land that is very far 
off;'' but even here they will have a foretaste of 
that unspeakable happiness. Heaven and earth in 
the Christian scheme are not so separate as the 
worldlings who walk by sight would have us 
believe. They act and react upon each other; and 
while earth will, in the future state, afford to the 
good a store of blessed memories of God's deal- 
ings with His loved creatures, of correspondences 
with heavenly grace, of sweet recollections of lights 
and gifts well bestowed and traded with — heaven 
now has its image here below in the life of the 
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state of grace^ in the obedience and adoration of 
the loving soul^ in the praise and high Eucharist 
of the Church — true image of the heavenly Je- 
rusalem, — and in the personal Presence of the 
Blessed Jesus, Who has said, ^^ Lo, I am with 
you every day, even to the end of the world V^ 

II. Having now seen somewhat of the nature 
of the habit of faith, it becomes us to inquire 
what is its object. That it is a faculty or exercise 
of the understanding, closely connected with the 
will, we know ; it remains for us to ask, upon what 
that faculty is exercised. It is a light ; the gift 
of God, for the illumination of the inward man; 
we have to ask what that light is to discover. 

Now the most general answer to this is, that 
the material object of Faith, or what we believe, 
is the primal and original Truth as it is mani- 
fested to us in Holy Scripture and in the teach- 
ing of the Church. Whatever truth God has in 
any way manifested becomes that which we must 
believe. It is that great class of things, which S. 
Paul describes as the things not seen and eternal, 
in contradistinction to the temporal things which 
are seen. It is that vast array of supernatural veri- 
ties which surround the Throne of God, and min- 
ister to His Glory, and bless His creatures, like so 
many Holy Spirits that beam in His Presence. 
What the rapt Apostle saw in Patmos is but a 
shadow of what is indeed to be beheld; and the 
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mind of man sinks overwhelmed and overborne 
by the weight of the glory. What a sight will it 
be to the disenthralled soul, as she is harried 
through the courts of the heavenly Jerusalem, to 
become cognizant for the first time of those 
everlasting forms of which the things we see 
are the dimmed reflection. With what delight 
will she hail the manifestation of those everlast- 
ing glories which here have been but revealed 
by faith. To have the whole order of God^s pre- 
destination unfolded from the beginning to the 
end, to behold His justice and His mercy recon- 
ciled, to be iii^tructed in those deep and inscru- 
table providences which we dare not penetrate 
even in thought now, will be among the joys of 
the future state ; for we shall know even as we are 
known. But our cognition shall not rest here. 
It will not be with blessed and holy facts only, 
but with blessed and holy persons that we shall 
come into the closest relation. To have society 
with all the just who have lived since righteous 
Abel, to hold communion with the blessed Spirits 
of a more ethereal nature than that of the children 
of Adam, to be blessed with the influence of an- 
gelic beings, so exalted as only to come infinitely 
short of the glory of God Himself — this is surely 
sweet reward for the highest virtue of faith — yet 
all this is as nothing in comparison with that 
which God hath laid up for them that love Him,; 
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For GoDc Himself, the Blessed and Adorable 
Trinity in Unity, as He has promised that He 
Himself will be man^s exceeding great reward, so 
is He also by the very constraining necessity of 
His Being, the One great primal Object, which, 
being believed in here, shall, in actual sign and 
beatific vision, be the crowning delight of the 
happiness in heaven. 

" Thine eyes shall see the King in His Beauty/' 
The imagination of inspiration itself has been 
taxed to describe to us tBe delights of our hea^* 
venly home. Images, drawn from all that is 
costly and lovely here below, are he\iped together 
to convey to us some faint idea of our eternal 
Fatherland. The satisfaction of every holy inch* 
nation, the ravishment of every sanctified emotion, 
the gratification of every etherealized passion, 
the delight of every regenerated sense will be as 
nothing in comparison with the sight of God. 
The Being of beings in whom we have lived, and 
moved, and had our being will then reveal Him- 
self to us in all that august loveliness in which 
He hath been from the beginning. All creation 
will then be seen to have been made for Him, and 
will be seen and valued in Him and for Him. 
Every rational creation will employ its whole facul* 
ties in exalting God^s honour, and thus fulfilling 
the end for which it was made, and *' God will be 
all in all.'' '^ Thine eyes shall see the King in 
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His Beauty, they shall behold the land that is 
very far off/' 

If these things be the objects of sight in '' the 
eternal and everlasting kingdom^' of God,, they 
are the objects of faith now. But alas I distinctly 
as they are revealed to us, we cannot realize them 
as we are. The remains of the fall have blinded 
the faculty of spiritual vision, and dulled the in* 
ward sense of the unseen things, and so, have ob- 
scured the light of faith. And here the mercy of 
GrOD has interfered. As all religion circles round 
the centre-fact of the mystery of the Incarnation of 
the Divine Word, so the Person of the Blessed 
6oD-Man Jesus Christ becomes in theological 
language, the secondary object of Faith, on which 
the frail nature of man may rest in adoring and 
loving submission. Infinite as are the treasures 
which we possess in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
there is none so important as that of being the 
Author and Finisher of our Faith. He is its 
Author, inasmuch as He is the blessed source of 
Faith, the meritorious Purchaser of the holy gift ; 
but He is also its Finisher — that is, He is the Holy 
Being on Whom all faith must rest, and Who, 
while He works its perfection in each Christian 
soul, is Himself the End to which it aspires. 

You will now see, my brethren, why the 
Church lays so much stress upon the study of 
the Holy Gospels. In them we find the record 
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of the meritorioas Life and Death of the Blessed 
Son of God. You have there the historic Christ, 
and as such in this sense^ He is the object of our 
faith. In those faithful documents we have the 
record of the life of One " Who went about doing 
good and healing those who were oppressed with 
the devil/' Who devoted His days to the cure of 
the spiritual and corporeal ailments of the people, 
and His nights to long and protracted prayer, 
Who braved and encountered in the cause of 
truth the deep-rooted prejudices and the strongly 
expressed public opinion of His corrupted fellow- 
countrymen, Whose precepts were of a morality 
so pure and exalted, that His enemies confessed 
that never man spake as He spake. Who exhibited 
His supernatural powers by the casting out of 
devils and by the raising of the dead: yet at 
the same time was so lowly that He had not 
where to lay His head, and so acutely sympathis- 
ing with those He lived with, as to mix Himself up 
with their simplest joys and sorrows. I say we 
have this simple record given us by Almighty 
God, that from that which is seen and handled, 
we might rise to the unseen and heavenly ; that 
confessing the Son of Man, we might believe in 
the Son of God, and that acknowledging the 
divine and the supernatural in the human actions 
of Christ, we might be led up to a cognizance of 
the eternal objects of faith. 
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' In this sense Tertollian interprets the words of 
my text^ as being a prophecy of Christ in the 
flesh. ^' Thine eyes shall see the King in His 
Beauty/' And truly what more kingly, what 
more beautiful than the life of Jesus ? — kingly^ 
in that it exhibited mastery over sin, mastery over 
the evil spirit, mastery over the lower world, and 
disease, and death, the grisly tyrant itself, — beau- 
tiful, in that it displayed in bodily form every 
thought of beauty that ever had been treasured 
up in the heart of man, all that poet or painter 
had dreamed of, all that holy seer had imagined 
in rapture by day or in vision by night, all that 
philosophers, surrounded by classic forms and 
the perfections of art, had ever formed idea of, 
the beauty of true refinement, the beauty of per- 
fect worth, the beauty of true virtue, the beauty 
of the holiness of God. 

Let us then add this additional motive and 
gratitude to the rest, when we contemplate the 
many mercies we have in Jesus Christ. If 
"without faith it is impossible to please" God, 
let us praise His Holy Name for that treasury of 
the merit of faith which He has given us in His 
Only Son. Let us by holy meditation upon the 
sacred Life and Death of that Blessed Redeemer, 
so quicken our sense of His being and attributes, 
that we may attain to the blessings which are here 
promised to a faith that is informed by love, and 
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of the meritorioas Life and Death of the Blessed 
Son of God. You have there the historic Christ, 
aad as such in this sense^ He is the object of our 
faith. In those faithful documents we have the 
record of the life of One " Who went about doing 
good and healing those who were oppressed with 
the devil/' Who devoted His days to the cure of 
the spiritual and corporeal ailments of the people^ 
and His nights to long and protracted prayer. 
Who braved and encountered in the cause of 
truth the deep-rooted prejudices and the strongly 
expressed public opinion of His corrupted fellow* 
countrymen, Whose precepts were of a morality 
so pure and exalted, that His enemies confessed 
that never man spake as He spake. Who exhibited 
His supernatural powers by the casting out of 
devils and by the raising of the dead: yet at 
the same time was so lowly that He had not 
where to lay His head, and so acutely sympathis- 
ing with those He lived with, as to mix Himself up 
with their simplest joys and sorrows. I say we 
have this simple record given us by Almighty 
God, that from that which is seen and handled, 
we might rise to the unseen and heavenly ; that 
confessing the Son of Man, we might believe in 
the Son of God, and that acknowledging the 
divine and the supernatural in the human actions 
of Christ, we might be led up to a cognizance of 
the eternal objects of faith. 
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' In this sense Tertollian interprets the words of 
my text^ as being a prophecy of Christ in the 
flesh. ^' Thine eyes shall see the King in His 
Beauty/' And truly what more kingly, what 
more beautiful than the life of Jesus ? — kingly, 
in that it exhibited mastery over sin, mastery over 
the evil spirit, mastery over the lower world, and 
disease, and death, the grisly tyrant itself, — beau- 
tiful, in that it displayed in bodily form every 
thought of beauty that ever had been treasured 
up in the heart of man, all that poet or painter 
had dreamed of, all that holy seer had imagined 
in rapture by day or in vision by night, all that 
philosophers, surrounded by classic forms and 
the perfections of art, had ever formed idea of, 
the beauty of true refinement, the beauty of per- 
fect worth, the beauty of true virtue, the beauty 
of the holiness of God. 

Let us then add this additional motive and 
gratitude to the rest, when we contemplate the 
many mercies we have in Jesus C heist. If 
"without faith it is impossible to please" God, 
let us praise His Holy Name for that treasury of 
the merit of faith which He has given us in His 
Only Son. Let us by holy meditation upon the 
sacred Life and Death of that Blessed Redeemer, 
so quicken our sense of His being and attributes, 
that we may attain to the blessings which are here 
promised to a faith that is informed by love, and 
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of the meritorioas Life and Death of the Blessed 
Son of God. You have there the historic Christ, 
and as such in this sense^ He is the object of our 
faith. In those faithful documents we have the 
record of the life of One " Who went about doing 
good and healing those who were oppressed with 
the devil,^' Who devoted His days to the cure of 
the spiritual and corporeal ailments of the people, 
and His nights to long and protracted prayer. 
Who braved and encountered in the cause of 
truth the deep-rooted prejudices and the strongly 
expressed public opinion of His corrupted fellow* 
countrymen, Whose precepts were of a morality 
so pure and exalted, that His enemies confessed 
that never man spake as He spake, Who exhibited 
His supernatural powers by the casting out of 
devils and by the raising of the dead: yet at 
the same time was so lowly that He had not 
where to lay His head, and so acutely sympathis- 
ing with those He lived with, as to mix Himself up 
with their simplest joys and sorrows. I say we 
have this simple record given us by Almighty 
God, that from that which is seen and handled, 
we might rise to the unseen and heavenly ; that 
confessing the Son of Man, we might believe in 
the Son of God, and that acknowledging the 
divine and the supernatural in the human actions 
of Christ, we might be led up to a cognizance of 
the eternal objects of faith. 
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' In this sense Tertollian interprets the words of 
my text^ as being a prophecy of Christ in the 
flesh. ^' Thine eyes shall see the King in His 
Beauty/' And truly what more kingly, what 
more beautiful than the life of Jesus ? — kingly^ 
in that it exhibited mastery over sin, mastery over 
the evil spirit, mastery over the lower world, and 
disease, and death, the grisly tyrant itself, — beau- 
tiful, in that it displayed in bodily form every 
thought of beauty that ever had been treasured 
up in the heart of man, all that poet or painter 
had dreamed of, all that holy seer had imagined 
in rapture by day or in vision by night, all that 
philosophers, surrounded by classic forms and 
the perfections of art, had ever formed idea of, 
the beauty of true refinement, the beauty of per- 
fect worth, the beauty of true virtue, the beauty 
of the holiness of God. 

Let us then add this additional motive and 
gratitude to the rest, when we contemplate the 
many mercies we have in Jesus Christ. If 
"without faith it is impossible to please'^ God, 
let us praise His Holy Name for that treasury of 
the merit of faith which He has given us in His 
Only Son. Let us by holy meditation upon the 
sacred Life and Death of that Blessed Redeemer, 
so quicken our sense of His being and attributes, 
that we may attain to the blessings which are here 
promised to a faith that is informed by love, and 
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of the meritorious Life and Death of the Blessed 
Son of God. You have there the historic Christ, 
and as such in this sense^ He is the object of our 
faith. In those faithful documents we have the 
record of the life of One " Who went about doing 
good and healing those who were oppressed with 
the devil/' Who devoted His days to the cure of 
the spiritual and corporeal ailments of the people, 
and His nights to long and protracted prayer, 
Who braved and encountered in the cause of 
truth the deep-rooted prejudices and the strongly 
expressed public opinion of His corrupted fellow* 
countrymen, Whose precepts were of a morality 
so pure and exalted, that His enemies confessed 
that never man spake as He spake. Who exhibited 
His supernatural powers by the casting out of 
devils and by the raising of the dead : yet at 
the same time was so lowly that He had not 
where to lay His head, and so acutely sympathis- 
ing with those He lived with, as to mix Himself up 
with their simplest joys and sorrows. I say we 
have this simple record given us by Almighty 
God, that from that which is seen and handled, 
we might rise to the unseen and heavenly ; that 
confessing the Son of Man, we might believe in 
the Son of God, and that acknowledging the 
divine and the supernatural in the human actions 
of Christ, we might be led up to a cognizance of 
the eternal objects of faith. 
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• In this sense Tertollian interprets the words of 
my text, as being a prophecy of Christ in the 
flesh. ^' Thine eyes shall see the King in His 
Beauty/' And truly what more kingly, what 
more beautiful than the life of Jesus ? — kingly, 
in that it exhibited mastery over sin, mastery over 
the evil spirit, mastery over the lower world, and 
disease, and death, the grisly tyrant itself, — beau- 
tiful, in that it displayed in bodily form every 
thought of beauty that ever had been treasured 
up in the heart of man, all that poet or painter 
had dreamed of, all that holy seer had imagined 
in rapture by day or in vision by night, all that 
philosophers, surrounded by classic forms and 
the perfections of art, had ever formed idea of, 
the beauty of true refinement, the beauty of per- 
fect worth, the beauty of true virtue, the beauty 
of the holiness of God. 

Let us then add this additional motive and 
gratitude to the rest, when we contemplate the 
many mercies we have in Jesus C heist. If 
** without faith it is impossible to please'^ God, 
let us praise His Holy Name for that treasury of 
the merit of faith which He has given us in His 
Only Son. Let us by holy meditation upon the 
sacred Life and Death of that Blessed Redeemer, 
so quicken our sense of His being and attributes, 
that we may attain to the blessings which are here 
promised to a faith that is informed by love, and 
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when our trial is over, and our doom pronounced, 
may we enter into the blessed sight of that long 
desired Lord, and receive the benediction of those 
who "have not seen yet have believed,^^ in a 
^sacred and everlasting rest in Him. 



SEEM ON IX. 



CHRIST THE PARDONER OF SIN. 

S. John tiii. 11. 
« Neither do I condemn thee : oo, and sin no more." 

" Our God is a jealous God/' and, it is on ac* 
count of sin, that " a fire is kindled in His anger, 
which shall hum unto the lowest hell, and shall 
consume the earth with her increase, and set on 
fire the foundations of the mountains .'' He alone 
knows what transgression really is, and we can 
hest attain unto a sense of its malignity and 
grievousness, by seeing how He has punished it. 
He '^ spared not the angels that sinned, but cast 
them down to hell, and delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved unto the judgment." 
He drove our first parents, whom He had made 
in His own image and likeness, out of the paradise 
of delights which He had given them, and en- 
tailed the sentence of death and innumerable 
other misfortunes, as well on themselves as oa 
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their offspring. He drowned a guilty world, 
'^bringing in a flood upon the ungodly/^ He 
rained down fire and brimstone on the glittering 
and profligate cities of the plain. He searched 
out the sins of His chosen ones, visiting their sins 
with scourges, and their offences with the rod. 
^^He delivered their power into captivity, and 
their beauty into the enemy's hand.^' He laid 
banishment on the guile of Jacob, and exile on 
the impatience of Moses, and bitter domestic sor- 
row on the rashness of Jephthah, and bereavement 
on the softness of Eli, and dethronement and the 
pangs of ill -requited affection on the fall of the 
man after His own heart. " As for His enemies, He 
clothed them with perpetual shame.^^ The names of 
Cain, and Nimrod, and Esau, and Saul, and Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat which caused Israel to sin, 
at once suggest to us, how grievous a thing is the 
anger of the Lord, and what a fearful thing it is 
to fall into the hands of the living God. 

The whole record of God^s dealings with man, 
whether we study it in His revealed word, or seek 
it in the uninspired histories of nations, — whether 
we note it in the fates of those with whom we 
have to do, or more profitably, read it in His dis- 
cipline of ourselves, most plainly puts before us 
the terrible truth that God will by no means 
clear the guilty, — that He can destroy both body 
and soul in hell, and, that He will take vengeance 
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on all them that know not God^ and that ^^ obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ;" yet 
it is the same God Who saith, *' Neither do I con- 
demn thee : go^ and sin no more/' 

It was during the second year of our Sa- 
viour's ministry^ during the joyous feast of Ta- 
bernacles^ *' when all Israel celebrated the festival 
of the ingathering, and blessed the Lord seven 
days after they had gathered in their com and 
their wine ;" at the feast whereat Ezra first in- 
augurated the e£forts of the captive Jews to re- 
store their city after the days of their deportation 
to Babylon, and at which his successor, Nehemiah, 
afterwards renewed the forgotten rites, on an ap- 
peal to the sacred Scriptures, when " the people 
went forth, and brought them and made them- 
selves booths every one upon the roof of his 
house ;^' at that feast, moreover, at which according 
to the Prophet Zechariah,i the " remnant of all the 
nations which came against Jerusalem, shall go 
up from year to year, to worship the King, the 
Lord of Hosts,^^ — that the event took place which 
I have chosen for our consideration. The holy 
city was crowded with devout persons from all 
Israel ; the recollection of what our Saviour had 
said and done at the former feast was not for- 
gotten by them : there was an inquiry for Him, 
and expectation was at its height because He 

^ Zech. xiv. 16. ? 
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appeared not at the beginmng of the festival. 
^^ In the midst of the feast J£sus went up into 
the temple and taught/' He at once comes into 
collision with the accredited teachers of the people. 
He attacks their formal mode of keeping the Sab- 
bath. His words are words of power^ and many 
of the people believe on Him. The Pharisees 
become alarmed; nay, even one of their own 
number, Nicodemus^ leans to the new Teacher. 
The officers sent to apprehend Him come back to 
their masters^ overcome by His words : the affair 
is critical ; for their own credit's sake they must 
destroy His reputation with the people. On this 
understandings " Every man went unto his own 
house. Jesus went unto the Mount of Olives.'' 
What a touching contrast I The Pharisees retire 
with vengeance in their hearts to the comfort and 
luxury of their homes. The Lord of Life, and 
Maker of all things, betakes Himself to the cold 
olive garden for a night of fasting and prayer. 

On the morrow the antagonistic causes meet in 
the Temple of God. In the courts of the Lord's 
House the extraordinary scene now to be related 
takes place. The people have crowded round to 
listen to Him. After the fashion of the teachers 
in that land He sits upon the ground on a slightly 
elevated resting-place as He proceeds with His 
instruction. Presently He is interrupted. His 
enemies, the Scribes and Pharisees, hale into His 
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sight, the foulest object in creation^ a fallen wo* 
man^ one dragged from the very commission of 
her crime in all the shame and detection and 
nakedness of surprised guilt. And now with 
eager and malicious cries they demand the judg- 
ment of this new Teacher on the guilty shivering 
wretch who stands trembling before Him. ' Is our 
Instructor one of the lax or of the rigorist school 
of theologians ? Is He to treat the crime gravely, 
and 80 lose His popularity with the people, whom 
He has just pleased by modifying the strictness 
of the law of the Sabbath ? or is He to regard it 
with laxity, and so bring Himself into collision, 
at once with the letter of the law of Moses, as 
well as with the fundamental laws of morality ? 
We have Him in a dilemma. He is lost, which- 
ever way He gives His sentence !^ Poor Phari- 
sees ! they knew not what was in store for them ; 
that one word from Him was to put them to 
flight, utterly to confound them, and thus to stop 
the mouth of all ungodliness ! 

Marvellous is the treatment which these keen 
and angry partizans receive from Him Whom they 
thought to ensnare. As with fierce and eager 
gestures, as with eyes full of wickedness, they 
dwell upon the vile details of crime which they 
a£fect to reprehend, as they challenge Him to 
adhere to the stern sentence of the old law which 
assigned the awful death by stoning, as the meed 
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of such a transgression ; He, calm and still, 
'^stooping down, wrote with His Finger on the 
ground as though He heard them not." What 
writes He there ? Is it the text abont the mote 
and the beam, as S. Ambrose thinks ; or is it the 
catalogue of the crimes of those who stood around 
Him, as another Father of the Church surmises? — 
it matters not. Too soon will they know what is 
passing through His Divine Mind. Infatuate, 
they still press Him to speak. Emboldened by 
His silence and anticipating a complete triumph, 
they still '^ continue asking Him,'^ and at last the 
cloud opens, and the lightning bursts forth, and 
silence succeeds the thunderbolt. '^He that is 
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone 
at her. And again He stooped down and wrote 
upon the ground/^ 

It is according to one of the most universal 
laws of our fallen nature that the crime for which 
the Pharisees were so eager to hear a condemna- 
tion, was the very crime of which they themselves 
were most guilty. The sense of sin and conscious- 
ness of iniquity implanted in man to cure his 
own faults, are when deadened, often perverted 
to judge a similar fault in others. The criti- 
cal faculty remains, but the object of its judg- 
ment is changed. You will generally find that 
men are loudest in condemnation of the sins to 
which they themselves are inclined, and so uui- 
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tersally is this the case, that the masters of the 
spiritual life prescribe as a good rule for finding 
out our own besetting sin, — to discover that fault 
which we are most apt to seek out and detect in 
others* The proud man is he who is most sensi- 
tive to the detection of pride in others ; the easy 
man can discover and deplore the want of strict 
principle in his friend ; and he who is ever rail- 
ing at the wickedness and dishonesty of those 
about him, excites our suspicion that he is judg- 
ing of others by himself. 

But beyond this, in the present instance, we 
cannot fail to observe that there was the crime of 
conscious hypocrisy, on the part of our Lord's 
questioners. This appears from many other in- 
stances in the Holy Gospels. Hypocrisy is the 
cardinal sin of a religious establishment when the 
salt has lost its savour. Decency usually survives 
holiness in every system, appearances must be 
kept up at any rate, and the people, imperfect 
themselves, have still so much sense of religion 
left tp them, that they demand the semblance of 
it on the part of their teachers. Such was the 
condition of the Jewish nation when the Son of 
God. was manifested among them in human Form. 
The higher classes were corrupt to the heart's 
core, but there still remained so much piety among 
the lower orders (from which class, be it remem- 
bered, that the ranks of the new religion were 
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recruited) as to force the scribes and doctors of 
the law to assume the appearance of a virtue which 
they had not. He then ^* Who sets our misdeeds 
before Him, and our secret sins in the light of 
His Countenance/' by His word defeated His 
malignant foes. Conscience-stricken and abashed^ 
they slunk away from before that bended Form 
Which continued to write as though He would 
not witness their confusion. The sense of sin 
which had slept within them was so far aroused as 
to "convicf them, and "they went out one by 
one, beginning at the eldest even unto the last.'' 

And now comes one of the most touching and 
blessed scenes that ever have in the history of 
God's infinite compassion been revealed for the 
comfort of poor sinners. '^ Jesus is left alon^ 
and the woman standing in the midst." Again, 
what a contrast ! On the one side, a shrinking 
trembling form, stunned with the elamour and 
the exposure and the shame, scarce recovered 
from the hurried violence wherewith she has been 
dragged from the scene of her abomination to the 
sacred precincts of the temple, with glance half 
bold and half bashful, afraid of the disgrace, but 
not penitent for the crime, crushed in spirit, but 
hardened in heart, the miserable spectacle of re^ 
buked and detected, but unwept and unrepented 
guilt. On the other hand, . the August and 
Serene Form of the Son of Man, pure as becomes 
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the Virgin^Bom, hating Bin as none else ever 
bated it| calm, judicial^ severe, with sternness on 
His Lips, but with love and sorrow in His Eye, 
and with boundless compassion in His sacred and 
immaculate Heart ; there they stand face to face ! 
Humanity, purer than that in which Adam was 
formed, and humanity, degraded to the level of the 
beasts that perish, — the dignity of perfect Virtue, 
and the abasement and corruption of crime,^the 
Pitiful and the pitiable, — great mercy and great 
misery. 

And first He contrasts His own treatment of 
her with that of the Pharisees, ^' He said unto 
her. Woman, where are those thine accusers? 
hath no man condemned thee? She said. No 
man, hoRD," Hast thou escaped the death which 
thou deservest by reason of thy crime, in corise^ 
quence of the guilty consciences of those thine 
accusers ? Is their evasion a sad proof that thou 
hast sinned in consort with many others and hast 
been hurried along in . the torrent of national 
transgressions and of human custom? Is the 
guilt of thy countrymen such that no man has 
dared to cast a stone at thee ? Has none been 
found whose antecedent life has been so good as 
to entitle him to take upon himself the vindication 
of the injured honour of God ? *' She said. No 
man. Lord. And Jesus said. Neither do I con* 
demn thee; go and sin no more/^ 
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Let us dwell upon these blessed words of our 
dear Redeemer^ and may He lighten our under- 
standings that we may think arightly concerning 
them,. 

For a difficulty presents itself at onee» It has 
been asked^ (and the question pressed so strongly 
on the mind of the early Church as to lead to the 
suppression of this history in many versions of the 
New Testament) how the Divine Savioub could 
absolve so great a sinner without some confession 
or satisfaction upon her part. Is not^ people have 
asked, the conduct of our Lord in this instance a 
premium upon laxity, and does it not lead to a 
}ow view of the intrinsic sinfulness of sin ? 

Now to meet the objection, one must say in the 
first place, it was the act of the Saviour of the 
world, and as such is beyond the criticism of man. 
That He so acted ought surely to be enough for 
us who are His dutiful children. 

But besides this, is there not in the whole 
character of the action a harmony with the rest 
of His acts and doctrines, which at once convinces 
us of the authenticity of the passage on the 
strongest internal evidence ? 

Bead the passage in connection with the para- 
bles of the Lost Sheep and the Prodigal Son, or 
compare it with His many declarations that He 
had come to seek and to save that which was 
lost; that He was come to the lost sheep of 4;he 
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House of Israel ; that they that are whole need 
not a phyaidan^ but they that are sick. Or note the 
class of society from whence He drew His disciples 
and companions^ the very outcasts of the Jewish 
people. Or again, study those sacramental miracles 
of the healing of pal$y and leprosy which signified 
the cleansing of sin, in which no previous merit 
on the sufferer's part entitled him to the blessed 
words, ^' Thy sins are forgiven thee, go and sin 
no more/' and you will admit that they all form 
one harmonious whole, a method of dealing with 
the erring, so tender and so loving as could be 
found in no one save in Him, Who, in spite of 
His knowledge of the weakness and vileness of 
the human race, so loved it, that He condescended 
to die for it. 

And then, we are not to suppose for one mo* 
ment, that that woman left the Presence of her 
Maker and Judge, hardened in sin. There is 
nothing but humility in those words, '' No man, 
LoBD.^' It was but a short moment before, that she 
was in all the confusion of detected guilt, now she 
is heart-broken and submissive. There are criti- 
cal moments in men's lives which do the work of 
years. Events occur in a few seconds which af« 
feet, for weal or for woe, the currents of the eternal 
destinies of individuals. Some act, or word, or 
thought, strikes down into the very centre of the 
ioul and leaves its brand there for ever. And 
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was not this sueh a crisis in the life of that sinner 7 
Did she not stand before her God ? was she not 
in the Presence of Him, before Whose Face the 
cherubim and seraphim veil their &ces, and the 
heavens and the earth flee away f were there not 
fixed on her the Eyes of the JjQBJ>j which are 
brighter than the sun, and unto which all things 
are naked and open ? Did no virtue of contriticm 
go forth from Him, Whose very garments could 
convey a bodily cure ? Was there no effluence of 
grace from Him, Who by one look could call 
back the erring Peter to duty and to sorrow? 
Doubtless it was so. For that kind yet grave 
look, those short yet gentle words, were His, 
Who had fashioned her and made her, and Who 
would have come to redeem her and to die for her, 
had there been no other individual in the world 
save herself. 

: What lesson then are we to gather from this 
action of our LoBD, assuming that He Who granted 
the pardon, granted also the condition which drew 
it forth. 

1st. That in the redemption and final glorifi- 
cation of every human soul, the first motion comes 
from God Himself. We cannot merit the first 
eall to God. It is of His free grace alone. Once 
called, we may and we must draw down further 
grace by the good use of that which we have 
iilready. received, but no man can save himself, nor 
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cuk he do aay good thing as of himself. It is the 
free grace of God which brings men in the first 
instance to feiith and to baptism ; and it is the 
free grace of God, when the baptismal vow has 
been broken and sin has been committed^ which 
first touches the soul, and either by 3ome exposi- 
tion of the beauty or severity of God, or by some 
l^velation of the glory of virtue or of the defor- 
mity of sin, or by some signal benediction, or 
some signal chastisement, effectually moves it to 
43onsideration and to the other steps necessary to 
a true repentance. We shall build upon a sandy 
foundation, if we lay that foundation in our own 
efforts, or rest in ourselves and not in God. He 
is emphatically our Rest. " Other foundation can 
no man lay, than that is laid, which is Ghrist.^^ 
He is not only the source and meritorious cause 
of grace, but Grace itself, for *' the Grace of God 
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,^^^ 
and ^^ the kindness and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared, not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which 
He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour; that being justified by His grace, 
we should be made heirs, according to the hope 
of eternal life.^'^ 

» Titau ii. 11. « Titus iii. 4—7. 
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II. And next^ in this event we see the exceed^ 
ing williDgness with which our Holy Lord is ever 
ready to pardon our sins. Many are held back 
from a holy repentance by a sort of grudgii^ 
doubt of the readiness of our dear Redeemer to 
receive them. They measure Him by themselves, 
and because they could not bring themselves 
freely to forgive and to honour an enemy, neither^ 
think they, would He. Their feehng of shame, 
while it convinces them of sin, also keeps them 
from the only place where they can find real rest, 
at His sacred Feet. Their love for Him is so im^^ 
perfect that it neither casteth out fear, nor can 
enter into the abyss of tenderness and compassion 
which is cleft in the centre of His Soul. They 
occupy themselves rsrther in measuring the insuf- 
ficiency of their own sorrow, than in trying to 
attain unto the thought of His boundless mercies ; 
and thus guilt weighs down their spiritual natures 
and clogs them with spiritual sloth, and superin- 
duces a contented acquiescence in a graceless life* 
Who has not felt, after the commission of a sin, 
that he has not dared to say his prayers, while all 
the time, his best course would have been to have 
done violence to this feeling — natural indeed, but 
natural to an erring creature — and at once cast him-* 
self in confession at the feet of the Giver of pardon ? 
If our God be ever more ready to hear than we to 
pray ; if His mercy is over all His. works, can we 
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doabt bat that however great oar sins may have 
been^ He will undoubtedly receive us. Is He not 
Himself the perpetual Sacrifice for sin f Is He 
not the Propitiation for our sins ? Is not His 
present function at the Father's Right Hand that 
of Mediator ; and if He be the Sacrifice, what sin 
will imply a debt too costly for it to expiate ? If 
He be the Propitiation, what aager can outlive so 
effective a Peace«offering ? If He be Mediator^ 
who can arrest a perfect reconciliation ? . 

But this blessed and easy reception of the sin« 
ner by our Sayioub is not to give a law of licence 
to the habitual and relapsing sinner. The internal 
evidence of the sacred narrative makes it certain 
that this was the first time the woman was brought 
into contact with her Saviour. However bad 
her life may have been before, this was the first 
time she was brought face to face with the Grace 
and Mercy of God. The licentious backslider 
who has again and again fallen, and purposed 
amendment, and fallen again, must take care not 
to pervert this Holy Gospel to bis destruction* 
Not only is his case different in kind from her's^ 
in view of the many visitations of grace which he 
has slighted, but the words of our Saviour, de* 
siring the woman to '^ go and sin no more,^^ at 
once attach the remission of sin to its complete 
renunciation. 
. ^^ Go and sin no more.^^ How those words 
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mast have rung in her ears^ as they proceeded 
out of the Mouth of God most High, destroying 
as they did, by their very utterance, all that had 
before offended Him, and giving as they did, all 
necessary grace to the fulfilment of His great be- 
hest I How they must have accompanied her to 
her home, whither she at once proceeded to make 
condign reparatiw for all her past unfaithful 
Jsehaviour by the most scrupulous correctness for 
the future ! How, in the hour of temptation 
when the Evil One whispered in her ear to return 
io the evil ways she had abandoned once and for 
ever, must the remembrance of those Divine ac- 
cents have acted as a safeguard and protection I 
How, as year by year she wore the sackcloth of a 
life-long penitence, must those gracious words 
have cheered her on to persevere unto the end 1 
And how, when the hour of her departure drew 
nigh, and her trial was accomplished, and she was 
preparing to enter into the joy of her Lord, must 
those well-remembered tones of mercy have 
comforted her in the terrible hour of darkness, and 
filled her heart with light, and joy, and antici- 
pation I 

*' Go and sin no more/' The same words of 
the Redeemer of the world are wafted across the 
stream of time, and fall upon our ears, when- 
soever by lowly confession, or by a deep and in* 
ward sorrow of the heart, or by the absolution of 
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holy Church, or by the devout reception of the 
Holy Communion^ we are restored to the most 
High 6oD. They speak to us, first of all, of the 
travail of the Soul of Jesus for our salvation, of 
the fire which He came on earth to kindle, of the 
end for which He entered into the world — even our 
redemption from sin and from its consequences. 
They speak to us of the joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth — of the earnest love of our 
LoBD for each of us, whom He would gather under 
His wings, that under His protection we may be 
safe from the Evil One — of the boundless mercy 
which transcends our power of sinning against it ; 
but they also speak to us of the terrible danger of 
a relapse into the sins we have repented of — of 
the increased inclination and tendency there is to 
repeat the enormities of which we have once been 
guilty — of the diminishing chance of a true con- 
trition by every fresh act of backsliding; and 
lastly, they speak to us of the terrible doom in 
store for those who '* were once enlightened, and 
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted 
the good word of God and the powers of the 
world to come, if they shall fall away, seeing 
they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh 
and put Him to an open shame,^^ which God 
of His mercy in our case forbid through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SEKMON X. 



THE LAW OF THE UNSEEN WORLD. 

Psalm ci. 1. 
** My bono shall be of Mercy and Juoombnt.'' 

The popular language of the world indicates on 
all sides a very great practical disbelief in the 
continued assaults of the evil spirits^ who^ origi- 
nally cast down from (tod^s high heaven for re- 
fusing to adore the Incarnate Son, have ever 
since waged a relentless war against His members 
militant on earth. The age is very jealous of the 
old accredited supernatural agency ; and while 
modem science has its own superstitions, more 
exquisitely ridiculous than anything which dis* 
graced the darkest ages of the human intellect, 
it has, by habituating the mind to seek some 
material cause for every phenomenon, introduced 
a spirit pf doubt with regard to the unseen world. 
And yet if Science be correct on these points, the 
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Bible is not true^ and either ascribes to super- 
human agencies that which is better explained 
by natural causes^ or else has admitted into its 
pages^ as actual verities^ those flights of the imagi- 
nation which are to be found in the early litera- 
ture of every nation. A monstrous and most 
irreligious alternative 1 Without concealing for 
a moment, that there are many difficulties with 
regard to the degree and manner of the divine 
Inspiration, without affecting to deny that in the 
case of some of the documents, doubts have ex- 
isted as to their canonicity, who will dare to say 
that the Bible is other than the word of God ? 
and if that be admitted, how can we associate the 
idea of anything that is false, or mistaken, or im*- 
perfect, with such a fact ? Imperfection is a con- 
dition incompatible with inspiration. The only 
imperfection will be in the minds of those to 
whom the revelation is made, or of those through 
whom it is communicated. There must needs be a 
condescendence on the part of an Infinite Mind in 
impressing its suggestions on and through a finite 
one ; but to suppose that any revelation from the 
Eternal Truth can be otherwise than absolutely 
true, is to reverse our very first notions of the 
goodness and providence of God, and to intro-i 
duce an element of doubt into our clearest intui- 
tive perceptions of right and wrong. 
.It is true that we must not demand of the 
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Bible that which it was never intended to give as*. 
Revelation was not bestowed upon us to teach 
geology and astronomy, and to supply a theory of 
creation to the human intellect. It was given to 
reveal 6od and His ways to mortal man, and 
thus to become the rule and guide of his moral 
life. Accordingly we shall find in the letter of 
Scripture many difficulties which are left there as 
trials of our faith and love, and, as the thoughtful 
Origen suggests, to make us by increased study and 
consideration extract additional refection from the 
perusal of it. But, with such limitation as this, 
we must rest as we are ; and we must accept as in« 
fallibly true, every word that proceedeth out of the 
Mouth of God, whether spoken in proverb, or re- 
corded in history, or chanted in the sweet Psalms, 
or enunciated in the trumpet-voice of Prophecy. 
If Science and the Bible apparently contradict 
each other — they cannot in reality do so, as com- 
ing from the same Source of truth — I have no 
hesitation in saying that, as Christians, we must 
unreservedly succumb to the latter. 

When then we find, in that Sacred Volume, re- 
peated assertions of supernatural agency, both of 
a good and of a malign nature, being continually 
brought to bear upon human actions ; when we 
read of angels' visits and the commission of the 
Seraphim, and the Voice of God speaking in 
dreams of the night-watches; when we are as- 
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sured that there is a sure word of prophecy^ that 
the gift of knowing the future^ is^ for good or for 
evil, often permitted by God ; when we are told 
that intercessory prayer has some definite in- 
fluence upon perfectly free human actions^ that 
the universe is filled with myriads upon myriads 
of bright creatures constantly occupied in obey- 
ing the laws of God, and apparently carrying 
into execution what we call the laws of nature; 
when we find evil, in its various shapes, referred 
to certain diabolic agencies, and these agencies 
not only such, but beings also, originally made 
good, but by deliberate evil will perverted from 
their first intention ; I say — when we find distinct 
accounts of these things in the Holy Scripture, 
we must, all explanations of human science 
notwithstanding, implicitly accept and believe 
them all. 

And not only must we admit their existence, 
but we must search into their power and its limits. 
If they exist at all and afiect us, it is clear that 
it is no ordinary interest of ours that their mani- 
festations should be traced by us. It is important 
to know that God protects us by His good angels, 
and under certain blessed restrictions, permits the 
hosts of the Evil One to do their worst against 
each of us. Now, the infiuence of the latter 
seems mainly to affect the thoughts. There is 
an affinity between the spiritual nature whether 
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in man or in the fiend ; and though the records of 
our Lord's miraculous cures forbid us to confine 
this influence to an assault upon the soul^ seeing 
that the bodies of the possessed exhibited evident 
symptoms of the effects of the powers of the Evil 
One^ yet it is chiefly through the spirit and soul 
of man that evil angels affect him ; though fallen, 
still retaining much of their original gifts, they 
now pervert those gifts to the ruin of man re- 
deemed; and the faculties of knowledge which 
once inspired their adoration round the throne, 
are now devoted to the cunning wile, and the 
bold assault, and the acute suggestion, and the 
ingenious lie whereby they seek to delude and 
ensnare those who lay themselves open to their 
attacks. And one of the forms of modem in- 
fidelity in ignoring all supernatural influences, 
is to attribute evil to natural causes; whereas 
there are expressions in Scripture which seem to 
refer them to a more awful origin. Besides such 
an expression as "that spirit of Antichrist,"^ 
we have the spirit of Error,^ the "spirit of 
Jealousy,''^ t^g spirit of Slumber,* the perverse 
spirit,^ the spirit of whoredoms,^ a " lying spirit,'* 
— all of which seem to connect the peculiar sin 
with some special instigation of the Evil One and 
his angels. 

1 I S. John iv. 3. MS. John iv. 6. • Numb. v. 14. 
< Rom. ii. 8. ^ Isa. ziz. 14. ^ Hos. iv, 12 ; y. 4. 

L 
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Of all the intellectual snares whereby these evil 
spirits seek to overcome us^ none are so efficacious 
as the contrariant ones of presumption and despair. 

According to the natural temperament^ san- 
guine or otherwise^ the Evil Spirit suits his temp- 
tation to the particular nature with which he 
has to deal. To bold and joyous natures, full 
of high health and good spirits, he suggests a 
theory of salvation on the very lowest terms ; viz., 
the modification of the strict law of God's com- 
mandments, and the contemplation of Ood's mercy 
to the exclusion of His justice, (as though they 
could be separated.) To the tender and scrupu- 
lous^ to the timid conscience and irresolute will, 
or again to the melancholy and morbid, he dwells 
on the severity of the justice of the Supreme, 
on the superhuman exertions necessary to work 
out man's salvation, on the arduousness of God's 
holy hill — he suggests that faith may be ill- 
founded, that repentance may be insincere — that 
the hopes of the Gospel are not for such as he 
is; and thus, without alarming the conscience, 
he can destroy the whole energy of the soul, 
and make it actually displeasing to God. 

Moreover the outward manifestations of this 
double assault of the Evil One, will manifest them- 
selves in two very diflFerent forms. We shall find 
that in the world the forms of evil most constantly 
encroaching on us, will proceed from — 
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1. Inadequate views of the sinfulness of sin ; 
and^ 

2. Inadequate views of the tenderness and 
love of God. 

It is to the consideration of these two heads 
that I would wish to address myself now. 

I. To understand the intense malignity of sin 
generally is a high grace from 6od. Therefore^ 
to measure the gravity of an offence by its mere 
consequence is not sufficient. If the essence of 
sin be a turning away from the Immutable (rood^ 
and a distinct deliberate act of rebellion against 
Him^ then any measure but His measure must 
be an insufficient one. It is true that the mise- 
rable effects of it in general^ the ruin and havoc 
it has worked on earth, the confusion it has in* 
troduced into the whole creation, the crippling 
effect it has had on the once noble nature of man, 
the infirmity which it has introduced into his tem- 
per, the passion into his affections, the ignorance 
into his reason, and the malice into his will, might 
suggest to us somewhat of that detestation where- 
with it is regarded by 6od, which actually forms 
the key to His punishment of it; but, after all, 
we can only adore in submission that Reve- 
lation, which, in manifesting to us what has 
been done by way of destroying sin and its ef- 
fects in the Person of the 6oD-Man, has shown 
forth to us in accents far more suasive than the 
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stroDgest words^ what a grievous and terrible 
thing sin is. 

Consequently^ the more we realise the fact 
of Ood's labour in saving the world from sin, 
the more we shall come to estimate the dread- 
ful nature of that whereof the essence lies in a 
deliberate choice of our own will rather than 
GoD^s Will, and which therefore to be appreciable, 
needeth not some great thing, in the way of 
visible consequence, or tangible evil result, but is 
tested by the measure of that Holiness which it 
would profane, that Power which it would sub- 
vert, that Wisdom which it would make foolish- 
ness, that Odd Whose Reign it woald overthrow, 
that Saviour Whose Merit it would evacuate. 

Yet how judges the world ? It is very hard 
on those sins which disturb its quiescence. All 
offences against outward decency are strictly dis- 
countenanced ; but little regard is paid to those 
which, being not of a visible nature, are removed 
to the secret tribunal of God. For instance, 
spiritual sins in God's Eyes are more heinous 
than carnal ones, and yet even the best of us 
allow pride and self-will to go on unchecked, if 
so be that we are cautious with regard to the 
outward proprieties. Moreover, does not the 
fact, that the conscience very often does not ring 
true with regard to such offences, show us how 
we insensibly adopt the world's standard instead 
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of God's standard ; whereas^ if our inward souls 
were in a healthy state^ they would be more sensi- 
tive with regard to these than to any other back- 
sliding? Or, again, see how we estimate the 
prevalent sins of the times. The very fact of 
their frequency, instead of bringing us again and 
again to our knees on account of the national 
backsliding, makes us almost cease to regard 
them as sins at all. Who thinks a person does 
wrong if he smiles at seeing a drunkard misbe- 
having in the street 7 and yet he who so smiles, 
smiles at one who for the time is under the wrath 
of God. Who thinks that any evil will come 
from the detraction and abuse of our neighbours, 
our uncharitable discussion of their acts and mo- 
tives, our imputations of hard judgment, our 
propagation of calumnies, because we only do what 
every body else does around us ? Who, in dealing 
with the religious dissensions of the present day, 
recollects that there is such % peremptory duty as 
Christian unity, and that the sin of schism is 
infinitely hateful to God, not only as marring the 
pious co-operation of man, but as* rending the 
seamless Vesture of Christ 7 

What then is the result of such a condition of 
things as this 7 Is it not to substitute decency 
for holiness — to supply the lack of real true heart- 
love to God, by an outward rigid system, which 
'' tithes mint, anise and cummin,'^ but neglects the 
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weightier matters of the law f How common now 
is it to proscribe certain forms of worldly amuse- 
ment^ and yet to take no care to subdue a worldly 
spirit ! What is more frequent than to hear strong 
condemnation of other people's conduct with re- 
gard to the degree aud measure of their indulgence 
in certain tolerated amusements^ and all the while 
the condemning party forgets that there is less 
danger in the practice than in its uncharitable 
condemnation ? Can it be denied^ that just as in 
despotic countries the crushing coercion of the 
police has taken the place of the free submission 
and peaceful co-operation of all the citizens ; so 
in religion^ a rigorism has substituted itself for the 
corporate conscience of the Body of Christ, and 
public opinion has erected itself in the world as a 
sort of Antichrist, doing Christ's work in the 
world, but not in Christ's way, exercising a 
vigilant guard over the morals of the world, civi- 
lizing and improving everything it touches, but in 
the way that the unjust conqueror beautifies the 
capital he has subdued, or as the intruder decks 
the bower and adorns the home, whence she has 
driven the lawful occupant. 

It is something, you will say, to attain the end, 
to produce such a state of morals, that the weak 
wills be not terrified into sin, and that the sup- 
port of the public countenance be given to any 
scheme of good. I do not undervalue the external 
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good, but all I say is, it is not holiness. Just 
as those bazaars, now-a-days, so frequently em- 
ployed to raise money for benevolent purposes, 
are advantageous means of carrying out a certain 
purpose, yet cannot be called charity in its true 
sense, — such charity as will share in the reward 
of the cup of cold water promised by our Lord ; 
so I say, that with all its external advantage, this 
condition of the world cannot be called holiness. 
It is good so far as this world goes, and, like all 
else that is good beyond its degree, reaps its har- 
vest ; but it is not the life of God within the soul, 
it is not the fruit of the indwelling Spirit : it is 
not the work of Christ within us : His actions 
wrought in us, it is not the wedding garment : 
it is not the oil of the wise virgins : it is not the 
pearl of great price or the better part or the one 
thing needful. 

One immediate result of this state of things is a 
general lowering of Christian practice. With a 
better average than at other times, there will be less 
of the higher ventures of faith. Why is it that in 
the dark ages when barbarism and wickedness over- 
ran the earth, we find such examples of eminent 
sanctity, but that they were good in spite of the 
public opinion of the times ? and why is it that 
now, when the external helps to man are so multi- 
plied, we find so little to edify us in the lives of 
Christians ? When do we now hear of men strip- 
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ping themselves of all their worldly possessions 
to feed the poor^ or divesting themselves of the 
greatest honours their sovereign could bestow 
upon them^ to go and preach the Gospel to the 
heathen ? Is it not that men do not really esti- 
mate sin as it is in the Eyes of 6od 7 

Or again ; can we deny that the very different 
nature of the repentances of the present day in 
comparison with those of the Early Church can 
only be traced to the same cause ? How strange 
should we think it^ if the Church were now to 
insist upon that strict penitential discipline to 
which her Canons bear witness. What shall we 
say to that painful course whereby the saints in 
olden time^ when they had lapsed into fearful sin, 
sought to apply to their souls that Precious Blood 
which alone can wash off the guilt of the past. 
Is it not now all made easy ? Grant but a change 
of life — reform the ways — cleanse the outside of 
the platter, and you may dispense with the self- 
abhorrent thrill, with the groan of a lost innocence, 
with the self-abasing indignation, the zeal and 
revenge of the early offender at Corinth ! Nay, do 
not even very tolerable Christians look back upon 
their past sins with a sort of kindly feeling, as if 
they had committed them and had the pleasure of 
them, and were no worse in consequence ? They 
do not estimate that innocence is a precious gift 
which cannot be restored, and that even if full 
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remission be at last accorded to the sincere peni- 
tent, there still remains a something which words 
cannot describe — an abiding sense that it is 
impossible to have partaken in| nay, even to 
have known of sin, without pollution, and that 
the scars of old transgression will still seam the 
sinner^s face, even when the guilt has been re- 
mitted, and the penalty paid, and the favour of 
an offended God restored. 

Moreover, this inadequate view of the sinful- 
ness of sin will tend to a shallowness in the whole 
character. There will be neither struggle nor 
effort in subduing an evil nature, if the conse- 
quences of indulging that evil nature be not 
realized. Why should one trouble oneself with 
the arduous duty of self-conquest if there is little 
to be gained by it ? Still more, why should one 
lay oneself out to do all the good one can to one's 
fellow creatures, if to rescue them from their 
present course of carelessness and forgetfulness be 
not so urgent ? Why attend to our own sanctifi- 
cation in view of the effect we wish to have upon 
others, if sin is not so heinous, if the world is as 
good a censor of morals as our Lobd, if there be 
no strait gate and narrow way that leadeth unto 
life? 

1 now turn to the second evil habit which 
manifests the suggestion of the evil one. We have 
seen some phases of his temptation to presump- 
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tion ; let us now trace out some of the effects of 
his inducements to despair. Both are fruitful 
sources of the loss of souls ; it is hard to say by 
which the greater number come to desolation. 

II. Now in the very first turning of the sinner to 
GoD^ as a preparation for justification, there must 
arise in his soul a sense of the pardon of Jesus. 
Terrified by the law, and conscience-stricken at 
the recollection of his past sins, he turns his eyes 
to the Cross of Calvary, and there conceives a 
hope that his sins will be pardoned. This com- 
mingled feeling of fear and hope so operates upon 
his soul, that he finishes the good work which the 
preventing and co-operating grace of God has 
wrought in him ; he repents, he believes, he comes 
to Baptism and is justified. 

Such is what I may term the physiology of a 
first conversion to God : you see how the over- 
ruling principle of the whole is the power of our 
Saviour's holy Passion. It is that which infuses 
the element of hope and love into the returning 
sinner's soul, and transforms the natural remorse 
and the Esau-like sorrow for the past into living 
repentance and faith. 

And it is the same with every increase of grace, 
and every recovery from sin in the justified per- 
son, for not every sin after baptism destroys the 
justified state, as our Articles bear witness. It is 
the abiding sense that there is a Savioub present 
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to aid us^ which animates every effort towards in- 
creased holiness and perfection. It is the abiding 
sense of a Saviouk present to save, which raises 
ns to renewed repentance and confession when we 
have fallen from the state of grace. Now to de- 
stroy this, is the great work of the evil one. If 
he can inject into our thoughts the idea that our 
efforts after self-conquest are uncared for, that our 
endeavours after restoration are not seconded or 
fully corresponded with by God, his work is done. 
The first tendency to spiritual discouragement is 
engendered — a tendency which, when developed to 
its full extent^ results in the unpardonable sin of 
despair. 

A deep feeling of the tenderness with which 
our Lord receives returning sinners is a charac- 
teristic of a truly catholic mind. The pious me- 
ditation of the Church has been deeply exercised 
in those blessed manifestations of His divine 
Heart which our Lobd has given us in the Pa- 
rables of the Lost Sheep and the Prodigal Son, 
and in His treatment of S. Peter, the Magdalene, 
and the woman taken in adultery. The very 
sacred Name which He bears, and which was 
announced from heaven by the angel at the mo- 
ment of His conception, at once reminds us that 
mercy and salvation and forgiveness are associa- 
tions inseparable from His mention. His very 
Natures of God and Man, united in one Divine 
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Person, are guarantees of His eternal compassion^ 
since it is in those combined Natures that He 
endured the Cross, despising the shame, and in 
the Same now ever liveth to make intercession for 
us, and to be the Propitiation for our sins. 

Then as we realise these blessed truths, what 
floods of consolation will pour into our weary 
souls ! To know and feel that we cannot sin 
as much as He can forgive, — to be sure that He 
is more ready to hear than we to pray, — ^to 
be convinced that His compassions are endlesS] 
and His mercies past numbering, — can surely not 
be without its effect on the most hardened. And 
as our souls by degrees come to realise these 
truths in their actuality, what a change will be 
wrought in them ! Where, under such a thought 
as this, is there room for connivance at evil, (» 
half-hearted worldliness, or a double mind, or a 
faint service, or depression, or spiritual darkness, 
or doubt or distrust ? On the contrary, is it not 
the guarantee for zealous service, and cheerful 
submission, and patient bearing of the cross, and 
resignation, for the time is short, — and hope, fd 
the journey will soon be accomplished, — and joy, 
for after toil comes an everlasting rest ! 

So also when affliction, or pain, or disappoint- 
ments are sent to us, (as sent they will be in the 
order of God's holy Providence) shall we not 
find in the tenderness and love of our Jesus, 
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the chiefest and best of consolations ? It is His 
Hand that smites us, therefore we know that it is 
for our weal. It is His Hand, therefore we are 
sure that one pang is not inflicted beyond what 
we need — beyond what in fact, is unspeakable 
mercy towards us. 

It is the same with regard to our treatment of 
others. How can we regard our fellow sinners 
save in the light that they are the subjects of the 
compassion of our Lord ? It was this that our 
Lord indicated in His Parable of the servant who 
owed his master the mighty sum. We all owe, 
but to the most indulgent of creditors ; we all owe, 
therefore we should feel very tender and kind to 
those in the same condemnation with ourselves. 
What a reproof is this of censoriousness : and yet 
is not censoriousness one of our besetting sins ? 
and are we not specially hard upon the frail bro- 
ther or sister who has been found out ; whereas if 
we look into our own hearts, we may see the 
germs of many a similar crime, though external 
circumstances may not have nourished them into 
life ? I repeat it, that the love and compassion of 
our Lord in receiving sinners should make us 
very indulgent with regard to them. While we 
are very strict ourselves, and in our own cases ex- 
ercise a holy severity, we should be gentle, and 
should make allowances for all sinners. So shall 
we best gain them. So shall we have best hope of 



158 The Law of the Unseen World. 

leading them to condign repentance ; so best imi- 
tate that holy Lord^ Who has here a doable claim 
upon our sympathy, in that He came not only to 
be a Sacrifice for sin^ bat also to be an Ensample 
of godly life. 

Let us then^ for our own sakes, and for the 
sake of all with whom we have to do^ seek earnestly 
to obtain a strong and abiding sense of the love and 
tenderness of our Lord in receiving sinners^ and 
while we take comfort from the same, let it animate 
us to resist all suggestions of doubt and despair, 
et it nerve our souls to earnest and prompt ex- 
ertion in this glorious service, making obedience 
to Him the one thing needful, and counting all 
things as loss, if so be that we may in the end be 
found in Him. 



SEKMON XL 



UNION WITH CHRIST, THE LAW OP AMENDMENT. 
£ot,^t %tMon of Utobtnt. 

Isaiah xii. 5, 6. 
*' Sin o VNTO thb Lord $ for He hath done excellent 

THINOS : THIS IS KNOWN IN ALL THE EARTH. CrT OUT 
AND SHOUT, THOU INHABITANT OF SlON, FOR OREAT 18 

THE Holt One of Israel in the midst of thee.'' 

The Church of God, true to her inspirations from 
on high, at this time directs the thoughts of her 
members to the devout contemplation of the 
Eternal Word and Wisdom of the Father, as He 
has been manifested to us in the Person of Jesus 
Christ. She places before us that act of the 
Adorable and Incomprehensible Goo, wherein, 
most of all. He has manifested His love for us 
sinners — even the Incarnation of His Own Son, 
not only in His first Coming amid pain and suf* 
faring and sorrow, but also in His second bright 
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and glorious Advent^ when He shall come to crown 
His chosen ones. 

In this aspect all Advent speaks of love un- 
utterable. Even the lessons of the Judgment, 
fearful and tremendous as they are^ have their 
aspect of mercy and loving-kindness, for the 
justice and mercy of God go hand in hand ; and 
the Psalmist says, that He is merciful because He 
rendereth to every one according to his works. 
So frail and miserable are we, so conscious of 
real and actual sin, so benumbed is our spiritual 
vision, that we cannot fix our thoughts upon this 
loving aspect of the Judgment of God. Know- 
ing that ^^ if the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the sinner and the ungodly appear,'' we 
can hardly abstract the thought of the Judgment 
from the dreadful account which we ourselves 
must render, of thoughts and words and deeds of 
sin, of graces neglected, of lights quenched, of 
inspirations scouted, of warnings unheeded, of 
tempers unchastened, of evil courses persisted 
in, of deliberate choices in the wrong direction, 
of voluntary turnings away from duty and from 
God, of distinct yieldings to the bribery of plea- 
sant temptations, of wilful neglects of known 
truth, of feeblenesses of will, brought on by re- 
peated acts of sin, of corrupted hearts which 
love their own corruption, of low aims and mo- 
tives, of fatal connivance with the opinion of the 
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wicked world, of cherished lusts and pleasures 
hankered after, of dulness of spirit not struggled 
against, of unsanctified bodies and unchastened 
souls — I say we can hardly abstract the idea of 
the Judgment, as it must meet ourselves, from 
the other idea, as true, as real, that the Judg- 
ment of God is the end of the work of mercy 
in the Incarnation of the Word, and that in it 
the Perfect Work of Christ finds its crown 
and eternal complement. For if it be the work 
of Christ that redemption has been stretched 
out to a guilty world, in that Day shall He be 
the joy of the redeemed ones. If Christ has 
been at once the Sower and the Seed, in that Bay 
shall the harvest be gathered into the eternal 
storehouse. If His has been the enabling grace, 
whereby the lowly Christian hath fought the good 
fight of faith, and striven lawfully, not as one that 
beateth the air, in that Day shall the crown of 
victory be allotted to him, and he shall enter into 
the joy of his Lord. 

I would then ask you for a moment to abstract 
your minds from all thoughts, but those of the 
lovingkindness aqd mercy of God manifested to 
us in Jesus Christ. For while we appreciate 
the terrors of the Lord wherebv He would 
warn us against the commission of sin — ^while 
we thank Him that He hath revealed to us that 
Hell which shall be the portion of the negligent 

M 
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— while we bless Him for the plainness with 
which He has announced to us the reward of 
unrighteousness and sin — I do also feel in my 
inmost heart, that there is in the mercies and 
benefits of the Lord a suasive power, which even 
more than His judgment lures us from the dan- 
gerous ways of sin, and woos us to holiness, right* 
eousness, and Christian obedience. 

And first let us observe,in what condition we were 
when the Son of God became one of ourselves. It 
was when we were enemies. Not only did the 
world experience a craving want of some support 
from above, but there was actually in human na- 
ture a direct rebellion against God. The fall had 
disturbed the relations between the Creator and the 
created, and the ever swelling, ever increasing flood 
of human crime and human folly had gone on 
widening the distance between man and Him Who 
is his Bock and Defence. Whatever was the 
nature of sin, it had this effect at least, that in 
the highest degree it excited the anger of God. 
So malignant was it, that the ineffable peace in 
which the Supreme Being had dwelt from ever- 
lasting, was actually disturbed by its intrusion 
into His Sacred Presence; and feelings, which 
could only be described by that perturbation of 
spirit in man which we term wrath or indignation 
— ^that sentiment which seeks the injury or dis- 
truction of the object hated, were engendered 
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within the Heart of the God of peace and of all 
consolation. Most mysterious effect of a most 
mysterious cause I That aught should thus affect 
the Supreme, that aught could ruffle the ineffa- 
ble calm of the All- Serene, that He Who is all 
Love, should speak of the chalice of His fury and 
of the dregs of His indignation, — places before us 
the heiuousness and misery of sin, in a light 
in which nothing else can put it. Yet such is the 
revelation of God. 

^' For a fire is kindled in Mine anger. 
And shall bum unto the lowest hell. 
And shall consume the earth with her increase. 
And set on fire the foundations of the mountains. 
I will heap mischiefs upon them, 
I will spend Mine arrows upon them. 
They shalt be burnt with hunger, 
And devoured with burning heat. 
And with bitter destruction ; 
I will also send the teeth of beasts among them. 
With the poison of serpents of the desert/^^ 
When the relations between God and man were 
affected by sin, it was but natural that things 
could not continue as they had been. It was 
impossible but that some act of interference on 
the part of the Supreme must take place, either 
to remove the offence from before His Eyes by 
the extirpation of the guilty race, or by some 

^ Dent, xxzii. 22. 
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other means within the power of Omnipotence to 
abate the evil. Bat^ fertile as is the imagination 
of man, it never could conceive^ what the mercy 
and graciousness of God designed for the restora- 
tion of the human family. It could imagine 
eloquent prophets winning back the human race 
by the influence of persuasive rhetoric, — it could 
suppose a fuller and brighter manifestation of the 
law, making the consequences of virtue and vice 
more plain^ and thus alluring and deterring the 
sons of Adam; it might conceive fresher and 
fuller streams of grace, and illumination sent 
down to quicken the sluggish hearts of men^ — 
it might suppose sin working out its own cure by 
the exhibition of its hurtful and destructive nature, 
and establishing a religion of sated passions^ and 
of the conviction of the vanity of vanities^ — ^but it 
could never in its fondest and wildest dream have 
pictured to itself the blessed reality which the 
Supernatural Faith of Christ has revealed for 
man's acceptance. 

For what is it that we know to have been the 
remedy of a guilty world ? What is it that has 
reversed the condemnation of the fall^ and raised 
man to a higher and holier destiny than a con- 
tinuance of the joys of the earthly paradise? 
What is it that has become the reconciliation of 
the broken relations of God and His handiwork ? 
Nothing less important^ nothing less merciful, 
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nothing less gracious^ nothing less miraculous, 
than that the Son of God Himself should become 
the Son of Man^ and should, through the channel 
of the lowliest yet most blessed of the daughters 
of Judah, become one of ourselves^ — that as Man, 
He might suffer the penalty, and the malediction, 
and the shame of the accumulated guilt of the 
whole worlds — ^that He might, by unity of nature 
and by incorporation into the generic race ot 
mankind, take upon Him the heavy burden of a 
diseased and suffering humanity, and by the as- 
sumption of the creature into His divine Essence, 
might thus raise the creature to the very throne 
of Almighty God. 

The human mind cannot grasp the extent of 
this condescension. We may say to ourselves 
again and again, ''The Word is made Flesh,'' 
and yet the blessedness of it can never be fa- 
thomed by us. Still the Word of God is also the 
enlightener of man, for that was " the true Light,'' 
and if we pray earnestly for the illumination 
of His Blessed Spirit, we shall come, in our 
feeble way, to feel after the mystery and the gra- 
ciousness manifested to us in Jesus Christ. We 
must approach this truth as sinners, desirous of 
casting off the burden of our sins, and of finding 
rest for our souls. We must recollect that we are 
part of that humanity that has been cured, and 
therefore that all the mighty engine of loving- 
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kindness has been put in motion for each of us 
individually. 

And first it was needs that God should become 
Man in order that He might become the perpetual 
Sacrifice for sin. So long as sin was committed, 
it was of necessity that a Priest should mediate, 
and a Victim should be offered. Hence^ in the 
eternal counsels of God^ it behoved that a Body 
should be prepared — a Body that should be once 
for all offered upon earthy and slain upon the altar 
of the Gross, and then presented within the veil, 
that is in heaven, and represented in mystery 
in the Church, that is upon earthy that so the 
whole creation might be sanctified by an Everlast- 
ing Propitiation^ and that fresh and continual 
streams of grace and pardon might flow down 
upon a sinful world, — continual forgiveness blot- 
ting out continual sin. ^^But Christ being 
come an High Priest of good things to come by a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made 
with hands^ that is to say, not of this building : 
neither by the blood of goats and calves^ but 
by His Own Biood He entered in once into the 
Holy Place, having obtained eternal redemption 
for us ; for if the blood of bulls and of goats, and 
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how much 
more shall the Blood of Christ Who through the 
Eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot unto 
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God, purge your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God/' 

Thus in Christ are accomplished all the pro- 
mises attached by the mercy of God to the 
worship and adoration of the creature ; He is the 
Antitype of all the sacrifices both of the law of 
Moses and of the law of Nature ; He is the true 
Paschal Offering, for He is the Lamb of God That 
taketh away the sins of the world, and Christ 
our Passover is sacrificed for us, therefore let us 
keep the Feast ; He is the eternal Victim of our 
Propitiation, without the shedding of Whose 
Blood there is no remission of sin. He bears the 
sins of mankind, as on the goat were laid the 
iniquities of the chosen people ; and at the same 
time He is that High Priest, Whose Death was 
the term of detention of the involuntary homi- 
cide, a figure announcing that when He had over- 
come the sharpness of death. He did open the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

And next it was needs that the Word should be- 
come Flesh, in order that He might, by unity of 
nature and by incorporation into the generic race 
of mankind, take upon Him the heavy burthen of 
a diseased and suffering humanity. One of the 
commonest objections to the popular mode of 
stating the doctrine of the Atonement, is this: 
What sort of justice is it, that one person should 
suffer for another ? Can it really satisfy the All- 
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Holy God that the voluntary pains of an inno- 
cent person should be taken in lieu of the just re- 
ward of the guilty ones ? Now, with regard to 
this, the first thing that must be said is, that so 
it is written. We are Christians, and therefore 
whatever difficulties this fact may suggest to us, 
we are bound to accept it on the infallible au- 
thority of God Himself. It is distinctly written 
that the just has been punished for the unjust ; and 
no intellectual difficulty can affect its truth. How- 
ever difficult to human reason, it is God's word, 
and " the word of the Lord endureth for ever.'' 

But admitting the absolute truth of the state- 
ment, the doctrine comes to bear an aspect more 
conciliatory to the intellect of i;nan, when we 
think of the union that has taken place between 
the Eternal God and human nature in the mys- 
tery of the Incarnation. If sin be viewed as 
a debt due to the justice of God, the payment is 
the first question. He who pays it, the second. 
Consider sin only objectively, as a wrong done 
to the Majesty of the Supreme, and we have 
to regard merely its annihilation by the Sacrifice 
of the Eternal Son. Nothing but That could 
save the world. The Divine Justice is satisfied in 
the first instance ; and then, as an act of pure 
mercy, the natural, but not the necessary con* 
sequence of this, mercy, grace, and salvation are 
bestowed upon a guilty world. But, proceeding a 
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step further, when we regard sin, as it refers 
to the sinner, if the effect of this union be a 
permanent effect, and if that union itself be a 
lasting one ; if it be that the Word of God has 
indissolubly and for ever united Itself with the 
collective race of man in Jesus Christ, then the 
difficulty of the vicariousness disappears. That 
such an union does exist is very plain from Holy 
Writ. We must not take as a mere figure, 
the words of the Truth Itself on the Judgment : 
" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of 
these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.'- 
Neither must we suppose that our Lord was 
speaking allegorically when He said, " Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou Me ?*' — rather we must 
suppose that this vital union of the Head and 
the members actually does exist, according to 
the spirit of His prayer to the Eternal Father, 
" that they may be one in Us,'' and according to 
the actual statement of the holy Apostle, '^we 
are members of His Body, of His Flesh, and of 
His Bones." 

The result of this intimate union is the sym- 
pathy of the Son of Man for His brethren. We 
have got so used to understand the term sympa- 
thy as a feeling for another's pains which we our- 
selves suffer not, but which our imaginations and 
hearts make as though they were real pains to us, 
that we have forgotten that it has an inner and 
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more real meaning in the actual suffering born 
along with another. It is thus that we must 
think of the sympathy of Christ. That sym- 
pathy is not only the yearning of His gentle 
Heart over the sorrows of the world, but it is His 
actual participation in the miseries of this sinful 
and sad world, guilt only excepted. He made the 
lot of humanity His own, not by imagining its 
evils, but by actually undergoing them. He 
blessed feebleness, and cold, and hunger, and 
hard lying, and persecution from without, and 
temptations from the Devil, or sorrow from the 
heart, not by having permitted them in the order 
of His Providence, but by having submitted to 
them in the boundlessness of His Love. And 
what more solid ground for consolation is there 
than this sympathy of the Son of Man ? Are we 
crushed down with misery, and disease, and wretch- 
edness ? did He not bear our griefs and carry our 
sorrows ? Are we scorned by the world ? was not 
He the despised and rejected of men ? Are we 
torn with the suggestions of the Evil One ? is it 
not true that He, being tempted, is able to suc- 
cour to the uttermost them that are tempted 7 

Lastly, as the effect of the Incarnation was to 
bring our God down to earth, so that He has 
been heard, been seen with our eyes, been looked 
on and bandied with our hands, «s Ahg result has 
been that we have tasted and seen that the Lord 
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is gracious^ being united to Him in the most 
tender and intimate associations/ so the last re- 
sult is, that by the assumption of the creature into 
the Divine Essence, the creature, personally joined 
to the Word has been raised to the throne of God. 
It is not only in that He is the Son of God, but 
in that He is the Son of Man, that He is en- 
throned amid the surpassing splendours of the 
highest heaven, and because so enthroned, and 
we are joined to Him, our nature therefore shares 
in these unspeakable privileges. Who shall now 
speak disparagingly of the lot of man, when his 
ultimate destination is to be, as S. Peter says, 
"partaker of the Divine Nature.'^ Is not this 
the noblest solution of the grand problem of ex- 
istence, — why reasoning thoughtful man was 
formed with his infinite capacity for enjoyment ? 
Who, when he thinks of this, can fail to appreciate 
the goodness and the mercy of God in creation, 
even although the wickedness of man has caused 
the creation of hell, and filled the nether air with 
the cries of the infernal pit 7 

And now, dear brethren, we have to ask our- 
selves what share have we in the common redemp* 
tion ? Are we joined to Christ by the bond of 
a common humanity, or have we by sin forfeited 
our glorious privileges? Do we inhere in Him 
by faith, by love, and by the Sacramonts of the 
New Law, or have we believed wrongly, and loved 
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unworthily^ and neglected the ordinances which 
He hath commanded? Are we in a state of 
grace, fiee from the habitual commission of wilfdl 
sin^ or are we from day to day defiling what God 
hath made clean^ and profaning what He hath 
made holy ? Are we advancing in the true Christ- 
like nature, daily coming nearer and nearer to the 
measure of His stature^ or are we, by the world^s 
rough usage, daily defacing the coin and obliterat- 
ing the medal with His image and superscription? 
Are we persevering to the end in dose communion 
with Him, or have we broken our relations with 
Him by sin, and hardened our hearts, and paved 
the way to the misery of final impenitence. 

On the answer to these alternatives will de* 
pend your condition with regard to the Incama- 
tion of the Word. Either it is for you the most 
blessed, or the most appalling event that ever htt 
happened. Christ Incarnate is the penitent 
sinner's only Hope and Stay. Christ Incarnate 
is the rebellious and hardened sinner's inexorable 
Judge. If you are found in Him at that Day, you 
will pass through the unspeakable horrors of the 
day of doom unscathed and uninjured, even as on 
the bodies of the three holy children ^' the fire had 
no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, 
neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of 
fire had paaaed on them ;'' but if out of Him, then 
all the tender relations in which you once stood 
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to Him will rise up in judgment against you, and 
every grace and benediction slighted will cry out 
for vengeance against you, and the creatures of 
God, in jealousy for the glory of their Maker, 
will unite to punish you, and the whole scheme 
of GoD^s mercy, rejected by you, will turn into a 
vindictive justice against you, exacting the utter- 
most farthing. 

O then, dear brethren, while it is time, see that 
ye inhere in Christ. Pray His Soul to sanctify 
you, His Body to save you, His Blood to give 
you holy joy, the Water from His Side to lave 
you, His Passion to be your consolation. May 
the good Lord hear you, and hide you where the 
Evil One cannot reach you. May He never let 
you be separate from Him, but defend you from 
the power of the devil. May He call you at the 
hour of death, so that in the end ye may praise 
Him among the redeemed, who incorporated into 
His Mystical Body by the laver of regenera- 
tion, and, fed from time to time upon angels' food, 
shall persevere unto the end in grace here, and so 
attain to the heavenly mansions, for His Merits 
Who died, and was buried, and rose again, even 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 



SEEM ON XIL 



ESAU, OR THE SORROW THAT WORKETH DEATH. 

Gen. XXVIII. 38. 
"And Esau lifted up his voice and wept." 

We must read the crimes and virtues of the men 
of the olden time by the light of the New Testa- 
ment. On a cursory perusal of the book of Ge- 
nesis, we feel very sorry for Esau. There is much 
in him that appeals to the good opinion of the 
natural man, and this is enhanced by the contrast 
with his holy brother. It is a strange thing that 
even in secular works of the imagination, great 
poets have succeeded better with their secondary 
characters than with their heroes. We prefer 
Hector to Achilles, Turnus to JSneas. Perhaps 
the mind revolts at any character which is held up 
to it for praise alone, and on that account judges 
it by a severer standard. I believe that most 
people have felt this in the history of Jacob and 
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Esau. Even with a due submission to the just 
award of God, they cannot help having sympathy 
with the great hunter, — strong, hearty, voracious, 
passionate, placable, while they feel less kindly 
towards his brother, — smooth, astute, devout, re- 
verential. To appreciate the good points of the 
latter we must place ourselves in his position. In 
the midst of an idolatrous and very sinful state of 
society, it was a great thing to retain the faith and 
trust in the God of his fathers which Israel main- 
tained. He and Esau had a similar domestic train- 
ing ; the one fell away to godlessness, the other 
in the midst of much imperfection maintained his 
religion. Of his generation, (for of course the life 
of Isaac was more than exemplary, it was pioafi 
and contemplative,) Jacob was the one who main- 
tained the cause of God. It was Jacob against 
the world ; and they who have felt the difficulty 
of confessing C&rist before men, in the present 
day, even with the aid of grace and the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit, will be able to appreciate the 
high favour in which Jacob was with his Divine 
Master. 

In considering the character of Esau, we must 
put out of sight for a moment the predestination of 
God which is expressed by the prophet Malachi 
(i.3,) "I loved Jacob and I hated Esau;^^ a passage 
commented upon by S. Paul in the ninth chapter 
of the Epistle to the Romans. This is the great 
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mystery which takes place in every one of us ; it 
is the question of the prescience of Goo and the 
freedom of the human agent; two truths — but 
truths unsearchable and irreconcilable in the pre- 
sent state of human reason. " The day will de- 
clare it/^ Meanwhile listen to the noble words 
of S. Chrysostom commenting on the text in the 
Romans. 

''Yield then to the incomprehensibleness of 
the election. For it is He alone Who knoweth 
how to crown aright. How many^ e.g.^ seemed 
better than S. MattheWi to go by the exhibition 
<rf works then visible. But He Who knoweth all 
things underhand^ and is able to assay the mind^s 
aptitude^ knew the pearl though lying in the 
loire^ and after passing by others and being well 
pleased with the beauty of this^ He elected it^ and 
by adding to the noble-bom freewill grace from 
Himself^ He made it approved. For if in the case 
of these arts which are perishable, and indeed in 
other matters^ those that are good judges do not 
use the grounds on which the uninstructed form 
their decision^ in selecting out of what is put be- 
fore them j hxit from points which they are them- 
selves all aware of ^ they many times disparage that 
which the ignorant approve^ and decide upon that 
which they disparage ; and horse-breakers do this 
often with horses^ and so the judges of precious 
stones and workmen in other arts; much more 

N 
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will the God that loveth man^ the infinite Wisdonii 
Who alone hath a clear knowledge of all things, 
not allow of man's guesses, hut will out of His 
own exact and unfailing wisdom pass His sentence 
upon all men. Hence it was He chose the pub^ 
lican, the thief and the harlot, but dishonored 
(the) priest, (the) elders, (the) rulers, and cast 
them out. • • • Do not then call the Creatob to 
account, nor say, why is it that one was crowned, 
and another punished ? For He knoweth how to 
do these things with exactness. Whence also He 
says, ^ Jacob have I loved, and Esau have I hated.' 
That it was with justice, ye indeed know from the 
result ; but Himself, even before the result, knew 
it clearly."* 

Now putting aside the thought of the predes- 
tination of God in the case of Esau^ we have to 
inquire what was his crime. There were many 
bad points in his character. He was violent and 
unscrupulous, as we see in hisdetemiination to take 
Jacob's life, when the days for mourning for his 
father should arrive. He was immoderately ad*, 
dieted to the pleasures of the senses, devoted to 
full and heavy meals after the fatigu^of hunting, 
pleasing his eye rather than obeying the com^ 
mands of God in the choice of his wives. But by 
the light of the New Testament we learn that nei- 
ther of these was the crime for which '^ Esau is 

^ S. Chrys. in Ep. ad Rom. 
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Xhe end of the world."* We are iustructed in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews^ that profanity was the 
cause of his damnation. The Hebrew commanity 
were to look diligently, "lest there be any fornica- 
tor, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel 
of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how 
that afterward, when he would have inherited the 
blessing, he was rejected : for he found no place 
of repentance, though he sought it carefully with 
tears.'^^ Here the profanity is distinctly connected 
with the sale of the birthright. The sale of the 
birthright then is the crime which drew down 
upon Esau the reprobation of God. 

Some people have supposed that the connec- 
tion between profanity and the sale of the birth- 
right consisted in this, — that before the ordina- 
tion of the law of Moses there was a certain 
privilege of sacrifice attached to the first-born. 
Consequently to reject the birthright was to de- 
spise the privilege of ministering to the Lord. 
Although there is no distinct enunciation of this 
law in the Holy Volume, and although we find 
cases where men, not the first-born, such as Abel 
and Abram, did actually offer oblations to the 
Supreme Being, yet the conduct of the Beu« 
benites iu the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, seems to point out that such a custom 
obtained. Anyhow, commentators have always 

• * 2 Esdras vi. 9. ' Heb. xii. 16, 17. 
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associated the birthright with some spiritual bless- 
ings^ and thus have made the sin of Esau to 
be the sacrificing the things of the next world 
to the carnal pleasures and gratification of the 
appetites of the present state of our existence. 
Esau's profanity then was^ that he preferred this 
world to the next, and acted upon that prefer- 
ence. Now does not this bring the crime of 
Esau home to our very doors ? What Christian 
man can lay his hand upon his heart and say^ 
^ I have never sacrificed the interests of the next 
world to those of this; I have never preferred 
the pleasures^ and ambitions^ and utilities of this 
life^ to my heavenly inheritance ? neither ease^ nor 
station^ nor the allurement of some desired ob- 
ject, nor the averting of the world's frown, nor 
the shirking an unexpected duty, nor the pro- 
tection of very self-love from being ruffled, has 
ever been to me what the mess of pottage was to 
the hungry and worn-out hunter. • • / Or even 
to descend to the very temptation into which Esau 
fell, how few are they who have not indulged 
in daintiness or excess in eating and drinking 1 
who have not yielded when they had determined 
to resist ! have not taken what disagreed with 
them when they knew that there was risk of 
bringing on such indisposition as might tem- 
porarily impair their usefulness! I say, even 
into this very temptation Christians very fire- 
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quently fall ; and he knows little of the human 
heart, or has not gone far in his own self-know- 
ledge, who undervalues the force of the solicita- 
tions of the lower nature. 

Observe, moreover, the suddenness and the 
severity of the temptation. " The cunning hun- 
ter, the man of the field,^' comes home weary 
from the chase ; physical exhaustion has followed 
upon excessive exertion ; he is so fatigued that he 
describes himself ^^at the point to die.^^ The 
tempting restorative food is beneath his eyes. 
His brother increases the temptation by the price 
he puts upon it. Esau falls. ^^ He did eat and 
drink, and rose up and went his way/' The 
graphic picture of a profane sensualist. 

Again, we must observe, that the sin for which 
Esau was reprobated, was a single sin. Yet that 
single sin did not stand by itself. The very sin 
itself was the meed and consequence of other sins. 
He was permitted to fall into it because he had 
lived a sensual, self-indulgent life. Had he main- 
tained the life of God within his soul, he would 
have been protected against it. As it was, he 
laid himself open to temptation, and so he fell. 

This often takes place now. God withdraws 
His grace from sinners on account of their sins, 
and some great crime is often the judicial punish- 
ment of a long course of godlessness and pride. 
Men go on long in a careless way, without much 
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to alarm their consciences^ and then all at once 
they are plunged in some horrid offence, because 
they would not listen to the soft whisperings of 
conscience. 

Yet though doubtless Esau's sin was the result 
of a life of previous neglect, nevertheless it was a 
critical sin. It was the turning point in his destiny. 
Before its committal, in spite of all that he had 
done, he might have retrieved himself. After its 
perpetration he never was visited with such grace 
as was efficacious for his cure, — he never so co- 
operated with what was given as to obtain more. 

Correlative with this we find critical acts of 
goodness which seem to have brought down in- 
defectible blessing upon their agents. Abraham's 
sacrifice of his son, and Joseph's resistance to the 
solicitations of his master's wife, seem of this kind. 
^'Because thou hast done this," is the reason of 
all the after-blessings of God. And it cannot be 
doubted that in the order of His grace now, the 
same thing takes place. We cannot tell why 
God should apportion to each man the number of 
sins to be forgiven, any more than the number of 
the inches of his stature, or the number of the hairs 
of his head. Yet such is the case. Some are cut 
off in their sins early, others go on long in their 
wickedness, suffered by the inscrutable Providence 
of God long to continue the causes of misery and 
sorrow to the world. No one knows when his 
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critical sin may come, and therefore no one may 
dare to calculate upon going on in his present state 
of sin^ with the intention of turning to God at some 
indefinite future time. No one can safely say, *' I 
am sure to have grace given to me this new year, I 
won^t repent just now, I will abide a more con- 
venient season, and then I will really and earnestly 
look into the state of my soul, renounce my sins, 
and be reconciled to the merciful God/* 

vain and wretched self-delusion ! The pre- 
sent is the only moment really in our power. If 
the Holy Spirit be working with you at this 
tnoment, do not quench Him. You cannot ex- 
pect that your Saviour will remain year by year 
knocking at the door of your heart, if you de- 
liberately keep Him standing without in the cold. 
You cannot tell but that you are now near the 
full measure of your sins, and that when that is 
fiilled up, you will have no more grace given you to 
return to God, and may have made your heart 
fat as brawn, so that it has lost its sensibility, 
and resists all action of supernatural agents. As 
it was with Esau, so is it with many a sinner now, 
— nay, it is worse with them, for they do not seek 
repentance as he did, with tears. 

II. We have considered the crime of Esau,— it 
remains for us to consider his condemnation. 
The holy Apostle, distinctly in so many words 
says, '' Ye know how that afterwards, when he 
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would have inherited the blessings he was rejected : 
for he found no place for repentance^ though he 
sought it carefully with tears/' 

Here is a serious condition of things. A sinner 
has existed whoj deeply aware of the misery of 
having lost the blessing, has yet been rejected, 
and has found no place for repentance^ although 
his feelings have been most acute. The conscience 
has been alive, the appreciation of lost favour 
strong, a place of repentance has been sought, and 
that carefully, with every power of the man, and 
yet — he is lost. Condemnation most appalling ! 

Now, how is this reconcileable with the deal- 
ings of God with man, even before the Coming 
of our Blessed Lord? For under those early 
dispensations, God was manifested as a God of 
mercy, and it was no new revelation in the time 
of Ezekiel, but the iteration of an old truth, that 
if the wicked man tumeth from his wickedness, 
.and doeth that which is righteous he shall save 
his soul alive. The case of the acceptance of 
Jacob shows that much sin was compatible not 
only with salvation, but with God's favour. Why 
then was Esau, exhibiting as he did, the earnest 
desire expressed by the strong expression, " care- 
fully with tears," rejected ? 

A consideration of the passage in Genesis will 
solve this apparent difficulty. Any one who reads 
the touching scene of the stolen blessing, will see 
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that the sorrow of Esau for its loss was a worldly 
sorrow. It was not that he desired to recover 
the forfeited right of sacrifice — it was not that 
he might represent the respectable headship of 
the true and orthodox family amid the surround- 
ing idolaters^ pressing to take up his testimony 
in behalf of the true religion — it was not from 
any sense that he was to be the inheritor of the 
benediction with which God had crowned his 
father and grandfather^t was from no pious 
hope that from his loins should spring that Mys- 
tic Deliverer, Whose promise was even then the 
redemption of the earth. It was apparently a 
sorrow that he was shut out from those temporal 
blessings which the benediction of his father had 
conveyed so liberally and efficaciously to his 
younger brother. " See the smell of my son is 
as the smell of a field which the Lord hath 
blessed. Therefore God give thee of the dew of 
heaven and the fatness of the earth, and plenty 
of corn and wine : let people serve thee, and 
nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy 
brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to 
thee : cursed be he that curseth thee, and blessed 
be he that blesseth thee.'' 

Esau's rejection then, may be imputed to 
the deficiency in the motive of the sorrow with 
which he was filled. His was emphatically '^ the 
sorrow of the world" which '^ worketh death.'' 
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This brings his lesson at once home to ourselves ; 
for you recollect in the seventh chapter of the 
second Epistle to the Corinthians, how S. Paul, 
in denouncing the crimes of the luxurious and 
rebellious Corinthians, distinguishes between two 
kinds of sorrow which follow upon sin: the 
sorrow of the world, and the sorrow after a 
godly sort. Now of the latter we get the signs 
in the next verse. ^^For behold this self- 
same thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, 
what carefulness it wrought in you, yea what 
clearing of yourselves, yea what indignation^ yea 
what fear, yea what vehement desire, yea what 
zeal, yea what revengeJ' These seven conditions 
are the marks of auch a regret for sin, as for 
Christ's sake, remits it. 1st, carefulness, that is 
close examination into the conscience, and anxious 
watching of ourselves with reference to our past 
falls. 2ndly, clearing of ourselves — not by making 
excuses to God or to ourselves, but by ample 
confession ; according to the text, " if we confess 
our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness/' 
Srdly, indignation, turning the natural implanted 
feeling of resentment against ourselves, because 
we have offended the good and kind God, and 
because we have done despite to that Blessed 
and Holy Saviour, Who has deserved better 
treatment at our hands. 4thly,/<?ar — fear of the 
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impending judgment of God orer impenitent 
sinners, coupled with the thought, that in our 
case that judgment will be a severe one, seeing 
that we have sinned against light and know- 
ledge, and the motions of the Holy Fabaclete. 
5thly, vehement desire, that earnest pleading 
spirit, which never rests till, by copious and 
earnest intreaties the broken relations between 
GrOD and the creature be again reunited, and the 
peace of 6od accorded to the rebellious and wil- 
ful, but now submissive servant. 6thly, zeal, 
the spirit of the injunction to S. Peter, "When 
thou art converted strengthen thy brethren ;" or 
that of holy David, "Then shall I teach Thy 
Ways unto the wicked, and sinners shall be con- 
verted unto Thee/^ That disposition which uses 
the sense of pardon and forgiveness through the 
Blood of Christ, as the motive for winning others 
to Him ; which sends forth the penitent into the 
hovels and filthy dens of civilized life, declaring 
that forgiveness of which he himself is a living 
instance, and seeking to win a neglectful and 
heaven-forgetting society to the sweet yoke and 
obedience of the faith. Lastly, revenge, revenge 
upon the guilty one, upon that criminal self, 
which has been the cause of all these disorders 
and despites to the Majesty of Heaven ; revenge 
like that of him who, by reason of his past sin, 
said, " I have eaten ashes like bread, and min- 
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gled my drink with weepings and that because 
of Thine indignation and wrath ;" revenge, as of 
him who vowed to go softly all his days in the 
bitterness of his soul; revenge, as of all holy 
penitents in every age of the Church, who have 
sought by prayer and vigil, by the solitude of the 
desert and of the inner chamber, by midnight 
orison and daily labour, to evince to the High 
King of heaven and earth, how searching is the 
sorrow, how deep the sense, of the awful sinful- 
ness of sin. 

You will see, that there was nothing of this in 
the sorrow of Esau, therefore he is lost. Is there 
anything of this in our sorrow ? How do we re- 
gard our past iniquities ? Is there in our conduct 
any of these seven criteria of S. PauPs definition 
of repentance ? Is not our sorrow rather a feeling 
of the evil eflfect which our offences have brought 
upon us? Do we not regret the punishment 
rather than the fault, and are we sure that if the 
punishment were taken off us, we should not re- 
lapse again ? Is not relapse a hideous feature in 
our condition ? Do we not often fall into the 
Same sin we have repented of? and have we not, 
as communion after communion comes on, again 
and again to deplore the same offences ? Do we 
not shrink from the pain of repentance, put aside, 
as an unpleasant thought, the remembrance of 
past transgression, nay, sometimes even take de- 
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light in the thought of remembered sin ? my 
brethren^ are these the signs of a true contrition f 
are these the conditions of perfect reconciliation 
with God ? Are these the fruits of restored peace 
between you and your offended God ? let us all 
bethink ourselves^ ere it be too late> if love be not 
dead within our hearts — let us fix what still re- 
mains of our alienated affections on Him Who is 
our Portion in the land of the living, let us lift 
up our eyes unto the hills from whence cometh 
oar help, even to the Mount of Calvary, — let us 
cast ourselves, like Mary Magdalene, at the Feet 
of our Crucified Saviour, and there let us offer to 
Him the sacrifice of a contrite heart and a broken 
spirit, and with better assurance of being heard 
than Esau, let us cry, " Bless me, even me also, 
my Father.'^ " Heal my soul, for I have 
sinned against Thee/' 
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BXTTIjEB.— Short Rules for Prayer for Working Men. By the Rev. 

W. J. Butler. 2d. 
CANONICAL HOT7BS, according to the use of the OnOd of S. 

Alban. Part I., cloth, 9d. Part II., Cloth, Is. 
THE CANTICLES in the Morning and Evening Services, ar. 

ranged in Columns for Chanting. By the kind permission of 

the Lord Bishop of Salisbury. 2d. ; limp doth, 4d. 

THE CANTICLES, with blank staves for Chants. 2d. 

CABTEB.— Remarks on Christian Gravestones, with numerous 

Working Drawings, with Scales. By the Rev. Eccles J. Carter, 

M.A. Ss. 6d. : stiff Wrapper, 2s. 6d. 
CABTEB.— Day of Prayer. Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter, Rector 

of Clewer. 6d. 
CABTEB.— The Doctrine of the Priesthood in the Church of 

England. By the Rev. T. T. Ca rter. In the press. 
CATECHISM ON FBATEB, and other Christian Duties. 2d. 

CECIL-DEAN. A Story for the Young. By Bessie C. A. Fcap. 
8vo., 8s. 6d. 

CBBTIFICATES OF CONFIBMATION AND HOLY 
COMMUNION. On a card, printed in red and black, price 
2d. each, or 148. per 100. 

CEBTIFICATES OF BAPTISM, Confirmation, and First 
Communion, on a card, 2d., or 14s. per 100. 

CEBTIFICATE OF CONFIBMATION AND OOM- 
MITNION, on a beautifuUy Ornamented large Card. 2d. t also 
new design, 8d. 

CHAMBEBS.— The Doctrine of the Holy Eucharist, as Expounded 
by Herbert Thomdike, D. D . With Notes (being a digested aeries of 
Authorities up to the year 1 720, on the points raised in Archdeacon 
Denison's case), and a Preface by J. D. Chambers, M.A. St. 6d. 
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CHAMBEBIiAIir.—The Theory of Chrittian Worahip. B7 th« 

Rey. T. Chamberlain. Second Edition. 68. 
OHAMBEBIiAIN.—The Seven Ages of the Choreh, as indicated 

in the messages to the Seven Churches of Asia. Post 8vo., 3b. 
OHAMB£BIjAIN'.-~The Chancel, an Appeal for iu proper use, 

addressed to Architects, Church Restorers, and the Clergy gane- 

rally. 0d. 
OH AMBEBIiAIN.— English Grammar, and how to Teach it: 

together with a Lesson in Reading and Spelling, srd edit, Sd. 

CH A MBEBTi A IN.— Book of Anecdotes, selected by the Rev. T. 

Cha mber lain. Is. • 

CHANTEB.— Sermons, by the Rev. J. M. Chanter, M.A. 6s. fid. 

OHANTBB.— Help to an Exposition of the Catechism of the Sng- 

Ush Church, by the Rev. John Mill Chanter, M.A. fid. 
OHXLD'S NEW IiESSON BOOK, or Stories for Littte 

Re aders, is. ; is. fid. cloth t coloured 28. fid. 
OHBISTIAN CHUjD'S BOOK, The. Being Prayers, Ques. 

tions on Parts of the Catechism, and Hymns for the Church's 

Seasons. Cloth is., or in Two parts fid. each. 

CHBISTIAN CHUjDBEN, Scenes in the lives of: with 
Qo estions on separate cards. The Cards enclosed in a case. 3s. 

OHBISTIAN DUTIES, as essentially conducive to progress 
In the Soiritnal Life. 8nd Edition. 38. fid. 

OHBISTLAJN^ SEBVANT'S BOOK of Devotion. Self-Exa- 
mination, and Advice. Fourth edition, cloth is. fid., leather 2s. 

OHBISTIAN SEBVANT (The) taught from the Catechism her 
Faith and Practice. Part I. Baptismal Blessings and Vows. is. fid. 
Fart II. The Apostles* Creed, is. fid. Part III. The Ten Com- 
mandments. 28. Part IV. The Lord's Prayer. 2s. By the 
Author of the *' Servants* HaU.** Edited by the Rev. Sir W. H. 
Cope, Bart. Fcap. 8vo. dotii. 

OHBISTIAN "WEEK, The, a Manual of Devotion with Psalms 
and Hymns for Schools and Families, fid. 

OHBISTMAS OABOIiS. In sets of Four, is. each setf or 
bound together, 28. fid. 

First Sxribs. Music by Dr. Gauntlett. 



Once in Royal David*s City 
Upon the Snow-dad earth with- 
out 



As Joseph was a Walking 
There were Shepherds once abid* 
ing 



SxcoND Skbixs. Music by Dr. Gauntlett. 



Old Christmas, hail I 
When in Bethlehem's humble 
manger 

Third Sbribs. Miisic by James Hine. 



Star.lit shadows soft and still 
Lot on Bethlehem's grassy plains 



Christians all, your joyful voices 
Blessed are the Poor in Spirit 



Fearfully, timidly, now do we 

raise 
Though but Little Children 

The Words of the above. Id. 

A OHBISTMAS DBEAM. Illustrated by Dudley. In oma- 

vnental borders. Is. 
A OHBISTMAS FBESENT for Children. From the Ger- 

man. is. 
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6 WORKS PUBLISHED BT J. MASTERS, 

CHXJBCH CATXiOHISM.— Beautifully printed on tinted paper, 

with seventeen engravings drawn by Gilbert. Price is. gilt edged. 

A cheap edition, 6d. 
CHUBCH CATECHISM EXPIiAINBD. With Scripture 

Proofs. By a Country Clergyman. Cloth, 8s. 6d. 
CHITBCHMAJfl^'S COMPAiaON. A Monthly Magazine, 0d. 

Twenty vols, complete, cloth, Vols. I. and II. 28. od. each} Vols. 

HI. to XX . 8s. 6d. each, or j^. 8s. 6d. the set. 
CHXTBCHMAN'S DIABIT; an Almanack for the year of 

Grace 1857. Commenced in 1847. 4d. ) interleaved, Od.; roan 

tuck, is. 6d. A few sets may be had, price Sa. Od. 

TKi: CHURCHMAN'S UBBAKT. 

This Series is an attempt, by a comprehensive union of aomid 
Churchmen, to remedy the prevailing defects in the Tracts and other 
small single publications, by which theology is chiefly oonycyed to 
the middle and poorer classes. 

Now ready: — 

Sunday, and How to Spend it. 3d. 

Catholic and Protestant. 3d. 

Church Worship. 4d. 

Grace : and How to Gain it. 3d. 

The Prayer Book : and How to Use it. 2d. 

Questions and Answers illastrative of the Church Catechism. 
6d. ; cloth, 8d. 

Heavenly Lives of the Primitive Christians. Sd. 

Holiness of the Human Body. 2d. 

The Duties of Society. 2d. 

Holy Scripture : and How to Use it. 2d. 

Bishop Andrewes' Devotions. 6d. ; cl. 9d« ; calf 2s. j mor. Ss. 6d. 

The Laying on of Hands : a Manual for Confirmation. 9d. 

The Manual: a Book of Devotion for the Poor, is.j doth, 
is. 3d. ; leather, is. 4d. 

All Christians, Priests. 2d. 

CHUBCH PAPERS. 

There has been no effort made as yet to carry out a definite plan for 
the instruction and edification of the intelligent tradesman as well as 
the artizan. To meet this want, which many have felt, it has been de- 
termined to issue a series of Church Papers ; partaking of the nature 
both of Tracts, and larger Treatises. They will be of different lengths, 
according to the subjects treated of, and will embrace History, Bio- 
graphy, Dogmatic Theology, the Teaching of the Prayer Book, and 
instructive Tales. The numbers will vary in price, being at the rate 
of Twopence per 16 pages. 

TeUts illustrative of the Apostles* Creed, 
I. Gerard von Kampen. 2d. 

IV. The Crater of Daybnt. 2d. 

^, / The Birdcatchers of Steege. \o^ 
^ ' • I Donaldson's Lantern. / '*"• 

Church History, 
II. The Church in the New Testament. 2d. 
111. The Church in the New Testament. Part II. 2d. 

V. The Church after the Apostles. 2d. 
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CTiABKE.— An Address to the Parishioners of Ken, Somerset, on 
the Life and Character of that Holy Man whose name they bear ; 
with Prayers and Hymns. By the Rev. S. Clarke, M.A. ismo. 6d. 

GLABXB.— The Watch-Tower Book } or, lUndfaii^ for the Night 
Watches of Advent. By the Rev. C. W. B. Clarke, M.A. Post 
8TO., cloth boards, Ss. 6d. { limp cloth for distribation, Ss. 

OOHBIBBSS OF VnJjl^LN&HAHL, The. By Cousin 

Leifh. Fcap. 8to., 8s. 6d. 
OOIiIijBOTS from the Book of Common Prayer. SSmo. sewed Sd., 

rubricated, and in parchment cover, fid. 

OOMFAJTION TO THE AIjTAB : forthe uaenof the Scottish 

Church. Cloth, is. 
OOMFANION TO THE SUNDAY SEBVIOES of the 

Chnrdi of England. Ss. 
OOMPBB.— The Distinctive Teaching of the British Churches stated 

and midntained in a series of Lectures. By the Rev. John Comper, 

Incumbent of Nairn. l2mo. cloth, 4s. 6d^ 

OONGBEGATIONAIi 2CUSIC. Arranged for Four Voices 
and Organ Accompaniment. A Selection of Church Music, as 
sung formerly in Margaret Chapel, and at present in the tempo- 
rary Church <^the Uistrictof All Saints', S. Marylebone. Selected* 
Composed, and Edited by RicuAan RknuiAD, Organist and Di- 
re^or of the Choir. 

Ghuroh Hymn Tunes for the several Seasons in the 
Ohristian Tear. Price 7s. fid. This Book contains Eighty-two 
Tunes of various Metres, including the " Dies Irse." 

The WORDS of the Hymns and Introits, with some Anthems. 
Strongly bound in cloth, price 9d., or ^n. fis. fid. per hundred ; or 
In strong limp cloth, at j^. I4s. per hundred. 

A Set of Ten Tunes for Advent, Epiphany, Iient. 
Easter, Ascension, Whitsuntide, Fridays, and All 
Saints, arranged from Dr. Tye (1553). Words interlined, 2s. 

The Musio of the Introits. Containing Introits for all the 
Seasons from Advent to Advent, with the occasional Festivals. 
Price 0s. 

Besponses to the Commandments, Creeds, Offertory 
Sentences, Sanotuses, and Glorias. Price ss. Completing 
the Office for the Holy Ccmimnnion. 

The Anthems for the Seven Days before Christmas, 
and for Good Friday, ss. fid. 

OOinrEBSATIONS ON THE CHUBCH SEBVICE. 

By the Author of '* Easy Lessons for Sunday Scliools." Second 

Edition, is. Sd. 
COmTEBSATIONS WITH COUSIN BACHEI.. Four 

Parts, 9d. each. Complete in Two Vols. 3s. 

COPE AlfD STBETTON.— Visitatio Infirmorum; or Offices 
for the Clergy in Directing, Comforting, and Praying with the 
Sick. New edition, calf, lfis.{ morocco, 90s. In Three Parts, 
calf, 21s. Also in various binding, with metal- work. 

Appendix to the First edition, containing the Additional Offices. Is. fid. 

The Responsal for the Visitatio Inflrmorum: Portions to be said by 
those who accompany the Priest. Cloth, 2s. 

A 3 
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OONSXOBATION AND DESEOBATION; or, BmU 

the Orphan Chnrtoter. U. Cloth is. 6d. 
CO SIN.— A Collection of Private Devotions for the Hours of Prayer. 

ByJohn Cosin, D.D., IO26. Is. ; calf, 3s. 
COSlN.— The Sum of the Catholic Faith, from Bishop Cosin. 

2d., or 148. per 100. 
GOUPIiS.— A Few Hints to Mothers on the Management of Chil^ 

dren, &c. By GaoaoiwA Covria. Dedicated to tibe Tery Rer. 

and Hon. the Dean of Windsor. Demy iSmo., 3d. 

CBANBOBNB, Visoount.— A History of Prance for Children, 
in a Series of Letters. By Viscoont Cranbome. Ss. Od. 

GRESSWiBIiIj.— The Christian Life. Twelve Sermons, by the 
Rev. Richard Cresswell, B.A. 18nA>. 6s. 

OBOMPTON.— The Prefkces in the Office of the HolyCammnnioh, 
with their Ancient Chant, by the Rev. J. L. Crompton, M.A. 9a. 6d. 

OUBATE OF EOIiTOBOSS, The. A tale of the Chnrch, 
Fcp. 8vo. ■ 

DATTiY IiIFE OF THE CHBI8TIAN CHILD. A poem 
for children. 6d. ; on a sheet, id. } eh. edit., in packets of S6, is. 

DAHiT FBAYEB8 FOB FBIEST AND FEOFI<E. 

Clot h, is. 
DASiETNE.— The Sword, and the Cross. By the Rev. J. O. 

Dakey ne, M.A. 2s. 6d. 
DA VJJiiS.— Benefit Club Sermons. Second Series. 4to. as. Qd. 

DA V ±m S.—The Completeness of the late Dnke of Wellington as a 
National Character. Two Lectures. Fc^. 8vo., doth, is, 

DEACONS, Short History of some Deacons in the Church. 

18. 6d. 
«DEAB IS THE MOBNING GALE OF SFBING.'' 

A Sacred Songr. The Poetry from the ** Christian Year." The 

mu^ by J. F. D. Yonge, M.D. Ss. 

DENTSON.— The Real Presence. Three Sermons, preadied in 
Wells Cathedral. By the Archdeacon of Taunton. 3s. 6d. 

DENISON.—Saravia on the Holy Eucharist. The Original Latin 
from a MS. in the British Museum hitherto unpublished. The 
Translation by the Archdeacon of Taunton. Demy 8vo. ys. Od. 

DENISON.— The Defence of the Archdeacon of Taunton, in its 
complete form 1 including all the evidence which was cither not 
admitted by, or was tendered before, the Court. Royal 8vo., les. 

DEVOTIONS FOB CHTTiDBEN, intended speciaUy for 
Choristers, who are present at the time of Holy Communion. 6d. 

DISTBICT VISITOB'S MEMOBANDX7M BOOK. 
6d., the paper is. per quire. 

DIVINE MASTEB: a Devotional Manual illustrating the 
Way of the Cross. With Ten Steel Engravings. 4th edit., 38. Od. ; 
antique morocco, 7>. Od. 
The Engravings separately on a sheet, Qd. 

DOCTBINE OF THE CBOSS, a Memorial of a Humble 
Follower of CaaisT. By the author of "Devotions for the Side 
Room." is. 
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P0102STIO OFFICES : being Morning and Evening Prayer 
for the Use of Funilies. Wrapper, fid.; cloth, 8d. 

I>0170I<AS.~Mar]r and Mildred; or. Principle the Gaide of Im- 

poise. Edited by the Rcr. Stair Doaglaa. and edit. Ss. 
DBdElAM that was really Dreamt. In small 4to., is. 6d. 

BBOF or THE OOBAK, or the little Wreath of Fkncy, by 

Agnes and Bessie, and edit. Is. 
DUKE.— Systematic Analysis of Bishop Batler*s Analogy, by the 

Rer. Henry H. Dake, B.A. 3s. Od., interleaved 6s. 

jyjSVOTlOJSra fob the SIGK boom, prayers la Sick- 
ness. &c. By R. B. Qoth, as 6d. 
COMFABTON FOB THE SICK BOOM: bebigaCom. 
pendiom of Christian Doctrine. 2s. 6d. 

These two bound togetiier in 1 vol. doth, price fts. Calf 8a. (U. 

DEVOTIONS FOB SCHOOIi BOTS, A Manual of. Com- 
piled from various sources, by the same author. Od. 

DEVOTIONS for Children and Young Persons, id. 

DEVOTIONAL AIDS FOB THE USE OF THE 

OIiEBGir. samo. parchment. Is. 
DICKINSON.— List of Service Books according to the Uses of 

the Andean Church, with the possessors, as. fid. 

DIES IBiE. Translated into English metre, by W. J. Irons, D.D.« 
with the music, by Charles Child Spencer, Esq. as. (id. English 
Words, 3s. 6d. per 100. 

DIES IBiE. Set to easy Music in short score by the Rev. H. B. 
HavergaL 6d. Suited to Parish Choirs and Schools. 

DUtECTIONS FOB KEEPING IiENT ABIGHT. 

as. fld. per lOO. 
DTTNST£!B.— Fragments of History. By the Rev. E. P. Dunster. St. 

EAST IiESSONS FOB T&E TOUNOEB CHTLD- 
BEN IN SIJND AT SCHOOIiS. By the Author of ** Con. 
versations with Cousin Rachel." 4d. Questions, for the Use 
of the Teacher. Qd., or 8s. per dozen. 

EAST CATECHISM OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
HISTOBT, with the dates of the principal evenu. Demy 
I8mo. Second Edition. 3d. • 

ECCIiESIOIjOOIST, The. Published under the Superinten- 

dence of the Ecdesiological Society, every alternate month, 

is. 6d. 

Seventeen Volumes are now published, and may be had at the follow. 

ing prices, in doth:— Vol. I., Ss.iSd.} Vol. II., with Two Engravings, 

6s. od. } Vol. III., with Seven Engravings, tfs. 6d.} Vol. IV., (New 

Series, I.) with Four Engravings, ss.; Vol. V., (N. S. II.) with Three 

Engravings, 88. 6d. ; Vol: VI. (N. S. III.) with Three Engravings, 

price 7«.6d.j VoL VII. (N.S. IV.) with Three Engravhigs, 8s.; Vol. VIII. 

(N. S. V.) with Engravings, lis.} Vol. IX. (N. S. VI.) lis. Vol. X. 

(N. S. VII.) with Engravings las. Vol. XI. (N. S. VIII.) 89. «d. Vol. 

XU.(N.S.IX.)ias.6d. Vol. XIII. (N.S. X.) lSs.6d. Vol. XIV. (N.S. XI.) 

13S. Vol. XV. (N. S. XII.) 128. 6d. Vol. XVI. (N. S. XIII.) lis. Vol. 

XVII. (N. S. XIV.) 13s. M. 
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liOOLSSIASTIC: • Magazine relating: to the affairs of tbe 
Church, Education, &c. This Magazine is now published in 
monthly parts at is. each. 18 vols, bound, price ^s. Sent free 
by post for 16s. per annum, paid in advance. 

IjOGLSjS. — Midsummer Holidays at Princes Green. By Mrs. 
Ecdes, author of *'The Riches of Poverty." Demy l8mo., is. 

BOCIiIiSIOIiOQTfl Hand-Book of English. Companion for 
Church Tourists. Clotii, 5s. ; or limp Calf interleaved, 9a* 

BDMONSTONXj.— Family Lectures for Holy Seasons and Saints' 

Days. By Sir Archibald Edmonstone, Bart. Ss. 
BDMONSTONXj.— Portions of the Psalms, selected and arranged 

for Devotional Purposes, by Sir Ardiibald Edmonstone, Bart. 

Paper 6d. { cloth, lOd. 
SDMON STONE.— Meditations in Verse for the Sundays and 

Holy Days throughout the Year. 18mo., cloth, is. 6d. 

EDMONSTONE.— The Christian Gentleman's Daily Walk. Ss. 0d, 

EIG-HTT-FOTTBTH FSAIjM, Treatise on the. By the late 
Lady Harriet Howard. 82mo., d. fid., bound, is. 

EIiIiIS.— From the Font to the Altar : a Manual ot Christian Doc- 
trine for the Young, especially those who are preparing for Con- 
flrmation. By the Rev. Conynhara Ellis, Incumbent of Cranborue, 
Berks, is. 4d , with a reduction on quantities. 

EMBBOIDEBT9 Ecclesiastical. Working Patterns ot Flowers, 
on sheets, Nos. 1 to 18, fid. each ; or in Three Parts, Ss. each. 

THE ENGIjISH PSAIjTEB, adapted to the ancient Ectdesi. 
astical Chant, with the Canticles and Proper Psalms pointed on a 
new and easy method ; with Introductory Instructions and Scheme 
of Tones. 18mo., 8s. ; in quantities 2r. fid. 

THE TONES. Arranged for Four Voices, with Organ or Piano- 
forte Accompaniment. In Demy 8vo., 2s. fid. 

ENTHUSIASM NOT BEIiIGION. A Tale, by the late 
M. A. C. Cloth, is. fid.} wn4>per, is. 

EBBINOTON.— Prayers for Soldiers, by Colonel Errington. 8d., 

or 16 s. per 100. in parchment covers. 
BT70HABISTIO MONTH: being short Daily Preparation 

and Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion. 8d. j doth. Is. 

EVANS. — Christianity in its Homely Aspects: Sermons on Vari> 
ous Subjects, delivered in the Church of S. Andrew, Wells Street, 
an d elsewhere. Second Series. Price fis. 

EVEBIjET. A Tale. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo. fie. 

EXPLANATION OP SOME SCBIPTUBAIi AND 
ECOIiESIASTICAIj TEBMS. 8rdedit.,4d. 

FATBY BOTVEB; or. The History of a Month. A New Tale 
for the Young. Third Edition, fis. 

FAIiIiO'W. — Psalms and Hymns Selected for the use of S. An- 
drew's, Wells Street, by the late Rev. T. M. Fallow. Is. 

FAMIIiIAB INSTBUCTIONS ON MENTAL 
PBATEB, from the French of Courbon. Parts I. & II. With 
Prefaces by the Editors, W. U. R. and £. B. P. 2nd edit., bound 
in cloth, is. fid. 
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VAJEHiT DBVOTIONS for a Fortnifht,from Andrewet, Ken, 

Wilao n, &c. is. fld. 
FAMHiT PBAYXBS for the Children of the Chordi. 4d^ 

doth 8d. 
7ANirS?8 FIjOWSBS \ or, Fun for the Nnrtery. With tereral 

ennraviiin. is. ; cloth jgilt, U. 6d. 
VASTS AND FESTIVAIjS of the Church, in a convertNu 

tional form. Is. 8d. 
FB'W FIiAIN WOBD8 ON THE OFFICE OF HOIiT 

COMMUNION, sd. 

dfinc|)Iep i&nnnaisi of Intluiltrp. 

No. I. CooUn^; or. Practical Training for Servants* &c. lOd. 

No. II. Oardeninff; or, Training: for Boys as Gardeners. lOd. 

No. III. Household Work ; or. The Duties of Female Servants, led. 

No. IV. Plain Needleworlc in all its branches. 8d. 

No. y. On the Management of Poultry and Domestic Animals. lOd. 

Other Manuals are <n preparaUon, 

FIVE TALES OF OLD TIMEi Ss. fld. Or separately in cl. 
Follow Me. (C. E. H., Morwenstow) )s.~ Shepherd of the Oiant 
Mountains. (Fouqu^) is.— The Knight and the Bnchantert. 
(Fouqu^.) Is. — The Stream. ls.^The Castle on the Rock. is. 

FLOWEB.— Reading Lessons for Schools, by the Rev. W. B. 

F lower, B.A. 3s. 
FLOWEH.— Classical Tales and Legends, by the Rev. W. B. 

F lower . 9s., cheap edition is. 
FLOWEB.— Tales of Faith and Providence, by the Rev. W. B. 

Fl ower. 2s., or in a packet, 2s., cheap edition is. 
FLOWEB.— Lucy Ashcrofe, the Manufacturer's Daughter. A Tale 

of the North. By the Rev. W. B. Flower, B.A. Cloth gilt edges, 

price Ss. 
FOBBES.— Snowball and other Tales, by Isabella Forbes. Ss. fld. 

FOBD.— The Gospel of S. Matthew Illustrated from Ancient and 

Modem Authors. By the Rev. J. Ford, M.A. 10s. fld. 
FOBD.— The Gospel of S. Mark Illustrated chiefly in the Doctrinal 

and Moral Sense, los. fld. 
FOBD.— The Gospel of S. Luke Illustrated chiefly in the Doctrinal 

and Moral Sense. I6s. 
FOBD.— The Gospel of S. John Illustrated chiefly in the Doctrinal 

and Moral Sense. 1 8s. 
This volume completes the Four Gospels, and contidns copious 
Indexes of the whole. 

**»* This valuable set of Books is kept handsomely bound, for Pre- 
sents or University Prizes, price varying front 4^3. 12s. to £A. lOs. 
FOBD.— The AcU of the Apostles. With Indexes. Price 1 7s. 

FOBM OF FBA7EB AND CEBEMONTES USED AT 
THE CONSECBATION OF OHTJBCHES, &c., in 
London and Winchester, id., or 7s. per 100. Form for Oxford 
Diocese. 2d., or Us. per lOO. 

FOBM O F PBA YEB FOB LAYING THE STONE 
OF A CHT7BCH OB CHAPEL, id. 
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FOBM OF FBATEB FOB IiAYlNG THE STON5S 

OF A SCHOOIi. Id. 
FOBMS FOB NOTIOBS OF SBBViCJilS, for affixing oA 

churdi doora. Ss.per 100 ; large size, 58. per lOO.- 
FOBM OF SXIiF-EXAMIN ATION ; with Prayers Pre. 

paratory to the Holy Commiuiioii. Sd. 

FOBM OF Self-examination ; with a Few Direc. 

tions for Datty Use. By F. H. M. Sd., ur 8ie. per 100. 

FOBM OF SEBVICE FOB CONSECBATINa CE- 

METEBIT CHAFEIiS. [Rochester Diocese.] 7s. per 1 00. 
FO'WTiE.— Hark to the Merry Bells. A Christmas Carol. The 

Music composed hy T. L. Fowle. is. 
FOX.— The Church in the Cloisters; or Monks and Monasteries. 

By the Rer. Samuel Fox, M.A., F.S.A. 6s. 
FOX.— The Noble Army of Martyrs, by the Rev. 8. Fox, M Ji. Ss. 

Cheap Edition, is. 
FBEDEBICK GOBDON. or the Storming of the Redan. By 

a Soldier's Daughter. Royal 18mo., is. 0d. 
FBEEMAN.— Principles- of Church Restoration, by Edward A. 

Freeman, M.A. is. 
FBEEMAN.— History of Architecture, by E. A. Freeman . l os. 0d. 

OAITNTIjETT.— "Last Night I Lay a Sleeping:" a Christmas 
Carol. The music by H. J. Gauntlett, Mus. Doc. is. 

OAUNTIiETT.— The Child's 6race before and after Meat^ set 
to simple music. 6d. 

GAUNTIjETT.— Quhre Psalter, Selections from the, behug the 
Psalms according to the Use of the Book of Common Rraiyer, 
set forth and arranged to upwards of five hundred Chants. 
1. The Psalter with the Treble Part.— S. The Psalter with the Alto. 

— S. The Psalter with the Tenor Part.— 4. The Psalter with the Bass.— 

6. The Psalter with the parts compressed for accompaniment, tt. fid. 

each Vocal Part : the Organ Part with words, 5s. 

GAUNTIjETT.— Choral Service of the Book of Common Prayer. 
as appointed to be sung. Part I. The Canticlbs, Vbrsiglks, 
and RK8P0N8KS for MoaNiNO and Evbnino Pratkb. Part II. 
The Athanasian Crbbd, the Litany, and Offjcx op Holt 
Communion. In full score, suited to Cathedrids, Parish Qioirs, 
&c. By H. J. Gauntlett, Mus. Doc. In handsome royal 8vo., 
bold music type, price is. fid. each Part, or bound together In 
cloth, price Ss. fid. 

OOING HOME. A Story. By F. 6. W. Price Is. fid. clothe 

is. paper cover. 
GOODBIOH.— Claudia : the Days of Martyrdom. A Tale. By 
' A. M. Goodrich. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, Ss. fid. 

GBANDFATHEB'S CHBI8TMA8 STOBT, THE. 
With illustration and ornamental borders. By the author of 
** Verses for Children" In the ChurekiMn*» Companion, fid. 

GBEGOBIAN and other Chants, adapted to the Psalter and Can- 
ticles, as pointed to be sung in Chnrdies. is. fid. 

GBEGhOBIAN TONES, THE EIGHT, with their sevend 
endings separately. 4d. 
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OBSBIiBT.— Practical Bermoiis. By tiie Her. W. Greslej, MJl. 
78. fid. 

OBXiSIiXIT.— Treatlaeonfhe Encrllsh ChuirA: eontainin; Remarks 
on its History, Theory, &e. By the Rer. W. Gresley, M.A. is. 
108. per doz. for distribation. 

OBXiSIjBIT.— The Ordinance of Ck>nfes8ion. 6d. 

OSESIjIiT.— An Essay on Confession. Penance, and Absolution. 
By Mr. Roger Laurence, a layman of Qoeen Anne's time. 
With a Prefoce by the Rev. W. Gresley. is. 

GBHSLET.— The Present State of the Controvemy with Rome. 
Three Sermons preached in 8. Paul's, Brighton, is. 

GBSSIiBT.— The Forest of Arden, a Tale of the English Refor- 
mation. 48. Cheap edition, as. 

GBXjSIjEY.— The Siege of Lichfield, a Tale of the Great Rebellion, 
48. Cheap edition, is. 8d. 

QHESIiITx.— Coniston Hallj or, the Jacobites. A Tale of the 
Revolation of 1088. 4s. fid. 

GBSSIiIjY.— Clement Walton ; or, the English Citixen. By the 
Rev. W. Gresley, M.A. 8s. fid.; paper, is. 8d. 

GBSSSIiIjT.— Charles Lever; the Man of tlie Nineteenth Centory. 

as. fid. Cheap edition, is. 8d. 
GBESIiEY.—Chmrch Clavering ; or, the Schoolmaster. 4s. Cheap 

Edition, iis. 
GBESIjET.— Frank's First Ti;^p to the Continent. 4s. fid. Cheap 

edition, 38. 
GBXjSIjET.— Bernard Leslie, a Tale of the Times. (1888.) 4s. fid. 

GBX3SIiEY.~H(diday Tales, by the Rev. W. Gresley. as., 
wrapper is. fid. 

GTTABDIAN AJSQlSOi OF AN OU) OATTrP.T>KAU 

With Illustrations, is. od. 

HAIiIiAM.— Monumental Memorials: being Designs for Head- 
stones and Mural Monuments. Part I. By J. W. Hallam, Archi- 
tect. Imp. 8vo., 2s. fid. 

HAWKSB.— Echoes from Old Cornwall, by the Rev. R. S. Haw- 
ker, M.A. 2s. fid. 

HSIiMOBH.— Accompanying Harmonies to the Hymnal Noted, 
by the Rev. T. Helmore. Royal 8vo. fis. fi^. 

HEIjMOBE.— Accompanying Harmonies to the Brief Directory of 
Plain Song. is. fid. 

MJEiIiMOBlI. — Accompanying Harmonies to the Psalter Noted. Ss. 

HBIiMOBE.— The Canticles Noted. 4d. 

HSIiMOBE.— The Psalter Noted, as. fid. 

HSIjMOBE.— Manual of Plain Song. The Canticles and Psalter 
together, ss. fid. doth; royal 8vo., dotb, gs. 

HBITRrPlTTA'S 'WISH. A Tale, by the author of "The Hehr 
of Redcly«B.** Third Edition, 6s. 

HEN SIjO'W.— John Borton ; or, a Word in Season. By Mn. J. 8. 
Henslow. 4d. 
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HBYGhATB.-- William Blake; or, the English Farmer, by the Rer. 
W. E. Heygate. Ss. 0d. 

HE7G-ATB.— The Manual : a Book of Devotion, chiefly intended 
for the Poor. By the Rev. W. E. Heygate. New and cheap 
Edition, with beaatifbl Engraving. Cloth, limp, li.s boards. 
Is. 8d.{ leather, is. 4d. A considerable redaction to the Clergy 
in quantities. 

i±m Y G- ATS.— The Evoiing of Life ; or Meditations and Devotion s 
for the Aged. Post 8vo., large type. 5s. 0d. 

EETG-ATB.— Oodfirey Davenant at School. 9s. Od. 

Mjii X G-ATB.— Godfrey Davenant at College. 3s. 0d. 

HB7G-ATXL— Ellen Meyricki or. False Ezcoses. 4d. 

HIOKS. — Catechetical Lectures on the Incarnation, by the Rev. 

James Hicks. 48. 6d. 
HICKS.— Plain Sermons on the Teaching of the Chorch in her 

Sacraments, as set forth in the Old and more folly developed in 

the New Testament. By the Rev. James Hicks. Fcp. 8vo., 58. 
HIOEtt.— General View of the Doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration. 

By the Rev. W. H. Hicks. 9d. 

HIGHBB CIjAIMS ; or, Catherine Lewis the Sunday School 
Teacher. Edited by the Rev. R. Seymour, MJk., is.; cloth, 1 s. 6d. 

HZEBUBGIA ANGIiICANA; lUnstraUve of the Ritual of 
the Church of England, iss. 

HIXiIi.— Short Sermons on some' leading Principles of ChristiaB 
Life. By the Rev. H. Hill. 08. 

HIIiXi.— Stories on the Commandments. The First Table; "My 
duty towards God." By the Rev. G. HiU. is. cloth, or in a 
packet. 

HINTS ON EAHTiY EDUCATION, addressed to Mothers. 
By a Mother. 9d. 

HOIiDEN.— The Anglican Catechist. A Manual of Instructk m 
Preparatory to Conl&matlon. By the Rev. George Holden. 9s. 

HOIiT BAPTISM. The Offices of Baptism, according to the 
Use of the English Church ; with Select Passages, Meditations, 
and Prayers. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 

HOIiT EITCHABIST, Celebration of the. Reprinted tnm the 
*• Ecclesiastic.** 6d. 

THE HOIiT EITCHABIST the enjoined Worship of Gon in 
** Siirit and in Truth,** and the ** Pure Offering ** of the Gospel 
Covenant. A Manual containing Directions and suitable Devo- 
tions for those who remain in Church during the Celebration of 
the Holy Communion, but do not Communicate. By a Parish 
Priest Price fid 

HOIiT MEN AND WOMEN, Stories of. Ss.;inpackeU,9s.; 
wrapper Is. 

HOOfEB.— Prayers for Family Worship ; with a Dissertation on 
the Passover and the Divine Constitution of the Church. By the 
Rev. J. Hooper. 7s. The Prayers only, 2s. in wrapper. 

HOPKINS.— Pietas Metrica, by the Rev. T. M. Hopkins. Ss. fid. 
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HOFTVOOD.— Cbiiist in His Church. Plain and Practical Ser. 
mons, by the Rev. Henry Hopwood, M.A. 6b. Od. 

HOFl^OOD.— School Geography. By the Rev. H. Hopwood. 
New edition, as. 6d. ; cheap edition, is. 8d. 

HOFWOOD.— The Child's Oeogrraphy, being an abridgment of the 
above, is. 

HOBOIiOGT, or Dial of Prayer, foi the pocket, is. 

B!7MXAIj noted, or Translations of the Ancient Hymns 
of the Church, set to their proper melodies. Edited by the Rev. 
J. M. Neale, MJl., and the Rev. Thomas Helmore, M.A. Parts I. 
and II., 2s. 6d. each } complete in cloth, 6s. 

H V BffTT AT. The WORDS of the, in a separate form. Cheap 
edition. Parts l & 8 complete, 8d. With Scripture Referenoea, 
is. 0d. doth. 

OOMMBNTAB7 on the Words of the Hymnal Noted. Part I. 
By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 6d. 

HTMNS and Scenes of ChDdhood. Third edition, as. 0d. 

UYMNS AND INTBOITS, with some Anthems, adapted to 
the Seasons of the Chriistlan Year, as in ase at All Saints*, 8. 
Marylebone t S. Matthias*, Stoke Newingtonj S. Matthew*8, City 
Road, and other Churches. Strongly bound in <doth, 9d.) or 
46*3. (to. 6d. per lOO, limp cloth j6a. Us. per 100. 
When 100 and upwards are required for a Congregation, special 

Title pages will be supplied free. 

HTMNS, Selection of, for the Use of Churches, is. 
ETTMNS on Scripture Characters for the Young, is. 

HYMNS FOB IiITTIiE CBXLDBEN. By the author of 
*' Verses for Holy Seasons,** &c. 6d. printed wrapper, is. cloth, 
gilt edges is. 6d. School Edition Ss. per doz. 
This little volume has the Clerical Imprimatur of the author d the 

••Christian Year." 

.The Morning and Evening Hymns are set to Music for Schools, &c. 
By Dr. Gauntlett. 6d. each. 

HTMNS iE'OB INFANT CHTLDBEN. ssmo. id., or 
35 for is. 9d. 

HTTGHSS.—Four Tears of Pastoral Work { being a Sketch of the 
Ministerial Labours of the late Rev. Edward John Rees Hughes, 
late Curate of Lythe, Yorkshire, and Runcton Holme, Nc^olk, 
with a Portrait. Edited by the Rev. Cecil Wray, M JL Fcp. 8vo. 
8s. 6d. 

HTTGHES.^Tracts for Parish Distribution. Six in a packet, ad. 

HITTOHINSON.— Parish Recollections : a few Plain Sermons on 
certain Church Observances, and on some of the Incidents of 
Thirty-eight Years' Ministry in the same parish. By the Rev. 
John Hutchinson. 6s. 

INCABNATION. Catechism on the. Founded on Bishop Bull's 
*' State of Man before the FaU,** &c. is. 

A 4 
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INNES.— Fhre Sermons preached in Advent and on the Festlral of 
the Holy Innocents, 1851, in the Furish Chnrch of Downe, Kent. 
By the Rev. John Innes, M.A. Is. 6d. 

OTHEBITANCE OF EVUi. A Tsle, by the author of ** The 
Divine Master." 2s. 

INSTBUCTIONS, FBAYllBS, AJSTD HOIiT A8FI- 
BATIONS for the Sick Boom. By the author of «* Be- 
votions for tbeSick Room." 4d., cloth 6d. 

ION IiESTSB. A tale, by C. H. H. Fcp. 8vo., 4s. fid. 

IBON S.— The Judgrments on Baptismal Regeneration j with Appen- 
dices, and a Discoorse on Heresy. By the Rev. W. J. Irons, D.D. 
88. 6d. 

IB.ON8.— On the Whole Doctrine of Final Causes: a Dissertation, 
with a Chapter on Modem Deism. 7s. 0d. 

IBONS.— On the Holy Catholic Church, as a Witness against Fslse 
PhilosophisiDgr. 4s. Od. 

IBONS.— On the Apostolical Succession t 1 The Doctrine. 9 The 
Evidence. 8 The Objections. 4s. 6d. 

IBONS. ^Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction : being Four Lectures an the 
Synod— The Diocese— The Parish— The Priest. 7s. 6d. 

ISIiAND OF IiIBEBTT. By the aathor of **llieodore." 

8s. 6d. 

IVO AND VXjBFNA, or the Snowdrop) a Tale of the Early 

Christians. By the author of Cousin Radiel. 3s. ; stiff cover. Is. Od. 

JACKSON.— Stories and Catediisingrs on the Collects. Edited by 
the Rev. W. Jaclcson, MJk. Vol. I., 4s.| Vol. II., 6s. i VoL IIL, 
8s. 6d. 

J'AOKSON.— Stories and Catechislngs on ttie Churc^i Catechism. 
Vols. I. and II., 5s. each. VOL III., 4s. 

JANSS.— The Psalter, or Psalms of David, with the Canticles, 
pointed for chanting. 2s. 

JIBBB.— The Present State of the Church. In Six Letters, with a 
Postscript. By the Rev. J. Jebb. is. 

JENKINS.— Prose Hymn for Children. By the Rev. W.J.Jenkins, 

Rector of Flllingham. 7s. per 100. 

JENKINS.— Syn(^onistical or Cotemporary Annals ci the Kings 
and Prophets of Israel and Judah. By W. J. Jenkins, H.A 5s. 

JOHNS, B. G.— The Collects and Oatechising throughout the 
year. By the Rev. B. 6. Johns. 8s. 

JOHNS, B. G-.— Easy Dictation Lessons, original and selected. 6d., 
cloth 8d. 

JOHNS, O. A. — Examination Qaestlons on the Pentateuch. For 
the Use of Schools. By the Rev. C. A. Johns, B.A., F.L.S. is. 

JONES, "W.— Horse Monasticse, Poems, Songs, and Ballads. Post 
8VO., cloth, with Engravings, 6s. 

JONES.— To the Redbreast : a Song. The Words by the late Rev. 
G. Cornish. The music by T. J. Jones. 8s. 
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Edited by the Rev. J. F, Rueaell, 9,C.L, 

Snglish Higtory for Children, by the Rer. J. M. Neate. Ss. 0d.| 
Sdiool Edition, U. 8d. 

Hiatory of Greece, edited by the Rev. J. M. Neale. Ss. School edit. Ss. 

History of Rome, by the Rev. Samuel Fox, M.A., F.S.A. 8e. School 
Edition, 2s. 

Bistory of Spain, by the Rev. Bennett G. Johns, as. 0d. School 
EmtioD, is. 8d. 

History of Portugal, by the Rev. J. M. Meale. 9s. 6d. School edit. 
IB. 8d. 

History of Irdand, edited by the late Rer. T. K. Arnold, B.D. is. 
School edition, ls.6d. 

History of Scotland. By the Rer. W. B. Flower, B.A. 9s. Od. 
Cheap edition is. 8d. 

History of France. By the Rev. Canon Haskoll. 9s. 6d. Cheap 
edition is. 8d. 

Cj^e Subeiitle Snglt^i^man'ft librar)^. 

The earljf Vohunee were Edited bp the Rev. F, E, Paget; the later bp 

the Rev, /. F. RuseeU. 



Tales of the Village Children, by 

the Rev. F. £. Paget. First 

Series, Ss. Od. 
The Hope of the Katzekopfs : a 

Fairy Tale by the Rev. F. E. 

Paget. Ss. 6d. 
Henri de Clermont, or the Royal- 

Ssts of La Vendue, by the Rev. 

W. Gresley. 9s. 
Popular Tales firom the German. 

IS. 6d. 
Tales of the Village Children, by 

the Rev.. F. E.Paget. Second 

Series, Ss. Od. 
The Triumphs of the Cross. Tales 

of Christian Heroism, by the 

Rev. J. M. Neale. Ss. Cheap 

Edition, Is. 4d. 
Barly Friendship, or the Two 

Catechumens, is. 6d. 
Hie Swedish Brothers. Is. 6d. 
The Charcoal Burners, is. 6d. 

Cheap Edition, is. 
Godfrey Davenant; a Tale of 

School Life. By the Rev. W. 

E. Heygate. Ss. 6d. 
Godfrey Davenant at College, by 

the Rer. W. Heygate. ss. Od. 



Luke Sharp, or Knowledge with. 

out Religion, by the Rev. F. E. 

Paget. Ss.Od. Cheap Edition, 

is. Od. 
The Triumphs of the Cross. Pt.II. 

Tales of Christian Endurance. 

By the Rev. J. M. Neale. Ss. 
School Qeof^raphy, with a Chap. 

ter on the EccLesiaatical Geo. 

graphy of Great Britain, by tiie 

Rev. H. Hopwood. Ss. Od. 
Ccdton Green; a Tale of the Black 

Country. By the Rev. W. 

Gresley. Ss. Od. 
Poynings : a Tale of the Revolu- 
tion, 1088. Ss. Od. 
The Manger of the Holy Night, 

from the German. ByC.E.H., 

Morwenstow. ss. 
Stories from Heathen Mythology, 

by the Rey. J. M. Neale. Ss. 
Stories from the Chroniclers. 

(Froissart.) By the Rev. H. P. 

Dunster. ^s. Od. 
Lays of Faith and Loyalty; or 

Narratives in Verse, selected 

from History. By Archdeacon 

Chnrton. ss. 
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EAISEBSWEBTH DEACONESSES. Indading a His- 

toiy of ^e lostitutioii, Uie Ordinati(m Service, and Qaeattoof 

for Self-Ezamioatioo. By a Lady. is. 
KTfiMPIS.— The Soliloquy of the Sool, and the Garden of Roses. 

Translated from Thomas k Kempis. By the Rev. W. B. Flower, 

B.A. S8. 6d.t morocco antique, 7s. 6d. 
■IiJ!j ir*S> Bp., Prayers for Momiug and Evening. Ss. 6d. per 100. 
JiJii N*S| Bp., Practice of Divine Love. 3s.; cheap edition, 9d. 
KEN, Sp.— Preparatives for Death, by Bishop Ken. 3s. 
KINGS OF ENOIiAND. A History for Young Children. By 

the Author of ** Scenes and Characters.** Fcap. 8vo., Ss. 
A School Edition, slighHy abridgred, with Questions. 18mo., It. 
IiA'DY EIiXiA. or the Story of Cinderella in Verse. 9s. Od. 
IiANDMABES OF HISTOB7: a Summary of Ancient His- 

tory. By the Author of *' Kings of England.** 3s. 6d. 
IiAITDMABKS OF HISTOB7; the Middle Ages. 8s. doth. 
IiANOIiET SCHOOIi. By the Author of " Scenes and Charac- 
ters *' Ss 6d 
LAST* SLEEP OF THE OHEISTIAN CHII.D. A 

poem, companion to the '* Daily Life.** 6d. } or on a sheet. Id. 
IiAST ^WOBDS OF AN ENGIiISH CATHOIiIO. A 

record of inner life. Fcp. 8vo., 68. 
IiATINO ON OF HANDS : A Manual for Confirmation } with 

Helps preparatory to receiving that Holy Ordinance. 9d . ; cloth, I s. 
IiEE.— Poems. By the Rev. Frederick George Lee. Second edition 

enlarged. Fcap. 8vo., doth, Ss. 6d. 
IiEGENDA DOMESTICA: Lessons for the Sundays, Holv- 

days, and Week-days, throughout the Year. Sdected for the 

Offices of Family Devotion, and arranged according to the Ka- 

lendar of the Chnrch of England. 1 s. 
IiEIGH, Iiady.— Few Questions and Answers upon the Sacrament 

of the Loan*8 Supper. By I^ady Leigh. Third Edition, id. 
LESSONS FOB EVEBT DAT IN THE WEEK, with 

Hymns and Music. By the Author of *' ConversatioDS with 

Cousin Rachd." sd. Compaaion to tlie Lessons, for the 

use of the Teacher. 1 s. 3d. 
LESSONS IN OBAMMAB FOB A CHILD. Large 

type, price 4d. 

LESSONS ON THE CBEED. What we aretobeUeve. is. 0d. 
LESTEB.— Guardian Angels: an Allegory. By Mary F. Lester. 

2s. 6 d. 
LEVETT.— Self.Devotionj or, the Prussians at Hochkirch. From 

the G erman. By Miss F. M. Levctt. Is. 
LEVETT.— GenUe Influence; or, The Cou8in*B Visit. By F. M. 

Levett. Second Edit ion, is. 
LIT ANT OF THE NAME OF JESUS. S3mo.,rub. id. 
LITTLE ALICE and her Sister. Edited by the Rev. W. Oredey. 

28. fid. 
LITTLE ANNIE and her Sisters, by B. W. H. is. 6d., paper is. 
LITTLE ANNIE; or, Michaelmas Day. By the Author of 

•• The Grandfather's Christmas Tale.** fid. 
LITTLE OABDENEBS, The. An aUegory for Children. 

Fcp. 8 vo., is. 

LITTJBaT FOB VILLAGE SCHOOLS. Qothfid. 
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LITTIiS MANUAIi OF THE HOI.7 BX70HABI8T. 

From the DevotioDal writings of Taylor, Comber, Ken, Andrewes, 
. Johnson, &c. Cloth, is. t sewed, 4d. 
LIVES OF Elf GUSHMSN IN FAST DATS. 

First Series, containing Herbert, Donne, Ken, Sanderson. 0d. 

Second Series, KettleweU, Hammond, Wilson, Mompesson, Bold, 
JoUy. 6d. 

Third Series, Walton, Wotton, Fanshawe, Earl of Derby, Colling- 
w ood, Baffl es, E xmouth. lOd. 
UIVES OF THE SAINTS. Each No. complete in itself, id. 
8. Aagostine — SS. Olympias and Paula— S. John Chrysostum— S. 
Dyprian — S. Laorence — Ven. Bede— S. Etheldreda— S. Ambrose— S. 
Icrome and S. Basil. Nos. I. to X., cloth, gilt edges, is. 6d. 
LORAIN E.— Lays of Israel, by Amelia M. Loraine. Ss. Od. cloth, 

4«. morocc o. 
LOBD OF THE FOBEST and his Vassals, by the author 

of *' Hymns for Little Children." 8s. 6d., paper 8s. fid. 
LOW. — ^The Translation of the Holy Scriptures, a Lecture delivered 
, to the workmen of the London Lead Company, in the Company's 

School.room, Middleton in Teesdale, by John Low Low, M.A. 

Fcap. Svo., 8d. 
LO W DEB.— The Penitent's Path ; compiled from Holy Scripture 

and the Book of Common Prayer, by the Rev. C. P. Lowder. 6d. 
IiXTCTSr, or the Housemaid, and Mrs. Browne's Kitchen. By the 

author of " Sunlight in the Clouds." l8mo. cloth, 2s. 
LTBA AFOSTOIiICA. Original Poems from the British 

Magazine. 0th Edition. 18mo. cloth Ss. 6d., morocco 6s. 
LYRA SANGTOBXTM; Lays for the Minor Festivals, edited 

by the Rev. W. J. Deane. 3s. 6d. 
BCACAUIjAT.— A Day in Nismes, by B. E. Macaulay. 2s. 6d. 
ICAGNAir.- Sermons, Practical and Suggestive. By the Rev. 

Claude Magnay. 6s. 
ICAGNAT.— Poems, by the Rev. Claude Magnay. New Edition, 

with Additions. 3s. 6d. 
ICAIDEN AUNT'S TALES. By the Author of *'The Use 

of Sunshine," "Nhia," &c. 3s. 6d. 
KAKINa UP OF THE JEWEIiS, The.— An Answer to 

a Little Ghrl's Question — ** If I were a Sister of Mercy, should I 

have no Jewels?" An Allegory. Price 6d. 
ICAIiAN.— Bethany, a Hlgrimage. By the Rev. S. C. Malan, M.A. 

Price 
BLANG-IN.— An Outline of the History of the Church, in Question 

and Answer, by the Rev. S. W. Mangin, B.A. 4d. 
BCANTTAIi FOB OOMMUNICANTS : being an Assistant 

to a Devout and Worthy Reception of the Loan's Supper. 

Morocco, Is. 6d. ; roan, Is. ; paper cover, 6d. Tn large type, 6d. j 

also a cheapedition fo r placing i n Prayer Books. 2d. 
ICANUAIi FOB MOUBNEBS, with Devotions, Dfarections, 

and Forms of Self- Examination. Fcap. 8vo. ,4s. 6d. 
MANUAIj of MOBNINO and EVENING FBAYEB 

for a Christian Servant. 2d. 
BCABGABET : an Olden Tale, in Verse. Ss. 6d. cl. ; l s. 6d. paper. 
IIABY KANSFIEIiD ; or, the Life and TriaU of a Country 

Girl. 6d. 
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NSALS.— History of the Holy Eastern Church.— General Intro- 
duction. By the Rev. J. M. Neale, M.A. Two yols., dfi. | 

NSAIiIi.— Appendix to the Introduction to the History of the Holy 
Eastern Church } containing a List of the Sees. is. 

NSAIjIj.— The History of the Patriarchate of Alexandria. Two 
vols., S4S. 

NIEiAIjIj.-— History of the Patriarchates of Antioch and Jerusalem 
Preparing, 

NS ALE.— The Bible and the Bible only the Religion of Protestants. 
A Lecture. 4d. 

NEAIiE.— Readings for the Ag:ed. 48. 6d. New edition, with 

additi(ms. 
IKTEiAIjIi.— Readings for the Aged. Second series, being on the 

Lesser Holydays in the English Kalendar. By the Rev. J. H. 

Neale. With an Engraving of the Interior of the Chapel of Sack. 

ville College, East Orinsted. Price 0s. 

NEAIiC— Readings for the Aged. Third Series. 4s. 6d. 

STEiAIjIi.— Mediaeval Preachers and Mediaeval Preaching. A series 
of extracts, translated from the sermons of the middle ages, chro> 

nologlcally arranged. With notes, and an introduction. 8vo., 7s. 

iN^ Alili.— Ecclesiological Notes on the Isle of Man : a Summer 
Pilgrimage. Ss. 6d. 

IKTEiAXjIj.— Hierologus ; or the Church Tourists. 6s. Cheap Edition 
in Two parts. Ss. 4d. 

TSnSlAJjEt, — Mediaeval Hymns, Sequences, and other Poems, trans- 
lated by the Rev. J. M. Neale. ss. 0d. 

NISjAIjU.— Lays and Legends of the Church in England, ss. 6d. 

NEAIiIi.— Hymns for the Sick: for the hours days of the week, 
&c. 0d., doth IB. 

ISlESAIiIi.— Hymns for Children. First, Second, and Third Series. 
3d. each. Comfdete in cloth, is. 

TSTEjAHSL — An Easter Carol. The melody of a Sequence of the 
Thirteenth Century, with Aooompauiment; the wmrds Dram two 
ancient Carols. By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 6d. 

NSALB.— "Joy and Gladness." A Christmas CaioL Written to 
an Ancient Melody, by the Rev. J. M. Neale, M.A. Harmonized 
for Four Voices, with or without accompaniment, by the Rev. 
S. S. Greatheed, M.A. Price is. 

ITBAIjSj.— Songs and Ballads for Manufacturers. 3d. 
lO'EAIiE.— A Song for the Times. The Words by the Rev. J. M. 

Neale. The Music (arranged for Four Voices) by Aliquis. is. 
TSTEAJjE.—" Here's to the Cause, to that Good Cause." The 

Words by the Rev. J. M. Neale. Set to Music in Four Parts, bjr 

^A. H. Brown, Organist of Romford Church, is. 

NEAIjE.— Church History for Children, ss. 
NEAIjE.— Stories of the Crusades, ss. 6d. 
19^AIjE.— Duchenier, or the Revolt of La Vendue. 8s. Od. 
NEAIiE.— The Unseen World; Communications with it, real or 

imaginary. New edition, with considerable addirions. Ss. 
NEAIjE.— Deeds of Faith ; Stories from Church History, ss. 
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i naAT.Tn .-.Thg Pc^owen of the Loko } Stcnries from Church History. 
P rice ag. 

EOIAJjSj.— Lent Legends. Stories for Children firom Chorch His- 
t ory. 28. 6d. 

ipa A T.in -- gyfttiiiif at SackyiUe College. i8mo., cloth 2s. 

mBAIiB.— The Egyptian Wanderers. A Tale of the Tenth Persecn* 
t iop. i8mo. 28. 6d. 

BnSlAIjSj. — ^A Commentary on the Hymnal Noted, from Ancient 
So orces. Price 6d. 

EnSXjSON on the Communion ; containing Devotions for the Altar. 
38. fld . 

BTBVEB TOO LATE TO MEND : or. The Two For- 
tune Tellers. By the author of ** Willie Grant.** 6d. 

BTEVINS.— Theodore, his Brother and Sisters. Edited by the Rey 

W . Nevins. 28. 6d. 
BTE VIN 8.— The Scriptural Doctrine of the Holy Commonion. 4d. 
bl Jdi W Jj AND.-— Confirmation and First Communion. A Series of 

Essays, Lectures, Sermons, Conversations, and Heads of Catechi- 
. aing, relative to the preparation of Catechumens. By the Rev. 

H. Newland, M.A. Seccmd edition. Post 8vo., 7s. 6d. cloth j 

Us. calf. 
TractR printed from the above for distribution to Catechumens, in 
% packet. Is. 4d. 
DMU w IjAND.— Increase of Romanism in England, by the Rev. H 

Newl and, M.A. Sd. 

^PESWIiAND,— Three Lectures on Tractarianism, delivered in the 

Town Hall, Brighton, with Preface. New Edition, is. 
R'JU w JLiAND.— Postils : Short Sermons on the • Parables, &c., 

adapted from the Fathers. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 

Bi JiS W liAin).— ViUage aobs. By a member of the Honourable 
Order of Odd Fellows, M.U., and member of the late Westboume 
Friendly Society. A Lecture addressed to the Young Men of 
Westboume, by the Rev. Henry Newland, being a continuation 
of the Lectures on Cottaob Economy, by Augusta Anne Pitney. 

. Price 4d. 

Dl Jti w JjAKD.— The Seasons of the Church— what they teach. A 
series of sermons on the different times and occasions of the Chris- 
tian Year. i2mo. 3 Vols., 68. each. 

R'OTICE OF BAPTISM. Form for filling up with Sponson, 

&c. On a thin card, 2s. 6d. per 100. 
MTJGEE.— The Words flrom the Cross, as applied to our own Death- 

beds, being a S^es of Lent Lectures delivered at S. Paul's, 

K nightsbridge, 1853. By the Rev. George Nugee, M.A. 2s. fid. 
EJTD'GEE.— llie Holy Women of the Gospel. Second Series of Lent 

Lectures delivered at S. Paul's, Knightsbridge. Price 2s. fid. 
DLDKirO'W.— Hymns for the Service of the Church. Edited by 

th e Rev. J. Oldknow. New Edition, is. 
DIiD WlliTiTAM ; or, the Longest Day, by the author of " The 

Grandfather's Christmas Story." fid. 
3BDEB FOB FBIME. Prayers for Early Mom. Price 4d. 
DBDEB FOB COMPIiINE : or Prayers before Bed-time. 4d. 
>BDEB FOB SEXTS AND NONES. Prayers for is and 

8 O'clock. Id* 
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OBDEB Oir FSAXiMS for Singlngr on eftch Sonday and FW- 
tival. Selected from the Old and New Versions of the PBalms» 
by the Rev. M. Walcott, M.A. On a iheet, Sd. 

OBGAIfS (A short account of) built in Bngrland from the Beiga of 
Charles the first to the present time. Willi deticns by the late 
A. W. Pugln, Esq. Fcap. Svo. 6s. 

THE OBianr and fbogbess of the na- 

TIONAIi AND INDXTSTBIAIi SCHOOIiB, in con. 

nectiou with the Church of the Holy Trinity, at Finchley, ahoiiinff 
their effect in preventing Juvenile delinquen<qr. 6d. 

OBIjEBAB.— Christmas Eve and other Poems, by Mn. Collibert 
Orlebar. is. 

OUB CHBISTIAN CAIiIiING, or Conversations vrlth my 
Neighbours. By the author of ** Sunlight in the Clouds.*' 18mo. 
dotib, 2s. 

OXIjEE.— The ChrirtiaB Doctrine of the Trinity and Incarnation 
considered and maintained on the Principles of Judaism. By 
the late Rev. John Oxlee, M.A., Rector of Molesworth, Hants. 
Vol. I. (1816.) On the Holy Trinity. lOs. 
Vol. II. (1820.) The Doctrine of the Incarnation. 10s. 
Vol. III. (18S0.) The Doctrine of the Incamatioax as to e«r 
Lo KD*s office and work. 1 Os. 

OXIjEE.— Three Letters to Mr. C. Wellbeloved, (18S4) Tutor of the 
Unitarian Colleg:e, York, occasioned by his Attack <m the Cliaqie 
of Archdeacon Wranghaml — Strictures on Separatioo from the 
Church.— The Athanasian Creed, &c. 4s. 0d. 

OXIjEE.— Three Letters, (1825), addressed to the Rev. Frederick 
Nolan, Vicar of Prittlewdl, <m his erroneous criticiBms and mis- 
statements in the ChritHan Remetitbranoer, relative to the Tsoct of 
the Heavenly Witoesses, &c. 8s. 0d. 

OXIjEE.— Three Letters (1827) to the Archbishop of Cashel on the 
Recent Apocryphal pubUcations of liis Grace, and on Mm Annota- 
tions respecting them. 6s. 0d. 

OXIiEE.— Three Letters (1842) humbly addressed to the Lord Ardi* 
bishop of Canterbury, on the inexpediency and futility of any 
attempt to convert the Jews to the Christian Faith in the way and 
manner hithoto practised, being a general discussion of the whcde 
Jewish Question, ss. 

OXIjEE.— Three more Letters (1845) in continuation of tiw same 
subject, ss. 

PACEEB.— Sermons on the Loan's Prayer, by tiie Rev. J. O. 
Packer, M.A., Incumbent of S. Peter's, Bethnal Qreen. as. 6d. 

PAGET.- The Living and the Dead. Sermons on ttie Burial Ser- 
vice, by the Rev. F. E. Paget, M.A. 0s. 0d. 

PAGET.— Sermons on the Duties of Daily Life. 6s. Od. 

PAGET.— Sermons on the Saints* Days and Festivals. -St. 
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PAGET.— The Christtan's Day. New edition, square 34mo. Ss. Od. i 
morocco, 7a, Calf antique, 98. 

FAGST.— Sorsum Corda: Aidsto Private Devotion. CoUected from 
the Writings of English Churchmen. Compiled by the Rev. F. E, 
Paget. 6s. ; mor., 6s. 0d. A Companion to ** The Christian's Day.** 
Calf antique, lOs. 0d. 

FAGBT.— Prayers for Labouring Lads. l^d. 

FAGST.— Prayers on behalf of tiie Church and her Children in Timet 
of Trouble. Compiled by the Rev. F. £. Pagec is. 

FAGliT.-' Tract upon Tombstones ; or Suggestions for Persons In- 
tending to set up Monuments. With Engravings. IS. 

PAGET.— Memoranda Parochialia, or the Parish Priest's Pocket 
Book. 3s. 6d., double size 5s. 

PAGET.— Milfbrd Malvoisin j or, Pews and Pewholders. 8s. 

PAGET.— S. Antholin'S} or. Old Churches and New. New edition. 

IS. 

PAGET.— The Owlet of Owlston^ Edge : his Travels, his Expe- 
rience, and his Lucubrations. Fcap. 8vo., with a beautiful Steel 
Engraving. Third edition. 3s. 6d. 

PAGET.— The Warden of Berkingholt. 6s. Cheap edition, 3s. 8d. 

PAGET.— Tales of the Village, a new edition, fai one vol., 68. 0d. 

Contents: — ^TheCburch'sOrdinances—Fruitsof Obedience— Friendly 
Discussion — ^Youthful Trials — Forms and Formularies — ^Hie Way of the 
World— The Way of the Church, &c. 

PAGET.— How to Spend Sunday Well and Happily. On a card. 
Id., 26 for ss. 

PAIiET.— Ecclesiologisf 8 Guide to the Churches within a circuit 
of Seven Miles round Cambridge. By F. A. Paley, M.A. as. 

P AIiMEB. — Dissertations on some sulijects relating to the *< Or* 
tiiodox" Communion. By the Rev. W. Palmer, M.A. lOs. 6d. 

PABISH TALES. Reprinted firom the *< Tales of a London 
Parish." In a packet, price is. 6d. 

PATH OP IiIPE. By the author -of the "Seven Corporal 

Works of Mercy." fid. 
PATBICK. Bp.— The Parable of the Pilgrim. By Bishop Patrick. 

New Edition, Is. 

PAITE'E. — Decttus, or tiie Dawn of To-morrow; and the Bond- 
child, or the Bird of Fiducia. Two Allegories. By Isabel Jannette 
Payne. Clotii is. Separately fid. each. 

PEABSON.— Stories on the Eight Beatitudes, by the Rev. G. F. 
Pearson, is. doth, or in a packet. 

PEABSOI3'.— Stories of Christian Joy and Sorrow, or Home Tales, 
by the Rev. H. D. Pearson, containing Littie Rath Gray, Holy 
Stone, Hugh, Old Oliver Dale. Price is. ; separately, 4d. each. 

PEBEIBA.— Tentativa Theologica. Por P. Antonio Pereira de 
Figueredo. Translated by the Rev. E. H. Landou, M.A. 68. 

PHIPFS.— Catechism on the Holy Scriptures, by the Rev. B. J. 
Phipps, l8mo. is. 
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FITirST.— Cottagre Economyrby a Cottager. In Tbree Lectnret^ 
addressed to the Girls of the. Westboome National School, by 
Augusta Anne Pitney, late Pii^il Teadier, with a Preface and 
Notes by the Rev. Henry Newland. 4d. 

FIOT78 0HI7B0HMAN : a Manual of Devotion and Spiritual 
Instruction. Is. 6d. Bound in Leather 2s. 6d. gilt or red edgres. 

PIiBA FOB DTDirSTRTATi SCHOOIiS, with a Short 
Sketch of the Progress of the National and Industrial Schools of 
Finchley. By one of the Editors of "the Flnchley Manuals.*' 
F cap.S vo., 3s. 6d. 

FOOE^EST MAinJAIj OF FBAYEBS. Fourth edition, with 
considerable additions, 6d. Cloth, with the Collects, is.j blue 
calf, 2s. (This is the most complete Manual published.) 

FOliMS on Subjects in the Old Testament. Part I. Genesis — Exo- 
dus. By C. F. A., author of " Hymns for Little Children," &c. 
price 6d. in printed paper cover; is. in embossed doth j Ss. 6d. in 
morocco. 

FOOIiB.— Twelve Sermons on the Holy Communion, by the Rev. 
G. A. Poole, M.A. l2ino. 4s. 6d. 

FOOXiS.— Churches of Scarborough.and the Neighbourhood, by the 
Rev. G. A. Poole, and John West Hugall, Architect. Cloth, 
3s. 6d., paper Ss. fid. 

FOOIiB.— History of Ecclesiastical Architecture in England, by the 
Rev. G. A. Poole, M.A. Large 8vo. vol., 78. 6d. 

FOOIaE.— Churches, their Structure, Arrangement, Ornaments, 
&c., by the Rev. G. A. Poole. Is. 6d., cloth 28. 6d. 

FOOIiE.— History of England. From the First Invasion to Queen 
Victoria, by Rev. G. A. Poole, M.A. New edition. 1 vol. post 6vo., 
cUith. 7s. 6d. 

FOOIiS.— Sir Raoul de Broc and his Son Tristram, a Tale of the 
Twelfth Century, 1>y the Rev. G. A. Poole, M.A. 98. 

FOTT.^— Confirmation Lectures delivered to a Village Congregation 
in the Diocese of Oxford. By Alfred Pott, B.D. Snd edition. 
Price 8s. 

FOTT.— Village Lectures on the Sacraments and Occasional Services 
of the Church. Price .28. 

FBACTICE OF THE FBESENCE OF GOD the best 
rule of a Holy Life, being Conversations and L^tors of Brother 
Lawrence. Second Edition. Royal 32mo. 4d. 

FBATEBS FOB THE SEVEN CANOlHCAIf HOUBS 

Together with devotions, acts of contrition, faith, hope, and love, 

chiefly from ancient sources. With an office preparatory to and 

after Holy Communion. 4d., cloth 6d. 
FBEFABINO THE "WAY; or, the King's Workmen. An 

Advent Story. Price 6d. 
FBICHABD.— Sermons, by the late Rev. James Cowles Prichard, 

M.A. 4s. 6d. 
FBISONEBS OF CBAIGMACAIBE. AStoryof "Ufi." 

Edited by the Author of ** The Divine Master,*' &c. is. 
FBYIS'NE.— Plain Parochial Sermons. Second Series. By the Rev. 

G. R. Prynne, B.A., Incumbent of S. Peter's, Plymouth. Demy 

8vo., 108. 6d. First Series, lOs. 6d . 
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THU FSAIiTSR, or Seven Ordinary Hoars of Prayer, according: 

to the use of the Chnrch of Saram. Beaatifally Illaminated and 

bo und in antique parchment. ' 30s. 
PITBCHAS.— The Book of Feasts : Homilies for the Saints* Days. 

By the Rev. J. Pnrchas, M.A. Price 0s. 
FTTBCHAS.— A Directory for the Celebration of the Holy Com. 

mnnion, &c. By the Rev. J. Porchas. Preparing for pablication. 

Su bscribers* Names received. 
PYIi.— A Short Ecclesiastical History : from the conclusion of the 

Acts of the Apostles, to the Council of Nice, A.n. 326. By the 

Rev. H. J. Pye. is. 0d. 

^tactical Cf)rie(ttan'd Itbrar)^. 

ANDIUjWSS.-— Parochial Sermons, by Bishop Lancelot An« 

drewes. 2s. 
BBlfiCHOf. — Commentary on the Seven Penitential Psalms i 

chiefly from ancient sources. 9d. and is. doth } is. 6d. bound. 
CONTENTJ£ENT, the Art of, by the author of the " Whole 

Duty of Man." is. 0d. 
CO SIN.— Collection of Private Devotions, by Bishop Cosin. is. 

calf, 38. ; morocco, 38. 0d. 
FAIiIiOW.— A Selection of Hymns for the use of S. Andrew's, 

Wells Street. Is. Ditto, with those for Private Use. Is. 0d. 
HORIOjCEI.— Daily Bzercises: taken from Homeck's Happy 

Ascetic. 9d. 
JOHNS. — Fourteen Meditations of John Grerhard, done into 

English by the Rev. B. G. Johns. 0d. 

KSN, Bp.— The Practice of Divine Love } an Exposition upon the 
Church Catechism, by Bishop Ken. 9d. 

TTin TTT.in W liiTiTi.— A Companion for the Penitent, by the Rev. 
John Kettlewell. 8d. 

ICANIJAIj, the Young Churchman's : Meditations on the Chief 
Truths of Religion. Second Edition. 0d. 

NSIiSON.— A Guide to the Holy Communion, with Suitable Devo- 
tions, by Robert Nelson. 8d. 

FATBICK.— The Parable of the Pilgrim. By Bishop Patrick. 
New Edition. Price is. 

SANDEBSON.— The Christian Man a Contented Man, by Bishop 
Sanderson. 9d. 

8CT7DAMOBE.— Steps to the Altar; a Manual for the Blessed 
Eucharist, by W. E. Scudamore, M.A. Cloth, is.; Calf, Ss. i 
morocco, 3s. 0d. i cheap edition, 0d. A new edition, handsomely 
printed on tinted paper, and rubricated. Royal 32mo. Cloth, 
28. 0d. ; limp calf, 4s. } Morocco, 68. ; also in antique binding with 
clasps, &c. 

BUCKIjING-.— A Manual of Devotions for Confirmation and First 
Communion. By the late Rev. R. A. Suckling. 0d. 

TAITIjOB.— The History of the Life and Death of our Ever, 
blessed Saviour, Jbsus Christ: abridged from Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor, is. 6d. 

TAYIiOB.— Death, Judgntent, Heaven, aud Hell. 8d. 
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Prayers for a Husbanfl and Wife. sd. Ditto Od. 

Prayers for a Sick Room. ss. Od. per hundred. 

Prayers for DiiTerent Hours of the Daj. 3s. 0d. per hondredi 

Pn^rers and Directions for Momini^ anil Evenhig. By F. H. M. 

On a large card, price 8d. 
Prayers for the ose of Parochial Schools. By F. H. H. 6d« 
Prayers^and Rules (or the Ordering and Use of a Church Guild, is. 
Prayers and Self-Examination for Children. Sd. 
Private Devotions as enjoined by the Holy Eastern Church for the use 

of her Members. Translated from the original. Is. 
Private Devotion, a Short Form for the Use of Children. 1 d. 
Progressive Prayers and Directions. In four parts, bound, Sd. ; in 

seta of four, 34d. 
Simple Prayers for Little Children, by the author of " Derotions for 

the Sick Room," &c. Sd. 
Prayers for Young Persons, by the same author. 4d. 
Prayers for Little Children and Young Persons. 6d.. dofh 8d. 
Simple Prayers for Morning and Evenuig for Worldng Boys. 58. 

per 100. 
Prayers for Working Men. By the Rev. W. J. Butler. Sd. 
Daily Prayers for Labouring Lads. By the Rev. F. E. Paget. I^. 
Short Prayers for Morning and Night, for the Use of the Fkdttoful 

Children of the Church. Sd. 
Hie Sum of the Catholic Faith. Extracted from Bishop Cosin's 

Devotions. 3d. 
Prayers for the Use of aU who are engaged in tiie Work of Church 

Education. 3d. 
A Manual of Daily Prayers lor Persons who are much hinderad by 

the Duties of their calling. Sd. 
Hymns for the Hours oi Prayer, sd. 



QUESTIONS AISTD ANSWBBS HiXiXTSTBATIVE 
OF THE CHUBCH OATEOHI8M. For the Use ot 
Young Persons. New Editicm. Cloth Sd. 

QUESTIONS FOB SEIiF-TlX A MTNATION for the Use 

of the Clergy. 5d. 
QUltSTIONS on Christian Doctrine and Practice, id. 

THE KATTiBOAD CHTTiDBEN. By the author of "The 

Heir of Reddyffe." 6d. 
BATNY MOBNTNaS WITH AUNT MABEIa; or. In- 

ddents in Church Missions. l8mo., doth, ss. 6d. 

BEADINGh IiESSONS from Scripture History, lor the Use of 
Schools. Royal 1 8mo., limp doth, 6d. 

BECOIiIiECTIONS OF A SOIiDIEB'S WIDOW. 

New Edition with Appendix. 0d. 
BEFIiECTIONS, Meditations, and Prayers, on the Holy Life 

and Passion of our Lord. By the author of '* Devotions for the 

Sick Room.*' New edition, 78. 
BEFOBMATION, Progress of the Church of England since the 

Od., doth 9d* 
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fiSFOBIOiD VHiIi AG'S ; or. Put and Praieiit. Foap. 8to. 
clotb, 18. 6d. 18. wrapper. 

BSaiSTXB OF BAPTISMS, MAHHTAQBS, AND 
BIJBIAIjS, on Parchment and Paper. • 

BEaiSTEB OF FEBSONS CONFIBMED AND 
ADMITTED TO HOIiY COMMUNION. For ftOO 
names, 4i. 6d. Vat 1000 names 78. Od. half-bound. Paper 38. Od. 

g'T Quire. 
OBTS AND FAFEBS of the Arohiteotural So- 
oietiea of Northampton, York, and Ijinooln. i860, 
78. 6 d. } 1851, 3, 3, 4, 5. As. each. 
BEVEIiATION, The, of Jjusvs Christ, explained agreeably to 
the Analogy of Holy Scripture. By a Clergyman. Us. 
" It mast be confessed that he has 8oaght the key in the only place 
In which it can be found, in the Holy ScxH>ture8, in a proper spirit, and 
by a proper light." — Mominf Post, 

BOOKSTBO.— Stories on the CommandmentB. The Second Table : 

'* My duty towards my Neighbour.*' By W. S. Rockstro. Is. 0d. 

doth, and in a packet. 
HOSE.— Morning and Evening Prayers, selected by the Rer. H. J. 

Rose, M . A., when Vicar of Horsham. 0d. 
BITS SEIiIj.— Lays concerning the Early Church, by the Rer. J. F. 

Russell, is. 6d. 
BUSSEIjIj.— The Judgment of the AngUcan Church (Posterior to 

the Reformation) on the SufElciency of Holy Scripture, &c., by the 

Rev. J. F. Russell. B.C.L. lOs. 6d. 

BITTH OSBOBNE, the Nurse. Price 0d. 

8. ATiBAN'S ; or. the Prisoners of Hope. By the Author of " The 
Divine Master." Fcap. 8vo., 5s. 

SAGBAMENTABIUM ECCIiESLS! CATHOIiIO^. 
A Sacramentary designed to incorporate the contents of all the 
Sacramentaries anywhere used in the Church, previous to the 
Ifith century. Part I., Advent to Christmas. 3s. 6d. 

SAMUEIi : a Story for Choristers, is., cloth is. fid. 

8 ANKEY. — Bible Exercises, adapted to the Services of the Church 
of England, and designed chiefly for Sunday School. Teacher's 
copy, 8d. Pupil's copy, fid. 

SCENES AND CHABACTEBS ; or. Eighteen Months at 
Beechcroft. By the Author of *' Abbey Church." Second 
Edition. 8s. fid . 

SGHOOIj check OABD of Attendance. 3s. fid. per lOO. 

SCOTT.— Twelve Sermons, by the Rev. Robert Scott, D.D. l3mo. 

Price 7ft 

SCBTPTIJBE HISTOBY for the Young. By the Author of 
** Reflections, Meditations," 8ec. Old and New Testaments. 
Ss. fid., or with- 16 engravings 4s. fid. 

SEBMONS FOB THE FEOFLB.— Preaching of Christ. 
A Series of Sixty Sermons for the People. By the Author of 
the ** Christian Servant's Book." 5s. in a packet. Wrappers for 
the Sermons, 9d. for 35. Fhie paper edition 88. Od. cloth. 
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8EBMONS BXSGISTEIL by which an accoant may be kept 
of Sermoni, the number* ■aoject, aud whee preached, la. 

BBVEN COBPOBAIi WOBKS OF MUBOY, Ulnatnted 
in Seven Outliue Engrayings. Ss. fid. plain > 6a. coloured. For 
hanging in Schools. 

BEVEiN SFIBinrAIi WOBKS OF lOTBOT, lllnstrated 
in Seven Outline Engravings. Ss. 6d. plain; 6s. coloared. For 
hanging in Schools. 

8HOBT DSVOTIONS FOB THIS SEASONS: 

CompOed for Parochial Distribatinn, by F. H. M. 
Devotions for the Season of Advent and Christmas, id., or 7s. per 100. 
Devotions for Lent, ^d., or ss. 6d. per lOO. 
Devotions for Holy Week and Easter Eve. ^., or Ss. 0d. per 100. 
Devotions for Easter to Ascension, id., or 7s. per 1 00. 
Devotions for the Festival ol the Ascension, ^d., or Ss. (M. per 100. 
Devotions for Whitsuntide, ^d., or Ss. 6d. per 100. 
Devotions for the Festival of the Holy Trinity. ^., or 86. M. per 100. 

8HOBT MAinXAIi OF FBAYEBS FOB COMlfUNI- 

CANTS, With Devotions for Several Seasons'. By a Priest of 

the Church of England. Rubricated. Price is. 
A SHOBT OFFICE OF EVENINO AND MOBNINO 

FBAYEB for Families. 6d. 
SHOBT SEBVICES FOB DAILY USE OT FAMI- 

IiIES. Cloth, is. 6d. 

SISTEBS OF CHABITT, and some Visits wifh them. 

Being Letters to a Friend In England. Two Engravings. Ss. 
SIiIG-HT.— The First Captivity and Destruction of Jerusalem, a 

Tale, by the Rev. H. S. Slight, B.D. With Engravings. 7s. 6d.| 

calf. lOs. 6d. 
SMITH.— Sermons preached in Holy Week, by the Rev. C. F. 

Smith, B.A., Vicar of Crediton. 6s. 
SMITH.— The Devout Chorister. Thoughts on his Vocation, and a 

Manual of Devotions for his use. By Thomas F. Smith, B.D., 

Fellow of Magdalen College. CL, Ss.; calf, Ss. Cheap edition, is. 
SMITH.— Family Prayers, a Selection of Prayers of the Church 

of England. By J. W. Smith, Esq., B.C.L., is. ^ paper cover, 6d. 
SMITH.— King Alfred's Hymn. ** As the Sun to brighter Skies." 

Arranged to ancient masic, by Dr. Smith. 6d. 
SMITH.— The Church Catechism illustrated by the Book of Com. 

mon I^yer, by the Rev. Rowland Smith, M.A. 4d. 
SMTTTAir.— Christ Slighted and Rejected. Two Sermons, 

preached at S. Andrew's, Weils Street, in Passion and Holy 

Weeks, 1856. By the Rev. O. H. Smyttaii. B.A. Is. 
SONGS AND HTMNS FOB THE ZTDBSEBT 

adapted to Original Music. By the author of the " Fairy Bower." 

Small 4to., cloth Ss. 6d. 
SONOS OF CHBISTIAN OHIVALBT, ss. 6d. 

**The tendency and moral of these Songs are in the pure spirit of 
Christianity."— iVava/ and Militmy Otusette. 
SONNETS AND VEBSES, fi-om Home and Parochial Life. 

By H. K. C. 2s. 6d. 
The greater part of the present volume received seven yean ugo the 
imprimatur of the author of the *' Christian Year." 
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SFEIiMAN. — History and Fate of Sacrilege. New Edition, 

Demy 8vo. cloth, 108. 6d. 
SPBBIflNG-.—Church Walks in Middlesex : being a Series of Ec. 

clesiological Notes, with Appendix to the present time. By John 

Hanson Sperling, B.A. 3s. 6d. 

THE &TO'N&0'R'& DTTTT. To be given at Baptisms. On thin 
card, 2s. 6d. per lOO. 

8T£j£jB£i.— An Historical Sketch of the English Brotherhoods which 

existed at the beginning of the I8tb centnry. By Dr. Steere. fid. 
STOMTB.-— Ellen Merton, or the Pic-nic. By Mrs. Stone, author of 

*' Tbe Art of Needlework/' &c. is. 6d. 
fiTOBTBS ON THE IiOBD'S FBAYEB. By the Author 

of "Amy Herbert/* Price 6d. 
STOB7 OF A DBEAM, or the Mother's Christian Version 

of Little Red Riding Hood. Is. 

STBETTON.— Guide to the Infirm, Sick, and Dying. By the Rer. 
Henry Stretton, M.A., lucumbentof S. Mary Magdalene, Chiswick, 
one of the Compilers of the Visitatio Ir^rmorum. Price 6s. 6d. 

STBETTON.— The Acts of S. Mary Magdalene Considered in Six- 
teen Sermons, by the Rev. H. Stretton, M.A. 7s. 6d. 

STBETTON.— The Church Catechism explained and annotated 
principally as an aid to the Clergy in Catechizing in Churches. 
Part I. IMce is. cloth, interleaved is. 6d. 

STBETTON.— The Church Catechism Explained, for the Aid of 
Young Persons. Part First. Abridged from the above. Price 2d. 

STBETTON.— The Child's Catechism, id. 

STBETTON.— A Catechism of First Truths of Christianity intrc 
ductory to the Church Catechism, id. 

STRETTON.— The Scholar's Manual of Devotions, including the 
Church Catechism, &c. 2d. ; cloth, 4d. 

STBETTON.— Church Hymns, for the Sundays, Festivals, and 
other Seasons of the Ecclesiastical Year. Compiled, with an In- 
troduction, by the Rev. H. Stretton, M.A. is. With a reduc- 
tion on numbers. 

STBIDE.— Thirt}' Sketches for Christian Memorials, on sheet, 2s. 6d.j 
mounted on canvas and varnished, with roller, 6s. 

SUCKIiINQ.— Memoir of the Rev. R. A. Suckling, with Cor. 
respondeiice. By the Rev. I. Williams, B.D. New Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo., price 6s. 

SUCKLING-.— Sermons, by the late Rev. R. A. Suckling. Edited 
by the Rev. I. Williams, B.D. New Edition, 5s. 

SUCKLINQ.— Family Prayers adapted to the course of the Eccle- 
siastical Year. By the late Rev. R. A. Suckling, is. Cheap 
edition, 6d. 

SUCKIiXN G-.— Holiness in the Priest's Household. Second edition. 
By the late Rev. R. A. Suckling. 6d. 

SIJCKIjING-.— Manual for Confirmation and First Communion 

Cloth, dd. 
SUNDAY : A Poem. By the Rev. Philip Freeman, M.A. 4d. 
SUNDAY ALPHABET, The LitUe Christian's. 4d.; enamel 

wrapper, 0d.; coloured, is. 
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STTHTiIGHT IN THIS GliOTJDS, &c. Three Tales. M. 

STTSAir R'PTn T.T.TwrA-K T ; a Tale of the Sitk Mills. By ttie Antbor 
of "Betty Corawell." 6d. 

SirNSETTrNTG- ; or, Old Agre in its Glory : a story of taappiness, 
peace, and contentment. 6d. • 

SUNTSB'S Ornamental Designs for Monamental Slabs. On a 
sheet, 28. 6d. 

8X78 AirifA.— A '< Home Tale.'* Price fid. 

TAIjIjIS. — Hymns of the Charch, Pointed as they are to be 
Chanted ; together with the Vendcles, Litany, Responses, he, 
by T. TaWs. Arranged by Mr. Pearsall. Is. 

TATIjOB) Bp. Jerexnr, Prayers contained in the Lifts of Christ. 
Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 28. 6d. 

TEAIiS.— lives of Eminent English Diyines, by the Rer. W. H. 
Teale, M.A. With engravings. 68. 

Life of Bishop Andrewes, is. Life of Dr. Hammond, is. 

Life of Bishop Bull, gd. Life of Bishop Wilson, is. 

Ltfeof Jones of Nayland. is. 

TIiBBOT.— Anthem Book : containing the words of all t^e Anthems 
commonly sung in the Cathedrals and Collegiate Churches of 
England and Ireland. By W. M. Terrot. Cloth 2s., Roan Ss. 

"THE THBEEFOIiD HEAVENS OF GIiOBIOUB 
HEIGHT.'* The words Arom the " Cathedral.'* The music 
by M. A. W. 18. 

THE TWINS : or, "Thy Will be done." Price 8d. 

THOMPSON.— Davidica. Twelve Practical Sermons on the Life 
and Character of David, King of Israel, published in 1827.^ By 
Henry Thompson, M.A. Demy 8vo. 3s. 

THOMPSON.— Concionaliai Outlines of Sermons fbr Parochial 
Use throughout the Year. By the Rev. Henry Thompson, M.A. 
Two vols. 128. 

THOMPSON.— Original Ballads, by Living Authors, 1850. Edited 
by the Rev. H. Thompson, M.A. With beautiful Illustrations. 
7s. 6d., morocco lOs. 0d. 

THOUGHTS IN SOIjITTTDE. Post 8vo. Ss. M. 

THBXFT ; or. Hints for Cottage Houseke^iing, by the authw d 
" A Trap to Catch a Sunbeam." 2d. 

TIME OF THE END, and other Poems. Fcap. 8vo., 88. 

TOMIiINS.— Sermons for the Holy Seasons, by the Rev. R. Tom. 
lins, M.A. 6s. 

TOMIiINS.— Advent Sennons (Second Series). The Four Night 
Watches ; being Four Sermons on Childhood, Youth, Manhood, 
Age, illustrated by copious references to the Advknt Ssbtiobs. 
By the Rev. R. Tomlins, M.A. is. 6d. 

TOBBT.— Life and Times of the late Bishop Torry. Edited by the 
Rev. J. M. Neale, M.A. Demy 8vo., price I4s., with Portrait of 
the late Bishop. 
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TOWBH BUUiDEBS, and the Two Merchants: Two Alle- 

f cri es. 9d. 
SBURS AYXj SCHOOIi ; or, the Power of Example. 6d. 
TRUEFITT.'— Architectural SIcetches on the Continent, by George 

Trueflt t. Sixty Engraved Subjects, lOs. 6d. 
TTJCEZEB.— The Psalms, with Notes showing their Prophetic and 

Ch ristian Character. By the Rev. W. H. Tucker. As. 
TOTE.— Holy Times and Scenes, by the Rev. J. S. Tute. Ss. Second 

Series, Ss. 

TT7TE.— The Champion of the Cross : an Allegory. By the Rev. 

J. S. Tute, B.A. 2s. 6d. 
THE TWO FBIENDS : or Charley's Escape. Foonded on 

fact. (A companion tale to Harry and Archie.) By ttie author of 

*• Little Walter, the Lame Chorister,*' &c. 6d. 
TWO GUARDIANS ; or. Home in this World. By the Author 

of " The Heir of Redclyffe." Third edition. 0s. 
VAIjIjET of IjUiIES, Tlie. By Thomas k Kempis. 4d., 

cloth ; 8d., cloth gilt. 

VEBSES AND FICTX7BES illustrating the Life of our Loan. 

A packet of Reward Cards for Children, is. 

VID All.— Esther Merle, and other Tales, by Mrs. Frances Vidal. 

is. 6d. 
A VOYAGE TO THE FORTUNATE ISIiES. AnAl- 
^^ legorv of Life, is., cloth is. 6d. 
WAKEFIEIiD.— Charades from History, Geography, and Bio. 

graphy, by Eliza Wakefield, is. 6d. 
WAE^BFIEIiD.— Mental exercises for Juvenile Minds. Ss. 
WAEUNG.— Annuals and Perennials; or, Seed>time and Harvest. 

Uy C. M. Waring. Demy 8vo., beautifully Illustrated, 5s. 

WAS IT A DBEAMP and THE NEW CHUBCH- 

YARD. By the Author of ** Amy Herbert." is. 6d. ; paper, is. 
WATSON.— The Seven Sayings on the Cross. Sermons, by tht 

Rev. A. Watson. 3s. 6d. 
WATSON.— First Doctrines and Early Practice. Sermons for the 

Young. 28. 6d., limp 2s. 
WATSON.— Jbsus the Giver and Fnlfiller of the New Law. Eight 

Sermons on the Beatitudes. Ss. 6d. 
WATSON.— The Devout Churchman} or. Dally Meditations from 

Advent to Advent. Edited by the Rev. A. Watson, M.A. Two 

vols. lOs. 6d. } calf, 17s. 6d. 

WATSON.— Sermons for Sundays, Festivals, Fasts, &c. Edited 
by the Rev. A. Watson, M.A. 6 vols., 7s. 6d. each. 
ist Series, 1 vol. — Whitsunday to the Close of the Church's Year. 
2od Series, 3 vols.— 1st Sunday in Advent to the S6th Sunday 

after lYinity. 
8rd Series, 1 vol. — Some occasional offices of the Prayer Book. 

WATSON. — Churchman's Sunday Evenings at Home. Family 

Readings, by the Rev. A. Watson, los. 6d. } calf, I4s. ) mor., 17s. 
WATSON.— Apology for the Plain Sense of the Prayer Book ob 

Holy Baptism. 2s. 
WATSON.— A Catechism on the Book of Common Prayer, by tb« 

Rev. Alexander Watson, M.A. 3s. Fine Paper edition, 3s. 6d. 

Part II. 2s. 
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WSBB.— Sketches of Continental Ecclesiology. Bedestolo^cal 
Notes in Belgrium, &c., by ilie Rev. B. Webb, M.A. With en- 
g tuvings. 7*« W. 

WIBST.— On the Figrares and Types of the Old Testament. By the 
Rev. J. R. West, Vicar of Wrawby witb Glandford Bri^, latie 

Fellow of Clare Hall. is. 6d. 

W J!i ST.— Questions and Answers on the Chief Truths of ttie Chris* 
tian Relig:ion, for the assistance of yonngfer Teachers and Moni- 
tors. By the Rev. J. R. West. id. or 7s. per 100. 

WJhjST. — Questions on the Chief Truths of the Christian Religion, 
intended for ttie use ot higher classes. By the Rev. J. R. West. Sd. 

WHITING-.— Rural Thoughts and Scenes, by W. Whiting. In a 
Wrapper, Ss. 6d. 

WHY TJlSlLhj AD.— College Life. Letters to an Undergradnate. 
By the late Rev. T. Whytehead. New edit. Edited by the Rev. 
W. N. Griffin, M.A. 2s. 6d. 

W 1 1 .T^l t A TT A M — Six Tales for Boys. Translated from the 

German, by Frances M. Wilbraham. With Engravings. 3s. cloth. 

The Golden Locket— The Loyal Heart— The Blind Boy; or. Trust 

in Providence — The Young Robinson Crusoe — "Thou sbalt not 

Steal*' — A Tale of St. Domingo. In a packet, Ss. 

WHiKIN S.— Threescore Years and Toi. By George ^^Ikios, JKD., 

Ar chdeacon of Nottingham. Ss. 6d. 
WHiKINS.— Early Church History. A Lecture delivered before 

the Literary Society, Southwell, Notts, December IS, 1854. By 

l^e Rev. J. M. Wilkins. 8d. 
W JLLKISrS.— Lecture on Church Music. 8d. 

WTLIiIAMS.— The Altar; or Meditations In Verse on fh« Holy 

Co mmunion. By the author of " The Cathedral." 6s. 
WHiIiIAMS.— Hymns on the Catechism. 8d., cloth is. 

W UjIjIAMS.— Ancient Hymns for Children. By the Rev. I. Wil- 

liams, B.D. is. 6d. 
WHiIiIE G-BANT, or Honesty is the best Policy. 4d. 

WHiMSHITBST.- Six Sermons, by the Rev. A. T. WUmshnrst. 8s. 

WOODFOBD.— Four Lectures on Church History, deUvered in 
Advent, I8ftl. By the Rev. J. R. Woodford, is. (id. 

WOODFOBD.— Sermons preached in various Churches of Bris- 
tol. Second Edlticm. fts. 

WOODFOBD.— Occasional Sermons. By the Rev. J. R. Wood- 
ford, M.A. Boards, 7s. 6d. 

WOODFOBD.— Six Lectures on the latter part of the Creed, 
preached in Holy Week, 1856. By the Rev. J. ft. Woodford, M.A. 
Ss., Svo^in cloth. 

WOODFOBD. — Hymns arranged for the Sundays and Holy 
Days of the Church's Year. l8mo., doth, is. 

WOODWABD.— Demoniacal Possession, its Nature and Cessa- 
tion. A prize essay, by the Rev. T. Woodward, M.A. Ss. 

WBEATH OF IjHiIES. A Gift forthe Young, ss. 6d. 

Being the Scripture account, with easy Commentary and Verte, of 
the various events in the Life df the Blessed Virgin. 
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YOUWO- CHITilOHMAN»S ALPHABET. By the Author 
of *' The Grandfather's Christmas Tale," &c. With lUastrations 
of the chief events in our Loan's Life, drawn and engraved by 
R. &H. Dudlef. 0d. 

$Kehi SttUH of €^xiatim Siograpl)^. 

In no Inranch of devotional literatore is the Charch of England so 
deficient, as in Biography. Whether we look to the Fathers of th« 
Primitive and undivided Church, or to those f reat and good men by 
whom the Gospel was brought into this land : to those who have toiled 
and suffered in its defence in every age j or to those who in the privacy 
of their own homes have lived the most saintly lives among us, thero 
Is ^no accessible record concerning them which we can place in tht 
hands of our peofde. From these sourcos it vrill be the object of the 
present undertaking to provide a series of interesting Biographical 
Sketches for general reading. 

Already pudliahed. 

No. 1. The Life of Nicholas Ferrar. 2s. 6d. 

No. 9. The Life of James Bonnell. Ss. 0d. 

No. 3. The Life of S. Boniface. 2s. 6d. 

No. 4. The Lives of Eminent Russian Prelates ; Nikon, S. Deme- 
trius, and Michael. With an Introduction on the History, 
G^graphy, and Religious Constitution of Russia. 28. (kl. 

No. 5. The Life of Archbishop Laud. 3s. 0d. 
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"HEAB THE GHUBCH." A Sermon, preached before th« 

Qu e en at the Chapel Royal. By W. F. Hook, D.D. Reduced to 3d. 
AUBICIJIiAB CONFESSION. A Sermon, preached in Leeds, 

Oct. 20, 1848. With a Preface, &c. By W. F. Hook, D.D. is. 
PASTOBAL ADVICE TO YOIJNO PEOPLE PRE- 

PABINa FOB OONFXBMATION. By W. F. Hook, 

D.D. Third Edition. 2d. 
THE BAPTISM A Ti VCW. A Word of Remembrance to the 

Co nfirmed, id. 
THE APOSTIiES' CBEED: DevotionaUy and Practically 

considered. 6d. 
THE POOB CHirBCHMAN*S CALENDAR OF 

FEASTS AND FASTS. 4d. 
ANN CCWMAN : a Sketch from Memory. By a Clergyman. 4d. 

THE DUTY OF PUBIiIC "WOBSHIP PBOVBD: with 
Directions for a devout behaviour therein. In Question and An- 
swer. By Francis Fox, M.A. 15th Edition. 4d. 

THE CONSTITUTION AND HISTOBY OF THE 
ENGLISH CHUBCH. A Catechism for Parochial Schools. 
4d. 

THE CBOSS OF CHBIST ; or Meditations upon the Death 

and Passion of our Blessed Lord. Edited by W. F. Hook, D.D. ss. 

BITUAL "WOBSHIP. A Sermon preached at Leeds. By the 

Ven. Archdeacon Dodgson, M.A. 6d. 

BULES FOB A YOUNG OHBISTIAN. Ona Card. id. 
or 7b> per hundred. 
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Hm Words to Churchwardens on Charches and Church Ornaments : 
No. 1 Country Parishes. 3d., or Sis. per 100. 
No. 9 Town or Manufacturingr Parishes. 3d. 

Vew Words to Church Builders. Third edition, is. 

Appendix to a " Few Words to Cbnrch Builders." Od. 

Few Words to Parish Clerks and Sextons. Country Parishes. 3d. 

Ftew Words to Churchwardens: abridged from the two tracts. On a 
sheet. 1 d., or 7s. per hundred . 

Advice to Workmen employed in Restoring: a Church. Id. 

Advice to Workmen employed in Building: a Church. Id. 

Supplement to the First Edition of the '* History of Pues/'containing 
Uie additional matter, is. 

Twenty-four Reasons for gretting rid of Church Pues. l d. , or 5s. per i oo 

An Argument for the Greek Origin and Meaning of I H 8. is. 6d, 

On the History of Christian Altars. 6d. 

Church Schemes : Formsfor the description of a Church, is.perdoz. 

The Report of the Society for 1847-8-9} with a List of Members, is. 
Ditto, for 1860, 1, S, 3. IS. 
Ditto, for 1854, 5, 6. is. 

The Transactions of the Cambridge Camden Society. Part I., 58. Od. 
II., Os. III., 7s. 6d. In one vol. cloth, lOs. 

Working Drawings of the Middle-Pointed Chancel of All Saints, Haw- 
ton, by Mr. J. Le Kenx, Sen. Atlas folio, 25s. To Members, 2 is. 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre ; some account of its Restoration. 6d. 

Sxterior View of the same (as restored by the Cambridge Camden 
Society). 2s. 6d. 

Interior View of the same, taken after its Restoration, is. 

Lithograph of the Font and Cover in the Church of S. Edward, Cam- 
bridge, is. 6d. 

Stalls and Screenwork in S. Mary's, Lancaster, is. 

Fonerals and Funeral Arrangements, is. 

Illustrations of Monumental Brasses: with accompanying descrip- 
tions and Lithographs. In parts. 8s. plain j India-paper proofs, 
lOs. 6d. 

Instrumenta Ecclesiastica. Vols. 1 and 3, jtfl. lis. 0d. each. 
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